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Congregational Call Meeting – 

Sunday, March 8  

On Sunday, March 8, at 12:15 pm, we will have 

a congregational call meeting to issue a Divine Call to 

our next settled pastor. The call committee is interview-

ing pastors to recommend candidates to the congrega-

tion on March 8. Many of the pastors on our call list are 

also on call lists for other congregations. Because of 

this, the call committee is working quickly to choose 

candidates to present.  

Join us for a Prayer Service for Pastoral Candidates on 

Thursday, March 5, at 7 pm. Information about recom-

mended candidates will be presented at this service, 

and we will gather as a community to pray for each of 

the candidates.  

GOOD NEWS 

March 2020 

Senior High News  
The Senior High fundraiser in March was to be Dinner Theater and Silent Auc-

tion. It will be rescheduled for later in the spring due to date conflicts. 

SAVE THE DATE: We will be organizing a Soles 4 Souls shoe drive the week of 

March 21 – 28 to gather shoes and to invite people of our community to celebrate 

the gifts of Jesus’ resurrection this Easter season. We need volunteers to distrib-

ute informative flyers between March 21 – 25 and gather shoes  on Saturday, 

March 28. Watch for and listen to Sunday morning announcements for more de-

tailed  information. 

Faith Milestones 

Milestone Drivers License Workshop will be on March 8 at 9:45am. The Milestone 

blessing for this will be on March15 during the service you attend. 

Youth News  
from Mike Hausch 
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 Junior High News  

Junior High Youth Gathering at CUAA March 28-29 is for Middle School students – 

6th, 7th, and 8th graders. This is a reminder that the deadline to register for the Junior 

High Concordia Youth Gathering, March 28-29, 2020, is March 13. The cost is now 

$40. (St. Paul is covering $30 of the cost of registration.) 

 
 

LAC News (7th and 8th Grades – Confirmation students) 

The Escape Room is our destination for our March activity on Sunday, March 15.  

We will meet at church at a time to be determined to do a couple of things and then 

off to ESCAPE. Sign up in advance is necessary and must be done by Monday, 

March 9. The cost is $15 (St. Paul covers a portion of the cost.) 
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EVENTS THIS MONTH 
3/1 Confirmation 6:30pm 

3/4 Lent Simple Supper 6pm 

 Lenten Worship 7pm 

 Call Committee Meeting 7:30pm 

 Bell Choir Practice 7:45pm 

3/5  Pastoral Candidates Prayer Service 

 7pm 

3/8  Drivers License Workshop  9:45am 

  Call Meeting  12:15pm 

3/10  Presidential Primary 

3/15 Drivers License Blessing during  

 Worship 

 LAC Escape Room 

 Newsletter Articles due 

3/17 Blood drive  1:00–6:30pm 

3/17  Church Council Meeting 7pm 

3/28—29 Tool Time  

One Another Groups 

Last & First Sunday of Jan.-April at 5 pm. 

Last & First Monday of Jan.-April at 7 pm. 

Last & First Friday of Jan.-April at 10 am 

Last & First Friday of Jan.-April at 7 pm. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 Sunday  
 7:30 am   Fresh Brew Bible Study 
 8:30 am   Divine Service 
 9:45 am   Education Hour 
 11:00 am   Divine Service and Kids’  
        Connection 
 
 
Monday 
 9:00am  Quilters 
 11:00 am    Women’s Bible Study 
 6:30pm  Cub Scouts 
 
Tuesday 
 9:00 am   Old Timers 
 1:00pm    Knitting Group 
 7:00pm    Boy Scouts 

Wednesday 
6:00 pm        Lenten Simple Suppers 
7:00 pm        Lenten Vespers  
7:45 pm        Bell Choir Rehearsal  

 Saturday 
 8:30 am   Men’s Bible Study 
 9:00 am   Altar Preparation               
10:00 am     Knitting 
10:30 am   AA/Alanon 

Red Cross Blood Drive-- March 17 
Two or three co-coordinators are needed for the Blood 

Drives. There are 6 drives per year. The upcoming 

Blood Drive is from 1pm-6:45pm. Volunteers and cook-

ies are needed. Appointments can be made online. If 

you can help, please contact Barb Wahls 734-878-9332. 

 

An A Capella Concert held at 

Whitmore Lake High School  
We are getting a group together March 13 @ 5 

pm at Captain Joe’s Grill for dinner followed with 

SING! An A Capella Concert held at Whitmore 

Lake High School at 7 pm. Groups that will be 

performing include Decibelles from the Brighton 

area, Evergreen from Eastern Michigan Universi-

ty, Amazin’ Blue from University of Michigan,  

Everyone Can Sing Chorus from Whitmore Lake, and the Whitmore Lake 

Middle School and High School choirs. There will be a concession stand, 

a 50/50 drawing, and a couple of baskets to be raffled. This is a fundraiser 

for the Whitmore Lake Foundation for Education Excellence, which sup-

ports special programs at Whitmore Lake Schools. St. Paul member, Ra-

mona Meadows, is President of the Foundation. More information about 

the programs supported can be found at www.wlfee.org. Tickets are $10. 

There is a signup sheet in the fellowship hall. 

 

Men’s Retreat             

2020 OUR SHEPHERD LUTHERAN MEN'S RETREAT 

God’s Extraordinary Grace for Ordinary Men 

2 Corinthians 12:9 

Friday, March 20, 2020 - Sunday, March 22, 2020 

To read the biblical story is to read the Word of God whose extraordinary grace 

pursues ordinary people who struggle with personal failures, family problems, 

loneliness, and a long list of other weaknesses and challenges. Their stories are 

still our stories today, and their God is still our God. We will immerse ourselves in 

these biblical narratives to better understand who we are, who our Savior is, and 

how the Old Testament continues to testify to the Lord of mercy. http://

ourshepherd.net/mens-ministry/ to register.  
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Family Ministry 

      by Miriam Yakimow 

 

This past month first and second grade youth had the opportunity to participate in a 

prayer faith milestone. Each child was partnered with an adult or couple in the con-

gregation who will serve as their prayer partner for the year, praying for them, learn-

ing about their family, and engaging with the child for the year. In the prayer work-

shop, parents, students, and prayer partners gathered to learn about prayer in spe-

cial hands-on activities and learning stations, including a sensory prayer walk. Partic-

ipants explored prayer and talking with God. During the worship blessing, each stu-

dent received a prayer pillow with a book about prayer, additional prayers, and pray-

ers for their parents and families. This event is another wonderful way to encourage 

cross+generational relationship at St. Paul, fostering the possibility of children stay-

ing involved in a church as they get older because they are connected in the faith 

community, and people personally know who they are and when they are missing. 

Confirmation faith mentors and students continue to meet throughout the month. 

These teams have the opportunity to discuss faith and life issues, using a discussion 

guide. As mentioned last month, providing these connections increases the likelihood 

for these young people to stay connected to their faith community beyond confirma-

tion and high school graduation. Because of these relationships, these young people 

learn they are important to St. Paul, and adults are taking an interest in them. 

For all of us at St. Paul, finding ways to keep our young people connected to our faith 

community is important. There is a large drop-off from church once youth graduate 

from high school. Multiple studies show that 40-50% of church-going youth drift from 

God and the faith community after they graduate from high school. This isn’t new 

information. Young adults would usually return when they had their own children and 

brought them to be baptized. Now, many do not return to the faith community when 

they begin raising their own families. But even if they do return, young people who 

have drifted from faith communities are in a stage of life where they are making sig-

nificant life decisions about worldview, relationships, and vocation. These decisions 

were made when their faith was shoved to the side. It is imperative that faith commu-

nities find ways to keep young people connected to the church in significant ways so 

they do not drift away and shove their faith to the side. 

Over the next several months, I will be highlighting ways we, as a community of faith, 

can foster these types of interactions in order to create a place of welcome and en-

gagement to our young people. I invite you attend the Sunday morning Bible study, 

“So the Next Generation Will Know” in the Upper Room of the fellowship hall. In this 

class, we explore some of the ways we can keep young people engaged in faith 

communities. 

God’s Blessings :   

Use Them – Share Them by Barb Nettleton 

Camp Restore – June 21-27 

As God’s people at St. Paul, each one of us has been created and blessed to know 

the message of salvation, the peace of sin forgiven, and the joy of a relationship with 

our Savior. And as St. Paul says to all of us in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has prepared  

beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

Knowing that God has already done the preparation for us, we have an opportunity 

this summer to share the blessings of our God at Camp Restore in Detroit. Our re-

sponsibility is to respond to the need for volunteers to work alongside this ministry in 

one of many capacities – VBS or sports camp volunteer, construction, clean-up of 

neighborhoods, etc. The first information and training session for interested teens 

through senior citizens is scheduled for April 5 during Education Hour. In the mean-

time, to express an interest or ask a question, contact Barb Nettleton at 810 355 

4350 or maxbarb@chartermi.net 

God knows what needs to be done! Is He asking you to take advantage of this op-

portunity to be one of the “doers” of His word and work? 
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“The cure is not the 

Scripture Readings  

3/1 Genesis 4:1-26   Mark 2:18-28   
3/2  Genesis 6:1-7:5  Mark 3:1-19  
3/3 Genesis 7:11-8:12 Mark 3:20-35  
3/4 Genesis 8:13-9:17 Mark 4:1-20 
3/5 Genesis 11:27--12:20  Mark 4:21-41 
3/6 Genesis 13:1-18  Mark5:1-20 
3/7 Genesis15:1-21  Mark 5:21-43 
3/8  Genesis 16:1-9, 15--17:22 Mark 6:1-13   
3/9  Genesis 18:1-15  Mark 6:14-34 
3/10 Genesis 21:1-21  Mark 6:35-56    
3/11 Genesis 22:1-19  Mark 7:1-23  
3/12  Genesis 24:1-31  Mark 7:24-37   
3/13 Genesis 24:32-52,61-67 Mark 8:1-21 
3/14 Genesis 27:1-29  Mark 8:22-38 
3/15 Genesis 27:30-45, 28:10-22 Mark 9:1-13 
3/16 Genesis 29:1-30  Mark 9:14-32 

3/17 Genesis 35:1-29  Mark 9:33-50 
3/18 Genesis 37:1-36  Mark 10:1-12  
3/19 Genesis 39:1-23  Mark 10:13-31  
3/20  Genesis 40:1-23  Mark 10:32-52 
3/21 Genesis 41:1-27  Mark 11:1-19 
3/22 Genesis 41:28-57  Mark 11:20-33  
3/23 Genesis 42:1-34,38  Mark 12:1-12 
3/24 Genesis 43:1-28  Mark 12:13-27   
3/25 Genesis 44:1-18,32-34  Mark 12:28-44  
3/26 Genesis 45:1-20,24-28  Mark 13:1-23  
3/27 Genesis 47:1-31   Mark13:24-37 
3/28  Genesis 49:29—50: 14-26 Mark 14:1-11 
3/29 Exodus 1:1-22  Mark 14:32—52 Lent 5 
3/30 Exodus 2:1-22  Mark 14:32-52 
3/31 Exodus 2:23—3:22  Mark 15:53-72 

I heard once of a family doctor in a small town named Dr. Peterson. He was well 

known for both his medical knowledge and his sincere care for people. He would 

often donate his skills at a free clinic in the larger inner-city area nearby. His most 

regular family vacation was taking mission trips where again he helped the less fortu-

nate.  

He was known not only for caring, but specifically for his Christian faith. He had a 

picture of Jesus and a cross in each room in which he saw patients. He often told 

patients that he was praying for them, and if they were comfortable in praying with 

him, he was eager to do so. His staff knew that he arrived every morning an hour 

early for quite time with his journal and his Bible. 

He was regular in attendance on Sunday mornings for both church and the Bible 

study hour. However, his schedule did not allow him to serve elsewhere at the 

church. Almost annually he would decline invitations to be on the church board of 

education or church council. Someone on the nominating committee once said, 

“What a shame that with all his abilities, Doc Peterson’s talents can’t be used for the 

Lord’s work.” 

But weren’t his abilities being used for the Lord’s work? 

Stewardship deals with managing what has been entrusted to us by God. It includes 

far more than what we do at church. It deals with how we manage every day, every 

relationship, and every moment. Doc Peterson was not in a position to be on a 

church council, but he was certainly a steward of what God had entrusted to him. 

Various members of the body of Christ serve differently. If every member of the 

church was Doc Peterson, the building he came to for worship may not have been 

maintained well. If every member of the church was Doc Peterson, the worship may 

not have been as orderly as there would not have been ushers to help or altar work-

ers to make needed preparations. If every member of the church was Doc Peterson, 

special services would not have included special music that give praise and add to a 

spirit of praise.  

During March, if you did not do so at the end of February, please take a few mo-

ments to consider where you could serve at St. Paul now or in the near future. A new 

Time and Talent Survey was looked at during the worship service the last Sunday of 

February. We are grateful for those who turned it in.  

Every area on that survey in one way or another supports our mission as a church 

family. As we are connected to Jesus, we are glad to be connected to each other, 

and we look for opportunities to connect to our neighbors through acts of service.  

None of us are Doc Peterson. None of us is someone else. We are uniquely gifted by 

God with various relationships and abilities. May we be wise stewards of all that the 

Lord has entrusted to us. May He bless our lives together as a church family. 

FROM PASTOR—STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT—TIME 

and TALENT SURVEY 
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Circles of Love by Tim Hurst 

In two of the gospels, Jesus is asked to define the most important commandment, 

and He answers, "You shall love the Lord with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your strength, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself" (Mk 12:30-

31 and Luke 10:27). In the Luke passage, Jesus illustrates with the story of the good 

Samaritan, indicating that love should be able to overcome the 

divisions of family, tribe, social class, education, religious belief, 

or race. That was difficult in the first century A.D.; it is just as 

difficult for us today. 

First, I must love God with all my soul and heart and mind and 

strength, above even myself. Ours is a transcendent God, not 

seen or heard or touched - outside human control or understanding - beyond the 

cause and effect of science - beyond even my own emotions or failings - available to 

me only through worship and meditation and prayer. The secular world cannot even 

imagine this sort of love. It is a love that has priority over my love of myself, my own 

will, my own consciousness. Can I love God more than my own sense of being? My 

love for myself must be in a circle drawn around my central love for God. 

Who are these "neighbors" who have a call on my love, the love of a stranger? How 

do they relate to the victim in the parable of the good Samaritan? In my own case, is 

it my own children and extended family? I can understand this. Is it the other people 

who live on my suburban street, or at my workplace, or in my small town, or in De-

troit or New York or Hollywood? Should I expect a reciprocal love from them? Is it 

the people I touch directly, or does it include the people I see on TV or read about in 

the news? Does it include the communistic Russian or the bloodthirsty Muslim terror-

ist or the inscrutable Chinese? I know "about" them, but each successive circle I 

draw around me defines people who are further and further away from my direct 

observation or understanding. Even if I allow myself to be concerned about them, I 

feel reasonably sure that my concern will not be returned, that the love I send out will 

probably not be reciprocated. 

We are also confused by the word "love" itself. The Greeks have a word for brotherly 

love, another for erotic love, still another for compassionate concern. In English, we 

say, "I love my wife." We also say, "I love brussels sprouts," or at least some of us 

do.  

An old fashioned word that expresses affection for people who are far removed from 

us, or who are not well-known to us, is "charity." Even if we cannot think clearly or 

express an opinion about the stranger among us, the Lord sees into our hearts and 

can detect antagonism or hate, even when we disguise it completely out of our own 

conscience. 

We must also consider our love of abstract entities, such as my country, my universi-

ty, my baseball team, my particular local church. Any or each of these can arouse 

real affection to the point of sacrificial giving of both my treasure and my time. Love 

for particular people may take second place, for love is not just an attitude or an 

emotion. Love is an action verb. 

As we draw the concentric circles of love around us, keeping our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

at the center, we look for ways to express our love in concrete actions, day to day. In 

gratitude for life itself and the sacrificial love that Jesus showed when He offered 

Himself as a sacrifice, we, too, should expend ourselves in love at all the touch-

points in our lives. We should work to understand those close to us so that our ac-

tions can be taken with love as the motive. We should broaden our circle of under-

standing outward to seek the welfare of those who have found life difficult.  

Our sacrificial love is more than dropping a check in the mail. When we contribute 

our time and our talent, we invite the reciprocal love of others. We may actually meld 

our lives with the lives of others, so that, together, we can become companions on 

life's journey. Perhaps, if Jesus becomes the center of enough lives, the circles of 

love will intersect and pull mankind into a harmonious whole. After all, the inhabitants 

of eternal heaven will be those who have Jesus Christ at the center of their exist-

ence.  
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WEEKLY GROUPS 
 

Fresh Brew study meets at church on Sundays mornings at 7:30 led by Mike Hausch. 

They are using the study “Vanishing Grace: Bringing Good News to a Deeply Divided 

World” by Philip Yancey. Lesson subtitles are: ‘We Got Problems,’ ‘What Can We Do 

About It?’ ‘Who Are the Grace Dispensers?’ ‘Is It Really Good News?’ and ‘Holy Sub-

versives.’ We invite you to join us at 7:30  for some Bible study, conversation, and a 

cup of coffee. There is room for you around the table.  
 

Sunday evenings study at the home of Scott and Kelly Bone—Scott will be guiding 

you through the book of Hebrews. 

Women’s Bible study meets on Mondays. This group is working on a Bible study on 

the book of Ephesians. Join us on Monday at 11:00 am in the fellowship hall. 

Saturday men’s study and breakfast at church at 8:30 am led by Mike Hausch. This 

group is also working on the Ephesians study. 
 

“ONE ANOTHER GROUPS” 

Each session deals with a separate topic. Anytime would be a good time for your first 

visit. 

The title comes from the many times the Lord calls us to care for “one another.” In 

short, they are opportunities to get to know one another as we look at a Scripture and 

pray for each other. Groups meet two times a month. To make it easy to remember, it 

is the first and last week of each month beginning with the last week of January and 

will conclude the last week of April. If you miss the first session or two, you would still 

be welcomed to give it a try. Opportunities are: 

 Last and First Sunday of January-April at 5 pm. 

 Last and First Monday of January-April at 7 pm. 

 Last and First Friday of January-April at 10 am. 

 Last and First Friday of January-April at 7 pm. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO COME TOGETHER 

WITH GOD’S WORD + FRIENDS 

 

LIBRARIAN  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
BY JEAN SCHNEIDER 

 

Same Kind of Different as Me (DVD) 

International art dealer Ron Hall (Greg Kinnear, Heaven Is For Real) befriends a 

homeless man (Djimon Hounsou, Blood Diamond) to save his struggling marriage to 

Deborah (Renée Zellweger, Bridget Jones's Diary), a woman whose dreams will lead 

all three of them on the most remarkable journey of their lives. “Same Kind of Differ-

ent as Me” is an inspirational story about two men from drastically different back-

grounds and the bond that surprisingly brought them together for an everlasting 

friendship. Rated PG-13. Dove approved (12+). Approx. 119 minutes. 

The Photograph by Beverly Lewis 

Eva is reeling from her sister Lily's disappearance. Did an outsider woo her away? 

Meanwhile, buggy maker Jed Stutzman finds a snapshot of an Amish woman. When 

he walks into Eva's sweet shop with the mysterious picture, Eva is drawn to the 

handsome stranger but the woman in the photograph is no stranger at all. 

The Time Keeper by Mitch Albom 

In The Time Keeper, Mitch Albom tells a poignant fable of the man who tries to 

measure God's greatest gift, and becomes Father Time in the process. Told in Al-

bom's spare, evocative prose, this original tale will inspire readers everywhere to 

reconsider their notions of time and how precious it truly is. 
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VBS – July 27-31, 2020  

from 9am -12pm 

Volunteer Training — July 19  

Easter Baskets Outreach 
Food Collection 

 

The St. Paul Compassionate Care team will be collecting the following 

items through Sun, March 29
th

 for Easter Basket outreach to families in 

need in our community.  

 

Monetary donations for the purchase of perishable items such as meat, 

vegetables, fruit, etc. and children’s books will also be accepted. Be sure 

to mark checks or envelopes with “Easter Food Baskets”. You can 

place your donation in the weekly offering. 

 Paper Towels  

 Toilet Paper 

 Tissue (Kleenex)  

 Liquid Dish Soap  

 Shampoo  

 Laundry Detergent 

 Canned Corn 

  Boxed Scalloped Potatoes 

 Boxed Brownie Mix  
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Please Pray: 

Remember God’s gift of Baptism as you pray: 

• for the international students who come to the Synod’s seminaries, that 
God would grant safe travel and comfort while away from family and 
friends.  

• for the continued growth of Christ’s Church on earth, that the Lord 
would continue to raise up missionaries according to His good and 
gracious will. 

• for the seminaries of LCMS partner churches around the world, that they 
would faithfully educate future leaders for their churches. 

St Paul Lutheran Church 

PO BOX 490 

Hamburg, MI 48139 

St Paul Lutheran Church 

PO BOX 490 place keeper 

Hamburg, MI 48139 

 

Don’t forget 

to set your 

clocks       

forward  

March 8! 


