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GOOD NEWS 

February 2020 Youth News  
from Mike Hausch 

Activities and Events 

Senior High News  
Chili Cookoff to support students attending the 

Michigan District Lutheran Youth Gathering this next 

summer will be Sunday, February 9, from 5:00 – 

6:30 p.m. Guests will have the opportunity to sample 

some great chilis, enjoy a tasty dessert, have some 

great fun and fellowship with the family of faith here 

at St. Paul. The cost is $10 for an individual guest 

and $25 for a family. Tickets will be on sale through 

Sunday morning February 9, either from one of the 

student participants or at the church office during the     

 week.    

Senior High Lock-In, Friday, February 28 at St. Paul is hosted by Concordia 

Youth Ministries (CYM) from Concordia University, Ann Arbor. We will be taking a 

LEAP into some great community building, some good opportunities for growing 

in confident faith, some fun games and of course some good food. The event 

begins at 7:00 p.m. Friday, February 28 and ends Saturday, February 29, at 8:00 

am – right after breakfast. The cost is $5 and sign up deadline is Wednesday, 

February 26. 

In this issue: 

• Youth News 

•Events for the Month 

• Stewardship Thoughts 

 From Pastor Riggs 

• Reality 

• New Sunday Adult 

 Bible Study 

• New “One Another” 

 Groups 

 Junior High News  

We are going to Iron Grip Ninja “Are you an American Ninja Warrior?” Test your 

skills climbing "The Wall", conquering "The Spider", and much more!!! We will meet 

at St. Paul, on Sunday, February 16,at 4:00 p.m. We will leave the church at 4:15pm 

and arrive back at 6:45pm. Important! Each participant must have an signed online 

waiver on file. Please go to http://www.irongripninja.com to create your waiver be-

fore, Friday, February 14. Parents are welcome to attend. We must have a ratio of 1 

adult for every 2 kids. Participants should wear athletic wear (gym clothes) and 

MUST wear tennis shoes. Cost: $15 for participants. Please bring your money (cash 

or check payable to St Paul Lutheran Church) with you on February16th. No cost for 

chaperones. Please sign up by Sunday, February 9. 

Concordia Junior High Youth Gathering is Saturday and Sunday, March 28-29 

and registration is now open. The theme is “Embrace(d)” based on Luke 15:20. The 

cost is $30. Contact Mike if you have questions or would like registration details. 

Open to students in 6th – 8th grades. 

Reminder: Confirmation Instruction during February is on Sundays, February 9 and 

23 (and on March 1) 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

New Adult Bible Study  

Opportunity 

So the Next Generation will Know is a great opportunity 

for increasing your parenting and mentoring skills. This vid-

eo based study will be offered on Sunday mornings during 

Christian Education hour (9:45 – 10:45 am) beginning on 

February 2. (The study is 8 sessions.) We encourage par-

ents with children in the elementary grades, middle and high 

school to attend this informative presentation and discus-

sion. We are asking that those who wish to participate would 

indicate their interest in advance so that we can properly 

prepare resources. Parents and Faith Mentors, you won’t 

want to miss this…so the next generation will know! 

http://www.irongripninja.com/
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Family Ministry 

      by Miriam Yakimow 

Last month we had a cross+generational learning event centered around the 

baptism of Jesus and the names of God. Despite the crummy weather for 

the day, around 40 people, including children, teens, and adults of all ages 

had the opportunity to engage in faith conversations, develop relationships 

with one another, and extend the learning through a visual faith project, cre-

ating mobiles. Each group was to create a mobile around the names of God 

from our learning activities. Mobiles will be on display in the large fellowship 

hall. 

Another exciting avenue for creating 

cross+generational relationships was kicked off at 

the end of January. Our confirmation prayer part-

ners have expanded to faith mentors. These faith 

mentors attended an orientation at the beginning of 

January. Orientation included information about the 

generation of our current young people, Generation 

Z. Mentors also learned about their importance to 

the faith lives of the young people at St. Paul and 

received materials to help engage these young peo-

ple in conversations about faith. We have 13 confir-

mation/faith mentor teams that will be meeting until 

April 19. The groups are asked to meet seven dif-

ferent times and discuss various topics around the 

Bible verse, Ephesians 2:8-10. 

One purpose of faith mentors is to expand each 

young person’s circle of trusted adults in the con-

gregation. Recent studies have indicated that youth 

will seek out five adults, outside of their parents, as 

trusted adults. We have the opportunity to “stack 

the deck in our favor” by creating and fostering 

these types of relationships here in the St. Paul 

community. Furthermore, other research has indi-

cated that a young person is 30-50% more likely to 

remain engaged with church if s/he has five or more 

adults invest time with them personally and spiritu-

Please Pray: 

Remember God’s gift 
of Baptism as you 
pray: 

 

•  for men as they grow 
up, that they may be 
godly in their youth 
and their adult years.  

•  for all caregivers, that 
they might raise 
children in the true 
faith.   

• for the unemployed, 
that they might find 
suitable and fulfilling 
employment, fair 
wages and 
encouraging support.  

• for people with 
intellectual and 
developmental 
disabilities, that they 
might be treated with 
respect and love as 
beloved children of 

God.  

EVENTS THIS MONTH 
2/1 Kroger Food Drive 10am-4pm 

2/2  Welcoming Children to Worship 

 Kroger Food Drive 10am-4pm 

 Prayer Class 9:45-10:45am 

2/9  Confirmation Class 6:30-8:00pm 

2/15 Newsletter articles due 

2/16 LAC Iron Grip Ninja  

2/18 Church Council 7:00pm 

2/23  Confirmation Class 6:30-8:00pm 

2/28 Senior High Lock-in 7:00pm 

 

One Another Groups 

Last & First Sunday of Jan.-April at 5 pm. 

Last & First Monday of Jan.-April at 7 pm. 

Last & First Friday of Jan.-April at 10 am 

Last & First Friday of Jan.-April at 7 pm. 

 

 WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 Sunday  
  7:30 am   Fresh Brew Bible Study 
  8:30 am   Divine Service 
  9:45 am   Education Hour 
 11:00 am   Divine Service and Kids’  
        Connection 
 
 
Monday 
  9:00am  Quilters 
 11:00 am    Women’s Bible Study 
  6:30pm  Cub Scouts 
 
 Tuesday 
 9:00 am   Old Timers 
 1:00pm    Knitting Group 
 7:00pm    Boy Scouts 

 Saturday 
 8:30 am   Men’s Bible Study 
 9:00 am   Altar Preparation        
10:00am  Knitting 
10:30 am   AA/Alanon 
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A steward is a manager. A steward uses something that belongs to some-

one else. 

It is easy enough to picture. Imagine you are going on an extended trip. You 

decided that for various reasons it would be good to have someone else live 

in your home while you are gone. They can feed your pets, shovel the snow, 

basically keep your house maintained and safe. You find that your neighbor 

has a son who is both a young adult and a perfect candidate for your needs. 

So, you ask if he would like to house sit for a few weeks. You want him to 

enjoy himself. He does not have to sleep on a couch; there is a bedroom he 

can sleep in and a closet for his clothes. He can feel free to watch television, 

store his food in your refrigerator, and enjoy himself. As you leave for your 

trip, you give him the keys to front door and your garage door opener and 

wish him well.  

You could picture all of the above going well. But now, imagine the ultimate 

nightmare. You return from your trip and the key you kept for the front door 

no longer works—he changed the locks. But the garage door is open so you 

enter that way and call for your dog—no dog comes—instead you are greet-

ed by four cats—you do not own cats because you are allergic to them. Fi-

nally, you see the young man who was suppose to be taking care of your 

place. You ask him about your dog—he took it to the humane society the 

day you left because he prefers cats. He walks away, and as you follow him 

you find your couch has multiple stains, your TV is cracked, and your music 

system is missing. Before you can say anything, he comments about chang-

es he has made in the bedrooms. You are about to vent your horror, but first 

he says to you, “I do not appreciate your attitude—please leave at once be-

A Stewardship Thought from Pastor Bob 

ally (Search Institute, 2007). Faith mentors are one way that these types of 

relationships can develop. In a study done by Fuller Youth Institute in 2011, 

one theme that surfaced through their research indicated that, “More than 

any single program or event, adults’ making the effort to get to know the kids 

was far more likely to make the kids feel like a significant part of the church.” 

And when young people feel that they are a significant part of the church, 

they will remain engaged in the congregation.  

Each of us here at St. Paul has an important role in 

the lives of the young people of St. Paul. Learning 

the names of the children who sit near you, asking 

about their week at school, learning their interests 

and joys, and just welcoming them, all are vital to 

ensure that these young people feel they are an 

important part of the congregation. When we can 

take the next step and engage in discussion with 

any young person and their family through any of 

our cross+generational learning events, serving 

as a faith mentor, or serving as a prayer partner to 

our younger kids, we create a warm congregation 

that invests personally and spiritually in their lives. 

Upcoming Faith Milestone: 

Prayer Faith Milestone 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 from 9:45-10:45 am 

For 1
st
 and 2

nd
 grade students and a parent or 

guardian 

Our focus in this milestone is prayer and talking 

with God. Children and parents will learn about 

prayer in special hands-on activities and learning 

stations. Each child will have a prayer partner. 

Prayer Faith Milestone Worship Blessing February 9, 2020, in the worship 

service you normally attend. 

Are you missing  

anything? 

During the month of 

February you are invited 

to take a short detour in 

the Narthex at St. Paul 

before taking your seat 

for worship or prior to 

leaving after worship. 

On display will be the 

many items left behind – 

mittens, eye glasses, 

gloves, hats, etc. As 

February winds down, 

any items not claimed 

will find new homes as 

we donate them appro-

priately. If you think you 

may have left anything 

behind, please take a 

moment to look through 

these items. 
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“The cure is not the 

power of self-will ...” 

Scripture Readings  

2/1 Zechariah 11:4-17   2 Timothy 4:1-18 
2/2 Zechariah 12:1-13:9 Titus 1:1-26 
2/3 Zechariah 14:1-21  Titus 2:7-3:15 
2/4 Job 1:1-22      John 1:1-18 
2/5 Job 2:1-3:10  John 1:19-34 
2/6 Job 3:11-26  John 1:35-51 
2/7 Job 4:1-21   John 2:1-12 
2/8 Job 5:1-27   John 2:13-25  
2/9 Job 6:1-13   John 3:1-21 
2/10 Job 6:14-30  John 3:22-4:6 
2/11 Job 7:1-21   John 4:7-26 
2/12 Job 8:1-22   John 4:27-45 
2/13 Job 9:1-35   John 4:46-54 
2/14 Job 10:1-22   John 52:1-18 
2/15 Job 11:1-20  John 5:19-29 

2/16  Job 12:1-6,12-25 John 5:30-47 
2/17  Job 13:1-12       John 6:1-21 
2/18  Job13:13-28      John 6:22-40 
2/19  Job 14:1-22       John15:1-23, 30-35 
2/20  Job 15:1-23       John 6:60-71 
2/21  Job 16:1-22       John 7:1-13 
2/22  Job 17:1-16      John 7:14-31 
2/23  Job 18:1-21       John 7:32-53 
2/24  Job 19:1-12,21-27 John 8:1-20 
2/25  Job 20:1-23,29     John8:21-38 
2/26   Genesis 1:1-19     Mark 1:1-13 
2/27  Genesis 1:20-2:3   Mark 1:14-28 
2/28   Genesis 2:4-25  Mark 1:29-45 
2/29  Genesis 3:1-24  Mark 2:1-17   

REALITY  

      by Tim Hurst 
Everyone who tries to think deeply about the human situation must deal with 

the same obstacle: every person has a different perception of reality. Paul 

said, "Now we see but a poor reflection in a mirror; then we will see face to 

face" (1 Corinthians 13:12). Jesus told his followers, "You will know the 

truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31). In this setting, Jesus 

ties together the concepts of truth, reality, and freedom. Like His followers, 

Stewardship  continued 

fore I call the police—I will not have anyone so negative in MY house.” But 

whose house is it? 

Everyone is a steward whether they realize it or not. Ultimately every-

thing belongs to God. We are allowed to use some of His “stuff” for a time. 

The illustration above is somewhat timeless. Jesus himself used it. When 

teaching about the kingdom of God, Jesus said,  

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his serv-

ants and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five tal-

ents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his abil-

ity. Then he went away….” (Matthew 25:14,15).  

That introduction to the parable describes where we are today. We all have 

been entrusted with various gifts. All of them ultimately are from God and 

belong to God. As Jesus continued the parable, He made it clear that how 

we manage what has been entrusted to us matters.  

Stewardship includes everything. It is not just money. It is not just the time 

we are at church. It is everything we do in every day entrusted to us.  

Is stewardship good news or bad news?  It all depends on how we make 

use of the greatest gift of all—God’s revelation of Himself.  

The parables of Jesus are illustrations. Yet our Lord is often both like and 

different from the characters in the story. God is the owner of all things. 

However, the words “Then he went away..” do not fully apply to Jesus. He 

keeps His promise to be with us always. He assures us of the love by which 

He has made us His own through His suffering, death, and resurrection. 

When the Lord is someone we can trust, and the One who cares for us be-

yond our comprehension, we can gladly manage all things according to His 

will.  

May the Lord bless our consideration of our stewardship.  

Pastor Bob Riggs 
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we hear the message but manage to corrupt the picture of reality with the 

baggage of our own attitudes, prejudices, and bad habits. Throughout the 

Bible and out in the world, people see it imperfectly or falsely and refuse to 

accept the truth. Why? 

Our senses constantly scan the world around us. Our mind constantly tries 

to sort these stimuli into familiar patterns, so that we may react properly. Our 

past experience, what we have 

read, what our teachers have 

taught us, what our parents, 

friends, and associates have 

told us, all go together to inter-

pret what we see and hear. 

Each person brings a unique 

mindset to life's experiences; no 

two people see or hear the 

same thing. In real life, the po-

liceman will feel fortunate if he 

can get two eyewitnesses to tell the same story. 

Many men of science scoff at the humanities, the "soft sciences,” and reli-

gious beliefs. Like doubting Thomas, they must see and touch before they 

believe. Yet in only 100 years, the idea about how the universe was con-

structed has changed completely several times. New drugs will totally eradi-

cate diseases until they don't. Unsinkable ships lie on the ocean floor, and 

self-driving cars are involved in fatal accidents. Certainly, real scientific pro-

gress is being made but is most visible in the rear-view mirror. Scientific be-

liefs are touted as reality but are often matters of pure faith in an idea.  

Many people urge us to perfect the organizations that preside over the lives 

of the human race, government, corporations, religious bodies, organized 

charities. Surely, we should be able to recognize reality, to use our wisdom 

to shape our organizations to serve the greater good. Progress to an ideal 

state is assumed. Unfortunately, the sins of envy, malice, anger, jealousy, 

etc. are fully operative in the humans who design, plan, and operate the or-

ganizations, and they reflect the sinful nature of mankind. Millions have died 

in misery as soldiers and starving refugees as the result of mankind's ideo-

logical follies. Civilization progresses, but in fits and starts, and always the 

clear vision of reality is obscured by the distortions of men's minds.    

Even the Church, which should give us the clearest view of truth and reality, 

is often an impediment. On the one hand, there is a type of emotional spirit-

uality, creating a poetic illusion which energizes the imagination, but has no 

relationship to reality, much less to a working faith in Jesus Christ. On the 

other hand, there may be a preoccupation with dogma, creeds, liturgies , 

and catechisms, which become objects of worship, displacing our faith in 

Jesus Christ. Many people prefer these diversions to a humble prayer of 

confession and a request for the Kingdom to come and the Will of God to be 

done. Yes religion can be used to hide reality and truth from our perception. 

Although they are metaphors, the parables of Jesus and Old Testament bi-

ble stories can project truth into the center of our active lives. Rather than 

being tied to the details of the story and its plot, we need to search for the 

meaning hiding behind the words, reaching deep into our minds, past our 

excuses and defenses, past the lessons of our childhood, past the clamor of 

the crowded world, deep down into the pattern of love and obedience to 

God that was imprinted into the minds of Adam and Eve, when they were 

companions to God in the Garden. This is the reality which is difficult to see 

and hear, but, in the center of our minds, a place of beauty, joy, and peace. 

The exquisite joy of being in touch with reality will not come from the crowd, 

or books, or personal striving. It comes to each of us with the help of the 

Holy Spirit, when we as individuals are open and humble and repentant. It 

comes to us when we allow Jesus to remove the film from our eyes and the 

static from our ears, allowing us to absorb the beauty of God's reality 

through faith.                                                                   
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LIBRARIAN  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
BY JEAN SCHNEIDER 

 
The Wish by Beverly Lewis 

Leona prayed for a sister with all her heart. Her prayers were answered 

when Gloria moves to Lancaster County. It's all a big secret when Gloria's 

family is asked to leave. Leona never judged Gloria for something she had 

no control over. Her overwhelming desire for her sister’s return could cause 

her fiancé to change his mind. 

The River by Pastor Stephen Grant Series #4 

Keating offers another story of excitement and suspense in THE RIVER: A 

PASTOR STEPHEN GRANT NOVEL. Some refer to Las Vegas as Sin City. 

But the sins being committed in THE RIVER are not what one might typically 

expect. Rather, it’s about murder. Stephen Grant once used lethal skills for 

the Navy SEALs and the CIA. Now, years later, he’s a pastor. How does this 

man of action and faith react when his wife is kidnapped, a deep mystery 

must be untangled, and both allies and suspects from his CIA days arrive on 

the scene? How far can Grant go – or will he go – to save the woman he 

loves? Will he seek justice or revenge, and can he tell the difference any 

longer? Once again, in THE RIVER, Keating wields his formidable story-

telling skills by serving up a fast-paced adventure, rich characters, faith, hu-

mor, big ideas, and murder.  

The Final Bow by Alan David Justice 

The riveting story of the fourth century actor whose stunning conversion 

transformed him from an on-stage mocker of the Christians to one of the 

faith's great saints. An exciting epic that will appeal to lovers of such fictional 

masterworks as Ben Hur and The Robe.  

STATUS OF PARTIAL BIRTH  

ABORTION PETITION DRIVE:  BY BARB NETTELTON 

Last fall St. Paul members and friends were given the opportunity to sign a petition 

to ban dismemberment abortions in Michigan. In December 379,418 signatures 

were submitted to the Michigan Bureau of Elections to begin the legislative process 

to make this a law in Michigan. 

(340,000 valid signatures are 

required.) Please pray that 

God will guide this process 

going forward so that these 

precious unborn children will 

never undergo this procedure.  

“Bringing Hope to the Table”  

Daisy’s Food Pantry will again be partnering with Kroger’s, Chilson Crossing 

and Gleaners Food Bank for an ingathering of non-perishable food items to 

replenish the pantry. Collection dates are Saturday and Sunday, February 1

-2, each day from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. We will need volunteers to hand 

out shopping lists and receive donated items at Kroger. We will also need 

people to transport the donated food back to St. Paul and then volunteers to 

sort and box items in the Fellowship Hall. There is a task for everyone. Sign 

up sheets will be available in the Small Fellowship Hall.  
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FAITH IS …  

TRUSTING OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 

 
In the Word 

“I will be a Father to you, and you will be 

my sons and daughters, says the Lord 

Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:18 

Of the Word 

A group of naturalists searching in the 

Alps for rare specimens of flowers discovered a beautiful flower on a rock 

ledge they could not reach. Calling to a nearby shepherd boy, they offered 

him several shiny coins if he would allow himself to be let down by a rope to 

secure the flower. 

The boy very much wanted to earn the money. He looked at the strangers, 

and he looked at the precipice. He declined their offer, but they continued to 

plead with him. Then the boy had a bright idea. “Wait here until I come 

back,” he said, and he darted away to a mountain cabin. Soon the lad re-

turned with another man. The lad said, “I will get the flower for you now if 

you will let my father hold the rope.” 

We can safely go anywhere if our Heavenly Father holds the rope. Faith is 

trusting the strong arms of our faithful God. He will never let loose. His love 

will not allow it. He holds fast! God’s promise is I will never leave you nor 

forsake you (Joshua 1:5b). 

Walking with my Lord 

Thank You dear Father in heaven for Your love and faithfulness so that I can 

trust You for everything in my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Mustard Seed: Living in Faith. Author: Rev. Darold Reiner. 27/30 ©2007 Lu-

theran Women’s Missionary League, 801 Seminary Place Ste. L010, St. 

Louis, MO 63105. www.lwml.org 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations were taken from the HOLY 

BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by International Bible Society. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Sign up to receive Mustard Seed Devotions by email at lwml.org 

 

http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/2Cor/6#18
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Josh/1#5
https://www.cph.org/p-26959-living-in-faith-mustard-seeds.aspx?REName=lwml
http://www.lwml.org/stayintouch
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St Paul Lutheran Church 

PO BOX 490 

Hamburg, MI 48139 

St Paul Lutheran Church 

PO BOX 490 place keeper 

Hamburg, MI 48139 

EXISTING GROUPS 
 

Fresh Brew study at church on Sun-

days at 7:30 am led by Mike Hausch 

Sunday evenings study at home of 

Scott & Kelly Bone—new topic in Jan. 

Monday women’s study at church at  

11 am led by Mike Hausch 

Saturday men’s study & breakfast at church at 8:30 am led by Mike Hausch 

NEW “ONE ANOTHER GROUPS” 
 

The title comes from the many times the Lord calls us to care for “one another”. In short, 

they are opportunities to get to know one another as we look at a Scripture and pray for 

each other. Groups meet two times a month. To make it easy to remember, it is first and 

last week of each month beginning with the last week of January and will conclude the last 

week of April. If you miss the first session or two, you would still be welcomed to give it a 

try. Opportunities are: 

 Last & First Sunday of January-April at 5 pm. 

 Last & First Monday of January-April at 7 pm. 

 Last & First Friday of January-April at 10 am 

 Last & First Friday of January-April at 7 pm. 

Sunday evenings at 5 pm  we will arrange for child care—let us know if you are bringing 

children so we can be sure to have enough “hands on deck”. Initial meetings will be at 

church. Either Pastor Bob or Mike Hausch will lead with the goal that each group will have 

an assistant who will be a future leader. 

LET’S BEGIN THE 

YEAR TOGETHER 

WITH GOD’S  

WORD + FRIENDS 


