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LAC- Students in Confirmation classes! 

SAVE THE DAY, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, FOR ANGEL TREE  

SHOPPING! We will be going shopping for the children of a person who is in 

prison. This is an awesome activity that allows us to share with children who 

need to know of a parent’s love for them during the Christmas season and 

throughout the year. We will meet at church at 10:00 am on December 7, 

and finish at about 2:00 pm. Make plans to serve. 

Senior High Escape Room:  

Sunday, November 17   

 We will meet at church at 12:15 pm – have lunch and then… Our team will 

be challenged to escape the room, given a series of clues that will assist us 

in our escape. The Escape Room has great reviews and should be lots of 

fun. The cost is $15 (St. Paul is paying a portion of the entrance fee.) Sign 

up now! We may need to limit participants due to the size of the challenge. 

Sign up sheet is in the Small Fellowship Hall, or you may sign up by email-

ing Mike at mike@stpaulhamburg.com or using 810-923-8166 to call or 

text.    

Our November Activity is Laser Tag and Ar-

cade games! We are moving things around a 

bit in November because of Thanksgiving at 

the end of the month! On November 10, we 

will be playing a couple of games of Laser 

Tag and a few Arcade games. We will meet 

at 12:15 in the Small Fellowship Hall and 

Kitchen area for pizza and beverages, a cou-

ple of fun games, and then on to Zap Zone. 

The cost is $15, and friends are welcome. We 

will be back at church by 3:30 pm. 

LAC (7th and 8th graders-

confirmation students)  

Guys Only Bible Study  

November 10 and 24, 6:30 – 8:00 pm We are going to do some guy stuff 

(games), and we are going to talk about guy topics with girls not around, and 

we will eat some guy food. Plan to be there. Questions or suggestions: con-

tact me, Mike Hausch, at 810-231-1033 (office) or 810-923-8166 (mobile) 

voice or text. 

mailto:mike@stpaulhamburg.com


EVENTS THIS MONTH 
11/1 Staff lunch/tour Pastor Jackson 

11/2  Coffee w/ Pastor Jackson 

11/3 6:30pm Confirmation 

11/10  6:30pm for Guys Only (High 
 School  Guys) 

11/14 9:00am Mi District LCMS staff  
 meeting 

11/15 News letter articles due 

11/17 9:45pm Cross generation     
  Sunday School 

11/19 1:00pm Blood Drive 
 7:00pm Council 

11/24  6:30pm for Guys Only (High 
 School  Guys) 

11/29 8:30am Christmas tree raising 

 

 
 

 

 

   WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
     Sunday  
     7:30am   Fresh Brew Bible Study 
     8:30am   Divine Service 
     9:45am   Education Hour 
    11:00am     Divine Service and Kids’  
            Connection 
 
    Monday 
    9:00am       Quilters 
   11:00am      Women’s Bible Study 
    6:30pm      Cub Scouts 
 
    Tuesday 
    9:00am       Old Timers 
    1:00pm       Knitting Group 
    7:00pm       Boy Scouts 

    Thursday  Ends 11/14 
    1:00pm      Unlikely Joy 
    6:30pm      Unlikely Joy 
 
    Saturday 
    8:30am       Men’s Bible Study 

Now Thank We All Our God 

 
At the bottom of every hymn in the hymnal is the name and dates for the author of the 

text and the tune. It is appropriate to give credit for their work. However, there is often 

a story behind their composition, which is as moving as their hymn. Robert Morgan 

has written two volumes entitled Then Sings my Soul, which gives the background to 

a number of hymns, including several of the hymns in our hymnal.  

One of those hymns is a favorite for Thanksgiving, Now Thank We All Our God. With 

a title such as that you might think that it was written at a time of great prosperity. 

However, it was actually written at a time of great adversity.  

Martin Rinkart was a Lutheran pastor in Saxony. His ministry began as the Thirty 

Years’ War was raging through Germany. It was a desperate time in the city of Eilen-

berg, where he lived. Many had to come to the city because of its fortified boundaries. 

However, the perimeters of the walls around the city soon became places of danger. 

The Swedish army had encircled the city. Over time, inside the city, there was famine, 

plague, and growing fear. A typical pastor spent much of his time ministering to the 

sick and conducting funerals. He was particularly busy as many of the other pastors 

of the town were among those who had died. Some days Pastor Rinkart conducted as 

many as 50 funerals.  

As the Swedes demanded a large ransom, it was Pastor Rinkart who left the safety of 

the city to negotiate with the enemy. Terms were made for peace. The suffering was 

ending. It was time for healing to begin. Pastor Rinkart knew that there could be no 

healing without thanksgiving. While the hymn he wrote goes back close to 400 years 

(its date is 1636), it is still an expression of thanks to God, which speaks to every 

day.  

It is not only in prosperity but also in adversity that God can be thanked and 

praised. For indeed, he has done wondrous things for us in Christ. Not only 

at the time of our national day of thanksgiving, but in every season,  

Now thank we all our God! 

Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices; 

Who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

And free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks God the Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns with them in highest  

heaven, 

The one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore 

For this it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
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"GO TO YOUR ROOM !" Who would not cringe at these words, uttered in a 

loud or peremptory voice, by a person having authority, directed at me? 

Guilt and shame and resentment come flooding in, as we are banished from 

the society in which our place seemed secure. "Why me?" is one response; 

"I'm sorry!" is another; as we turn our backs on the world we lived in, and 

shuffle down to the end of the hall, to go in, often defiantly slamming the 

door behind us. 

Yet, where are we going? Our room is our private place. We invite compan-

ions to come in or exclude others, based on our personal feelings of the 

moment. We don't need a reason. Here we post our favorite photo clippings, 

write secrets in our diaries, indulge fantasies that no one ridicules, give sub-

stance to dreams and ambitions, confide in friends with our weird imagin-

ings. I designed my room, of my own free will, as a place where my soul is 

nicely contained, and my whole existence is comfortable. It consists of as 

much of God as my free will allows. Is it not ironic that I am being exiled to a 

place from which I have chosen to exile others? Put another way, the door 

to my room allows me to exclude mankind, but now is allowing mankind to 

exclude me. 

Why? Why is it that we do not fit into the mold that society has prefabricated 

for us? Am I horrible, or just different? Do I fail to see what others see, or is 

it their vision that is defective? Am I really a disciple of Jesus Christ, or is 

this society unwilling to accept His disciples? Or is it a little of both, and I 

must accept some degree of alienation? 

"How long is my sentence?" I ask myself. If I am honest, I will answer "in 

length proportional to my offense against civilization." Be it a short cooling-

off period or a lengthy exile; society demands a just punishment.  Honest 

repentance is often a good excuse for probation but beware. A lapse in be-

havior will be taken justifiably as a sign by the society of faked remorse or 

weak conviction, and future pardons will be postponed. What if I am right 

and society is wrong? This is seldom true but often advanced in argument. 

Living in opposition to the prevailing culture is a lonely, arduous battle, and 

often lasts more than a lifetime.  

Being alone with oneself with no distractions is an unusual state. It forces 

meditation. We must think about our relationship with the society that is 

shunning us. In the empty, lonely room, we can invite all of the opinions of 

mankind to speak, without thinking that we must shout them down. For the 

Christian, we must call on the Holy Spirit to testify, either in our support or to 

advise us toward a different kind of behavior.  To be a Christian is to give an 

authoritative place in our analysis to the voice of the Spirit, both in Bible 

study and prayer.  In this calm atmosphere, we may conclude that society is 

correct, and we must repent. 

Whether we emerge from isolation as a justified warrior or repentant sinner, 

we Christians must adopt a winsome and humble attitude toward authority.  

Though we are part of mankind, we are disci-

ples of Jesus Christ, and will always have con-

tention with the society of Caesar. And society 

will always demand justice, even from some 

who do not deserve punishment. Even though 

it is our room to which we retreat, it is located 

in the house that the society of Man has built.  

To the extent that our room is part of a Christian community, we can leave 

the door unlocked without destroying our place of refuge. We can leave our 

place of refuge and engage the world as a Christian, without having to pre-

tend to be a different person. We have a duty, as far as it lies with us, to 

make our society a place where Christian values can flourish. At the other 

end of our prayer connection, the Holy Spirit is waiting to help us to keep 

our room tidy and clean. 

With my portion of free will, granted to me by God, I build my own room, 

"GO TO YOUR ROOM !" by Tim Hurst 



“The cure is not the 

Please Pray: 

Remember God’s gift 
of Baptism as you 
pray: 

 

•  Thank God that He is 
the God who saves. 
Pray that all might fear, 
love and trust in Him 
alone.  

 

•  Thank God for the 
people in your life. May 
we speak well of them 
and explain everything 
in the kindest way.  

  

•  Thank God for 
forgiveness. Pray for 
the strength to forgive 
those who have sinned 
against you. 

 

 

tempered by the allegiance I owe to my Creator and Savior. Likewise, man-

kind, of which I am a member, has built a house that is far from perfect and 

expects everyone to live inside its walls. My task is to reconcile these two 

incompatible visions in my personal life. My free will may be compatible with 

neither. The process of reconciliation is called justice or forgiveness or both. 

We need prayerful guidance from the Holy Spirit for this task. We consider 

ourselves to be entitled to freedom, but we can be effective only if we are 

committed to justice. 

Scripture Readings  

11/1  Deuter. 34:1-12 Matthew 21:1-22 

11/2  Jer.1:1-19   Matthew 21:23-46 

11/3  Jer. 3:6—4:2  Matthew 22:1-22 

11/4  Jer. 5:1-19   Matthew 22:23-46 

11/5  Jer. 7:1-29   Matthew 23:1-12 

11/6  Jer. 8:18—9:12 Matthew 23:13-39 

11/7  Jer. 11:1-23  Matthew 24:1-28 

11/8  Jer. 20:1-18  Matthew 24:29-51 

11/9  Jer. 22:1-23  Matthew 25:1-13 

11/10 Jer. 23:1-20  Matthew 25:14-30 

11/11 Jer. 23:21-40  Matthew 25:31-46 

11/12 Jer. 25:1-18  Matthew 26:1-19 

11/13 Jer. 26:1-19  Matthew 26:20-35 

11/14 Jer. 29:1-19  Matthew 25:36-56 

11/15 Jer. 30:1-24  Matthew 26:57-75 

11/16 Jer. 31:1-17, 23-34 Matthew 27:1-10 

11/17 Jer. 33:1-22  Matthew 27:11-32 

11/18 Jer. 37:1-21  Matthew 27:33-56 

11/19 Jer. 38:1-28  Matthew 27:57-66 

11/20 Daniel 1:1-21  Matthew 28:1-20 

11/21 Daniel 2:1-23  Revelation 18:1-24 

11/22 Daniel 2:24-49 Revelation 19:1-21 

11/23 Daniel 3:1-30  Revelation 20:1-15 

11/24 Daniel 4:1-37  Revelation 21:1-8 

11/25 Daniel 5:1-30  Revelation 21:9-27 

11/26  Daniel 6:1-28  Revelation 22:1-21 

11/27 Isaiah 1:1-28  1 Peter1:1-12 

11/28 Isaiah 2:1-22  1 Peter 1:13-25 

11/29 Isaiah 5:1-25  1 Peter 2:1-12 

11/30 Isaiah 6:1—7:9   1 Peter 2:13-25 

Librarian Recommendations by 

Jean Schneider 

 
The Thanksgiving Story by Alice Dalgiesh 

In this festive Caldecott Honor–winning picture book, 

Alice Dalgiesh brings to life the origin of the Thanks-

giving holiday for readers of all ages. 

Giles, Constance and Damaris Hopkins are all passen-

gers aboard the crowded Mayflower, journeying to the 

New World to start a new life. Things get a little more 

cramped when their baby brother Oceanus is born 

during the passage. However, when they arrive, there 

are even worse challenges to face as the Pilgrims are 

subjected to hunger, cold, and sickness that put their 

small colony in great danger. With the help of the Na-

tive Americans though, they might just be able to sur-

vive their first year in this strange land and have a No-

vember harvest to celebrate for generations! 

The Very First Thanksgiving by Rhonda Growler-

Greene 

From the same team that brought you The Day Jesus 

Was Born comes a charming story that introduces the 

Thanksgiving holiday to young readers. 

This is the food, gathered and blessed, 

the corn and sweet berries, and wild turkey dressed, 

shared on the very first Thanksgiving Day. 

Join author Rhonda Gowler Greene and illustrator 

Susan Gaber on a journey back to the very first 

Thanksgiving Day, when two societies came together 

to feast and honor the earth's bounty in peace. 

Not Forsaken by Louie Giglio 

National bestselling book from Louie Giglio, author of 

Goliath Must Fall and co-founder of Passion City 

Church and the Passion Conference. 

What do you think about when you think about God? 

Continued 



Some would say he’s a ruler that expects absolute loyalty and tribute. Others say 

God is their coach who is only satisfied when they’ve pushed hard enough and per-

formed to his expectations. Maybe to you he’s more like a virtual assistant you ad-

dress when you’ve exhausted all other options, or an old man sitting in a cloud 

whose best days are behind him, better off forgotten.  

Your view of God is the most important thing about you. It informs everything about 

who we are and who we’re becoming. It is vital we understand this; because if we 

have a flawed view of God, we’ll have a flawed view of life. 

What would it mean to us then if God’s desire was to be nearer to us - not a coach or 

a King, a genie or a distant memory,  but a Father a perfect Father who never wants 

you to live a day without his blessing? 

In “Not Forsaken”, Louie Giglio points us to a God is not absent or ambivalent, but is 

available and affectionate, ready to shower us with his approval and love. This has 

radical significance for the very foundations of the Christian faith. Louie offers this 

promise, that our God has spanned heaven and earth to reach us. 

When we take hold of this truth, we are not defined by our pasts but by the love of a 

perfect Father. God wants us to experience his unique, unconditional love and to live 

in the freedom, abundance, and blessing He freely gives. Our hearts are transformed 

by Him and we are free to rest in the identity, value, and plan God has given us. You 

are not forsaken. You are loved. You are valued. 

You are cared for by the God of the universe whose arms are strong and whose 

heart is good.  

  

 

Blood drive on November 19. Volunteers and cookies 

are needed.   

We still need 3 coordinators to help with the  Blood Drive 

set up. There are 6 Drives a year. Three people would 

do two drives per year making the drives easier. 

Christmas Tree Raising 
November 30, 8:30am 

Please join us.  
It is a great  start  

to the Advent season  



St Paul Lutheran Church 

PO BOX 490 

Hamburg, MI 48139 

St Paul Lutheran Church 

PO BOX 490  place keeper 

Hamburg, MI 48139 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Fall Clean-Up 

November 9th 9am – 12pm 

 

Tasks 

General Yard/Property Clean-up 

Rake and move leaves to garden 

Pick up sticks in the yard 

Trim bushes & grasses around church 

Split large grasses 

Cut trees and bushes back from building 

Trim burning bushes 

Clean out gutters & down spouts 

Please bring any tools you think will be helpful to complete the above tasks: (eg: 
trimmers, shovels, rakes, wheel barrow…) 

 

For additional information Contact: Keith Burns 734-395-7520 

-Rain Date November 10th 12pm – 2pm                        
 


