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LAC (Living Active Christians) 

This is the youth group for confirmation students -
generally 7th and 8th graders. A planning meeting was held 
at the end of August. Their first event will be held on Sep-

tember 15. It’s movie time: “Dora and the Lost City of 
Gold.” We will meet at church at 2:00 p.m., go and see the 
movie, and come back to church for food and fun in ad-

vance of Confirmation class which meets at 6:30 p.m. that 
evening. The cost is $10 which covers movie and food back at church. 

The plan for the rest of the school year is: 

• October 20: Corn Maze etc. 

• November 17: Zap Zone and more 

• December 7: Angel Tree Gifting Shopping      

• January 19: Escape Room        

• February 16:   Iron Grip Ninja and Obstacle Course      

• March 15:  Guernsey Dairy Tour (or Game Tournament)    

• March 28-29: Junior High Youth Gathering at CUAA      

• April 19:   Sky Zone (may to moved to April 26)       

• May 17:  Tigers Baseball Game        

• May 29-31: Junior High Youth Gathering - Frankenmuth, MI 

• The week of June 15-19: Michigan Adventure 

 

Join us this year for learning and fellowship in Christ!! 

Senior High Event  

As we begin this new school year our first event will be Sunday, September 22. It’s 
bowling and planning for the school year as well as getting some special events on 
your calendars. We will meet right after the 11:00 a.m. worship service, have lunch 

together, set a course, and have some fun. We will return to church by 4 p.m. after 
the bowling extravaganza.  

Confirmation students  

and  
High Schoolers!  
Save the date!  

October 6:  

Sunday of Service 

Holy Huddle (Confirmation Students) 

Holy Huddle will meet with parents beginning Sunday, September 15, participat-
ing in the study “Confirmation Journey”. This class will begin at 9:45 a.m. with gath-
ering in the Holy Huddle room and move to the multipurpose room for a continuation 

of learning activities. Confirmation students will meet without parents in a special 
session on September 8. 



EVENTS THIS MONTH 
9/1  8:30am Baumgartner Baptism 
  and Confirmation 
 9:45am  Community Outreach  
  Ministry Action Team 

9/2 Office Closed 
9/8 8:30am Munshaw Baptism 
 12-3pm Fall Festival 

9/15 Sunday School Milestone  
  Blessing 
 News articles due 
 6:30pm  Confirmation 

9/17 1-7pm  Blood Drive 
 7:00pm Church Council 

9/22 Milestone Blessing confirmation 
 both services 
 6:30pm  Confirmation 
9/29 6:30pm  Confirmation 

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
Sunday  
7:30am   Fresh Brew Bible Study 
8:30am   Divine Service 
9:45am   Education Hour 
11:00am Divine Service and Kids’  
     Connection 
 
Monday 
9:00am   Quilters 
11:00am  Women’s Bible Study 
 
 
Tuesday 
9:00am   Old Timers 
1:00pm   Knitting Group 
 
Saturday 
8:30am   Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am   Altar Preparation 
10:30am  AA/Alanon 

In Genesis, the day immediately after 

the creation of people, there was a day of rest. I shared in my August newsletter 

article a thought based on that fact. Rest is often thought of as something we do 

when we are exhausted.  There is a joy, when instead, we start with rest. This is 

especially true when our  rest is a celebration of God’s goodness.  When rest comes 

before our tasks, we can approach those jobs with vigor knowing that the Lord is with 

us. 

Now the fall season is nearly here as we approach Labor Day weekend.  We 

celebrate labor by not working.  (That is a good thing—remember, build upon the 

foundation of rest.) Then we go back to our work.   

First, let’s go back to Genesis for another lesson in order.  Work came into this world 

before sin.  Work was not part of their punishment. Work was a gift from God 

included in creation when it was all good.  

Some of the nature of work did change 

due to the fall.  Work would become 

more difficult as “thorns and thistles” 

would accompany the “sweat of your 

face” as all of the world reflected the 

brokenness that came with sin.   

But remember the order.  Before sin, 

Adam and Eve had work to do.  They 

were to care for the garden and serve 

all of God’s creation through the tasks God had given them.  They were not in a 

paradise of perpetual vacation.  They were in a paradise with meaningful ways to 

spend their time.  

Work is still a blessing today.  Again, we realize that the nature of work has been 

made more difficult since the fall.  However, through our various tasks we remember 

that God has given us good gifts to share.  People were created in God’s image.  

They reflect His goodness as they serve others through their work.  

“KEEPING THINGS IN 

THE RIGHT ORDER” 
By Rev. Riggs 

Youth Bible Study for High School Students  
This class will begin Sunday, September 8. The topic is Cold-Case Christianity. Stu-

dents will learn 10 investigative principles and apply them to God’s word. This is go-

ing to be an awesome study. The class meets at 9:45 am in the youth study room 

(Room 4) on the lower level. Four critical questions will be asked. Were they: 

• present? 

• corroborated? 

• accurate? 

• biased? 

continued 



Scripture Readings for July 
9/1   1 Kings 18:1-19  Ephesians 1:1-23 
9/2   1 Kings 18:20-40  Ephesians 2:1-22 
9/3    1 Kings 19:1-21  Ephesians 3:1-21 
9/4   2 Kings 2:1-18   Ephesians 4:1-24 
9/5    2 Kings 2:19-25;4:1-7  
     Ephesians 4:25--5:14 
9/6     2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37  
     Ephesians 5:15-23 
9/7    2 Kings 4:38-5:8    Ephesians 6:1-24 
9/8    2 Kings 5:9-27   Philippians 1:1-20 
9/9    2 Kings 6:1-23   
             Philippians 1:21—2:11 
9/10  2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29    
   Philippians 2:12-30 
9/11  2 Chronicles 29:1-24  
   Philippians 3:1-21 
9/12  2 Chronicles 31:1-21  
   Philippians 4:1-23 
9/13  2 Chronicles 32:1-22  
   Colossians 1:1-23 
9/14  2 Chronicles 33:1-25  
   Colossians 1:24--2:7 
9/15  2 Chronicles 34:1-4, 8-11, 14-33   
   Colossians 2:8-23 
9/16  2 Chronicles 35:1-7, 16-25   
   Colossians 3:1-25 

 9/17  2 Chronicles 36:1-23  
   Colossians 4:1-18 
 9/18  Nehemiah 1:1-2:10  
   1 Timothy 1:1-20 
 9/19  Nehemiah 2:11-20; 4:1-6  
   1 Timothy 2:1-15 
 9/20  Nehemiah 4:7-23 1 Timothy 3:1-16 
 9/21  Nehemiah 5:1-16; 6:1-9, 15-16 1   
   Timothy 4:1-16 
 9/22 Nehemiah 7:1-4; 8:1-18  
             1 Timothy 5:1-16 
 9/23 Nehemiah 9:1-21  
   1 Timothy 5:17--6:2 
 9/24  Nehemiah 9:22-38 , 1 Timothy 6:3-21 
 9/25 Malachi 1:1-14 Matthew 3:1-17 
 9/26 Malachi 2:1-3:5 Matthew 4:1-11 
 9/27  Malachi 3:6-4:6 Matthew 4:12-25 
 9/28   Deuteronomy 1:1-18,  
   Matthew 5:1-20 
 9/29  Deuteronomy 1:19-36  
   Matthew 5:21-48 
 9/30  Deuteronomy 1:37-2:15    
   Matthew 6:1-15 

Continued  

 

              “SINS, SIN, AND SINNING”  by Tim Hurst 

Sins are offenses against specific sections of the Law. Sin is a willful disobedience 

to the One who created us. Most of us are familiar with the seven deadly sins: pride, 

greed, lust, envy, gluttony, wrath, and sloth. Life seems easier when we compart-

mentalize our sin; looking only at fragments leaves great areas of apparent virtue. 

We can temporarily cure our anger by suppressing it, or our gluttony by eating less. 

We can make a one-time large donation and claim generosity. With extraordinary 

effort, we can be courteous and pleasant to the person we hate. All these partial 

reforms can proceed when convenient, without the thorough repentance that taps 

into that life-altering grace that redirects our behavior. So, typically, we pray for small 

bits of grace for forgiveness of small sins. Less often, out of the anguish of our souls, 

we ask for the grace of the Cross to transform our lives to God's plan rather than our 

own. 

All of the world's religions offer lists of sins and a price for the forgiveness of each. 

Uniquely, the Christian faith requires a life transformation to uproot the urge to sin 

within our lives, not merely prune its branches. The Christian sees sin as man's op-

position to God's purpose and power, a denial of God's authority in daily life.  A sin is 

a deliberate act of defiant free will that relegates God's design to second place and 

decides moral conduct by majority rule. Each of the enumerated sins is rejected or 

permitted according to the will of man rather than the Word of God. This action fulfills 

This is true both of jobs that generate money and in the jobs that have a different 

form of payment.  Especially on Labor Day weekend, we thank God for the tasks that 

make possible the funds we need to support ourselves and others.  Yet both students 

who do not yet have a paycheck and those who retired from their jobs long ago, have 

tasks to do.  All of them are meaningful.  Through each of them,  the gifts of God are 

used for ourselves, for others, and to reflect our God’s goodness.  

As Paul wrote to Christian workers, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 

Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 

inheritance as your reward.  You are serving the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-

24) 

Remember the order…All was good before the fall.  Work was there before there was 

sin. May we recognize the Lord’s presence and gifts through our tasks.   

I pray you enjoy Labor Day weekend. 

Pastor Bob Riggs 



“The cure is not the 

power of self-will ...” 

- 

Please Pray: 

• Pray that “the cure is 

not the power of self-

will.” 

• Thank God for daily 

bread. Pray that all 

would be fed and 

clothed this day. 

• Pray that God would 

empower you by His 

Spirit, to live in 

righteousness, 

innocence, and 

blessedness. 

• Thank God for 

family. Pray that God 

would guide all 

families to love each 

other with the love of 

God in Christ Jesus.  

the serpent's voice, speaking in Genesis, "and you shall 

be like gods, knowing good and evil." We judge our 

neighbor by our personal standards and define our per-

sonal differences of opinion into sins against society. 

When we sin, we disrupt the order which God has or-

dained for the world He created. Our personal contribu-

tion to the history of the world is small, but it is still im-

portant. Small acts, or failures to act, can have infectious 

results, impossible to comprehend. My sin and your sin, 

multiplied by the millions, shape the culture of the society 

in which we live. God's design is distorted by our actions 

until we sometimes wonder if God is out there at all, or is 

listening to our prayers. As we live in the stream of histo-

ry, we pollute it, so that all who live downstream in time 

will be affected by what we do today. When we truly re-

pent of disrupting God's order, we are repenting of being 

imperfect human beings, and are asking to be humble 

servants in the household of God. While we pray for for-

giveness of past sins, we also pray for God's transform-

ing power to enter our lives and guide us to be better 

people.  "May thy kingdom come; thy will be done." 

The apostle Paul, in his letter to the Galatians clearly 

shows us that sin is an attitude of the mind of mankind 

against the authority of God. "The sinful nature desires 

what is contrary to the ( Holy ) Spirit and the Spirit what is 

contrary to the sinful nature."  Following, he lists various 

"sins" which are acts that proceed from a sinful nature 

(sexual immorality, jealousy, fits of rage, etc."). The cure 

is not the power of self-will against the acts themselves. 

Rather it is a positive embrace of the Spirit, filling our soul 

and driving out our bad attitude. This has fruits also, 

(love, joy, peace, etc.) which reinforce our relationship to 

Christ, and we are reborn as children of God. (Galatians 

5: 16-26) 

When we repent of who we are, rather than what we did 

recently, we are praying to put off the character of Adam 

and become strengthened to be imitators of Christ. Our 

goal is Paradise, and we will not reach it in this life on this 

earth, but we will strive, nevertheless. Our loving and 

forgiving God forgives our sins of the past and sees us as 

the sainted human beings of the future, cleansed and fit 

to kneel before His throne. 

Librarian Recommendations  
by Jean Schneider 

Infidel  

by Ted Dekker, Lost Books #2 

After being stretched to their limits, the four heroic 

young Forest Guard recruits, Johnis, Silvie, Billos, and 

Darsal face new dangers on their mission to secure the 

seven lost Books of History. Celebrated as a hero, 

Johnis's world is shattered when he learns that his 

mother may not be dead as presumed but could be 

living as a slave to the Horde. Throwing caution to the 

wind, he rushes to her rescue. But this is precisely what 

the Horde has planned. Now he will face a choice be-

tween Silvie, whom he is quickly falling for, and his 

sworn duty to protect the Forest Dwellers. How can he 

save those he loves without betraying his own people? 

In the end, one will be revealed as the Infidel. And noth-

ing will be the same for the remaining Chosen. 

 

A Snoodle’s Tale,  

Veggie Tales, DVD, Youth 

Welcome to Snoodleburg, home of the Snoodles! A 

curious folk who eat pancakes with noodles! In the tra-



dition of the Veggie Tales classic, Flibber-o-loo, Bob the Tomato tells the touching 

story of Snoodle Doo, a lovable little character who learns that the way others see 

him doesn't matter at all because God sees how special and beautiful each of us is, 

and that's just how we should see ourselves! In Dr. Jiggle & Mr. Sly – a hilarious tale 

inspired by the classic Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde – the Veggies learn to be true to them-

selves, told as only Veggie Tales could – with a disco beat and a white polyester 

leisure suit! Included with this great new release is the much-loved story, Flibber-o-

loo, where kids learn that helping your neighbor means helping those in need. 50 

Minutes. 

 

The Wonder of Your Love  

by Beth Wiseman, Fiction 

Katie Ann lost the love of her life. Then God offers her a new beginning in Colorado. 

Katie Ann Stolzfus lives in the small Amish community of Canaan, Colorado. At forty 

she is widowed and raising her first child. But baby Jonas will never know his father, 

and Katie Ann wonders if her Heavenly Father hasn't forgotten about her as well. Is it 

really God's plan for her to be a single parent? Eli Detweiler has come to Canaan for 

a wedding and a long vacation. Having raised six children following the death of his 

young wife, Eli is finally an empty-nester. He's enjoying the slower pace of having no 

one to care for but himself. When Katie Ann and Eli meet, there is an instant connec-

tion. Yet as strong as the attraction is, they both acknowledge that a romance would 

never work. He is done parenting, while she has just begun. But as their friendship 

slowly blossoms into feelings that are as frightening as they are intoxicating, Katie 

Ann and Eli question if the plans they made for themselves are in line with God's 

plans. Can Katie Ann entrust her heart to another man and rediscover the wonder of 

God's love? 

Fall Festival 

 September 8 from 12-3 pm  

Make plans to join us on Sunday, September 8 for our 

community festival at St. Paul. There are lots of fun 

activities planned for the day including: bounce hous-

es, games, the VBS band, food, and fellowship. 

Please consider who you might be able to invite to 

join us for this event from your neighborhood, friends, or family. The event is free 

and is a great way to introduce St. Paul to anyone who might be looking for a 

church. Volunteers will be needed for set up and clean up, running games, cooking 

desserts (bars only, no cakes or pies), and gathering items for our door prizes. Sign 

up here: https://tinyurl.com/StPaulFall2019 

Dessert Donations are needed for the Fall Festival on September 8 

If you can bake cookies, brownies, or other bars (no cakes or pies), please sign up 

in the fellowship hall, or online here: https://tinyurl.com/StPaulFall2019 

Volunteers are needed for the Fall Festival 

We are looking for some folks to help staff the welcome table (to greet), help with 

set up and clean up, and run some of the events for the day. If you can help in any 

way, please sign up in the fellowship hall, or online here: https://tinyurl.com/

StPaulFall2019 

Sunday of Service – 

October 6th  

We will be providing an opportunity to connect 

the members of St. Paul to their neighbor through acts of service on Sunday, 

October 6. A ministry action team is working to identify local work projects in the 

community of Hamburg, through our Compassionate Care ministry, and from needs 

of St. Paul members. Congregational members will have the opportunity to sign up 

for specific work projects as a family, both on and off site, to share the love of Jesus 

through our working hands. Members will be sent out to work following our worship 

service and will return for a luncheon. All ages, abilities, and mobility levels will have 

opportunities to serve. Please let the church office know of any work projects that 

you or someone else might need assistance with around their homes.  
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