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Do You Want a White Stone? by Pastor Riggs 

February 2019 Good News 
Please pray: 

• for all Christians, that they 
would help and defend the 

orphan and widow, the 

poor and lonely, the help-

less and oppressed. 

• for families, that they might 

attend worship to hear the 

Word and receive the 

Sacraments. 

• For the homeless, that they 

might find a warm and safe 

place to lay their head, food 

for their bellies, hope for 

the future, and rest in the 

love of Christ. 

Some prayers are taken from 
the LCMS Pray for Us Calendar 
at lcms.org. You are encour-
aged visit this site and use the 
daily prayers in your own 
prayer and devotions . 
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Wednesday’s Revelation 

Bible Study continues 

through the end of Febru-

ary. 

Reminder—The same material 

for the week is covered at 1 

p.m. and 7 p.m. so come either 

time. 

Ask Pastor Bob if you want the 

sheets used in the class emailed 

or mailed to you.  

 

In Revelation 2:17, among the 

promises of Jesus to those who 

trust Him, is a white stone.  

What is meant by that white 

stone? There are several possi-

ble answers: 

--Some commentators say that 

stones were used to cast ver-

dicts in a trial. White=not guilty. 

--Another possible reference is 

that stones were sometimes 

used as admission tickets to a 

banquet.  

--Another possibility comes 

from Jewish teachers who said 

that precious stones came with 

the manna in the wilderness—

and receiving the hidden manna 

is also part of that verse.  

Which meaning do you prefer? 

This much is clear—if Christ 

offers it—you want a white 

stone! 

The images of Revelation paint 

the picture of a vision of Christ 

and the mission of His church.  

There are different ways you 

can understand the details—but 

you can not miss the big picture.  

While not all Scripture has the 

symbols of Revelation, there are 

a number of Scriptures where 

we might question the details, 

but we can not miss the big 

picture. There are a number of 

life events of which we could 

say the same.  

What will we experience in this 

life?  

 Whether joy or challenges, 

nothing can separate us from 

God’s love in Jesus (Romans 

8:38). 

What is the mission of the church 

in a fallen world?  

 Connecting people to Je-

sus—He is the only Savior (Acts 

4:12). 

What exactly is heaven like?  

Someday we will know! We will 

be at home! (John 14:1-3) 

Until our Lord welcomes us 

home, may His Word and Sacra-

ment help us to see the big 

picture. 

 

Game Time 

This event was a result of the 

Asset Mapping 

FEBRUARY 8 at 1 pm 

FEBRUARY 22 at 7 p.m. 

Informal…Bring a snack and/or 

a game or puzzle to share. 
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Do corporations have souls? 

This seems to be a frivolous 

question, but corporations do 

have a life cycle - birth - growth 

- peak - decay. Could we write a 

biography of a business? If we 

did, we would be writing the 

biographies of the people who 

lived in it, who made the deci-

sions and did the work to give it 

birth and make it thrive and, 

ultimately, to die. After all, an 

enterprise begins to live only as 

human beings extend effort, and 

that effort becomes visible to 

other people.  

The engagement starts slowly. It 

may be as simple as picking up a 

stone at the beach and wonder-

ing at its shape and color. The 

mind asks questions. Answers 

come slowly. More investigation. 

More experiments. Little by 

little, the total capabilities of 

mind and body are engaged until 

the total effort of a human being 

is consumed. 

What motivates people to un-

dertake such a mission? Why do 

people exhaust themselves, take 

risks, neglect pleasures, and 

otherwise stress their lives, all in 

pursuit of one objective? There 

are many examples in history: 

Madam Curie discovering radi-

um, Scott journeying to the 

South Pole, St. Paul in his mis-

sionary journeys, Henry Ford 

slaving away evenings and week-

ends at the house on Bagley 

Avenue to build an automo-

bile   . .  . The list goes on and 

on. We can only understand 

these levels of striving by look-

ing at the whole life and the 

motives that drive the effort. 

There appear to be at least 

three different impulses to set 

the creative urge in motion. 

First, there may be a thirst for 

money, power, or fame, that 

consumes a person and leads 

him to focus on a task that 

promises success. Second, there 

may be such intense curiosity, 

such dedication to knowledge 

that a person feels compelled to 

work on a narrow slice of life, 

to take it as far as it will go. 

Third, a person may be so 

moved by empathy and compas-

sion for some other people, that 

he is driven to an intense effort 

to serve and improve the lives 

of others. Sometimes motives 

are mixed; Henry Ford was 

intensely curious about the tech-

nical future of the automobile; 

he had a vision of every man 

with his own automobile travel-

ing everywhere in total freedom, 

and he hoped to make a few 

dollars from his efforts. 

Few of us have the opportunity 

to dedicate ourselves to some 

great cause or exclusive focus. 

Most of us have many small 

tasks, added one on another, to 

make a life with education, job, 

family, church. Sometimes our 

ambitions are fulfilled; other 

times we feel overwhelmed by 

the drudgery of small tasks. We 

may experience a feeling of total 

dedication for a short time when 

we cheer on a favorite team or 

try to cope with a family emer-

gency. While we work hard to 

keep stability in our lives, we 

envy those who seem to be 

doing important things, while we 

live with little excitement or 

purpose. 

When God calls us to a mighty 

task, we may or may not feel 

prepared to abandon our quiet, 

peaceful lives. Many heroes of 

the Bible were people who al-

tered a normal life for one of 

great risk at the command of 

the Lord - Abraham, Elijah, Da-

vid, Paul. Jesus sent His disciples 

on missions and asked them to 

persevere in spite of persecu-

tion or hardship or danger. He 

also admonished His disciples to 

be servants rather than rulers, 

to be humble rather than arro-

gant, to be obedient rather than 

willful. Jesus himself was tempt-

ed by the devil in the desert at 

the start of His ministr 

(Matthew 4: 1-11). Note that 

the devil tempted Jesus in three 

ways - with material goods, with 

kingly power, and with popular 

fame. In fact, the attitude we 

bring to the task is as important 

as the task itself, and both the 

works of the hands and the 

works of the mind must be 

compatible with the will of God. 

The Bible also tells the story of 

many people who lived unexcit-

ing, humble, dedicated lives.  

Do corporations, governments, 

and associations have souls? We 

Christians who work for them 

and manage and direct them will 

be held to account by the Mas-

ter. We are all servants, one of 

another, and our working life 

should reflect this. If we are 

only in it for the money or the 

power or the fame, our labor is 

in vain. (Ecclesiastes) We need 

to approach our daily work with 

gratitude for the ability to be 

useful to our family, our com-

munity, and those who depend 

on our efforts. In our work, our 

church, and our community, we 

can improve the situation of all 

of us by acting as the servants 

and agents of our Lord, who 

washed the feet of His disciples 

and took the burden of his sin 

on his own shoulders. 

 

“...the devil 

tempted Jesus in 

three ways - with 

material goods, 

with kingly 

power, and with 

popular fame. ” 

May I Serve You? by Tim Hurst 
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ST. PAUL PLAYGOERS IS 

BACK BY POPULAR DE-

MAND! For those who are not 

familiar with how the group 

works, it is not a group that you 

have to “join” or attend meet-

ings. We reserve tickets for a 

play, and if you’d like to go, you 

merely sign up and pay for your 

tickets by the deadline. Anyone 

is welcome for any play. If you 

have a friend you would like to 

introduce to St. Paul, this is an 

excellent opportunity. 

 We usually carpool or meet at 

the theatre if it’s local. Typically 

we go to a restaurant for dinner 
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will continue to March 10. 

Anyone is welcome and 

encouraged to partici-

pate!  

Be sure to watch your e-

News and Sunday Bulle-

tins for further infor-

mation. Any questions or 

suggestions for upcoming 

plays or concerts, con-

tact Cindy Elowsky, (810) 

231-3851 

or celowsky@charter.net. 

Fellowship News by Cindy Elowsky 

before or after, depending on 

the time of the play. We usually 

go to Saturday matinees. 

 Playgoers will be expanded to 

include Christian concerts or 

movies, and we will take re-

quests. We would especially like 

to support our members who 

are performing in plays or con-

certs with a group in attendance 

to cheer them on. 

 Tickets have been reserved for 

our first play - “Old Time Reli-

gion” being performed at Corn-

well’s Turkeyville Dinner Thea-

tre in Marshall April 13 at noon. 

Sign up began January 20 and 

Call Committee Update – January 23, 2019 

term congregation/pastor 

relationship, and the im-

portance of surrounding the 

call process with prayer. 

Since then, we have been 

working on questions to ask 

candidates once we receive a 

call list. We will choose some 

questions to email out in 

Our call committee has met five 

times since its formation in 

December.  So far, work has 

consisted of understanding the 

call process, setting norms for 

operation, reviewing infor-

mation gathered by the Transi-

tion Thinking Team, and under-

standing congregational survey 

results and historical statistics.  

At our second meeting, we 

invited our Circuit Visitor, Rev. 

Paul Neuendorf of St. Paul Ann 

Arbor to review the call process 

and advise us regarding candi-

date personal information, han-

dling confidential information, 

seeing the process from the 

candidate’s perspective, respect-

ing the seriousness of a long 

night Lenten Service. 

Lent is a beautiful time of 

preparation for Easter. Please 

plan on joining us March 6 for 

the Ash Wednesday service. 

The next five Wednesdays 

include Simple Suppers at 6 

pm with Vespers Service at 7 

pm. 

Lenten Services are also an 

excellent time to encourage 

neighbors and friends to join 

you for God’s Word. 

service; they consider it an hon-

or to sing at the churches they 

visit and especially so within a 

worship setting. All they ask in 

return is the use of our facility to 

hold their rehearsal after the 

service is concluded. (At St. Paul 

Wednesday night is also regular 

rehearsal night, so they like to 

sneak a rehearsal in wherever 

churches are singing following 

the service itself).  

On March 13, the Choralaires 

will be singing at our Wednesday 

Every year the Choralaires 

spend the Lenten season singing 

at a different Lutheran Church 

for each Lenten service, culmi-

nating in the Tre-Ore service at 

Historic Trinity on Good Fri-

day. They sing as part of our 

service, preparing up to six 

songs to be spread throughout 

the service as we see fit and as 

makes sense for our planned 

worship. 

There is no fee nor do they 

want donations as part of this 

The Lutheran Choralaires by Lynda Minger 

Continued pg. 4 
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Nairobi, Kenya: News from Britt Odemba  

and teaching sessions on 

various topics. Afternoons 

were devoted to fun activities 

and games. As we work to-

gether in partnership with 

the ELCK, we continue to 

strive for excellence and 

ensure that the students who 

leave the Project 24 program 

know and accept Jesus Christ 

as their Lord. I look forward 

to how this partnership will 

continue to grow and mature 

in this new year to benefit 

our students.  

You can visit her website for 

more information, news, needed 

prayers, and to donate at 

https://www.lcms.org/

britt.anderson 

Britt Odmeba is one of the mis-

sionaries that St Paul supports. She 

has joined us to visit and share her 

work several times. The following is 

from her current newsletter: 

I have been involved with the 

Project 24 program for a few 

years now, and have observed 

steady growth and progress in 

the endeavor resulting from the 

partnership between the LCMS 

and the ELCK. Each new year 

seems to bring an additional 

feature that encourages the 

students to continue their spir-

itual walk with the Lord. As I 

previously have reported in my 

newsletters, the younger stu-

dents from each Project 24 site, 

participate in two Catechetical 

Club events each year. These 

events provide opportunities for 

spiritual growth, training, team 

building, and athletics. However, 

the secondary students who 

have graduated, are unable to 

participate as they reside at 

various boarding schools 

throughout Kenya. Following 

discussions with our Project 24 

director, John Kissinger, the 

ELCK committed to hosting a 

Bible Camp specifically for the 

secondary students in the pro-

gram. The Bible Camp would be 

a three-day event during the 

month of November, after the 

school year had ended and the 

children would be free to at-

tend. This year, the evangelists 

or chaplains of each Project 24 

site came together and planned 

the Bible Camp. Several ELCK 

pastors led morning instruction 

Call Committee Update  continued 

During this time between 

long term pastors, our con-

gregation continues to be 

served by our Intentional 

Interim, Pastor Bob 

Riggs.  He is serving St. Paul 

full-time during this transi-

tion.  If you have any pastoral 

needs, he would be glad to 

hear from you.  You may call 

the church office or his cell 

phone at 614-562-9222. 

St. Paul Pastoral 

Call Committee 

advance to get a feel for wheth-

er a candidate appears to be a 

fit for our congregation. We will 

then follow up with live phone 

interview questions to narrow 

down the candidate list and 

form a recommendation to the 

congregation in preparation for 

a call meeting yet this quarter. 

We received a list of candidates 

from the Michigan District Of-

fice this week and met with our 

Circuit Visitor on Wednesday, 

January 23 to go over our next 

steps. There are 13 candidates 

on the list. We will be digesting 

and discussing the District and 

self evaluation information pro-

vided for each candidate at up-

coming meetings.   

If you have questions or infor-

mation to offer the call commit-

tee, please feel free to speak 

with any one of us. Committee 

members are Stan Bucrek 

(chair), Jacob Gorkowski, Mike 

Hausch, Chris Mowers, Chadd 

Schlamb, Tara Smith, Bob Ved-

der, and Miriam Yakimow. 
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The Fiddler by Beverly 

Lewis (Home to Hickory 

Hollow Series) 

Amelia "Amy" DeVries, a 24-

year-old violinist, is disillu-

sioned with life and love after 

the collapse of her long-

running romance. Weary of 

endless rehearsals and perfor-

mances, Amy sets out on a 

road trip through the Pennsyl-

vania mountains. She leaves 

her cell phone behind so life's 

demands can't intrude on her 

solitude. She doesn't know, 

nor care, where she will end 

up. 

When her car breaks down 

deep in the mountains, Amy 

realizes the flaw in her "no cell 

phone" plan. She abandons her 

car and walks the winding 

roads, searching for help. 

Following the smell of wood 

smoke and the sound of mu-

sic, she finds a rustic log cabin. 

There she meets a young 

Amish man--and through him 

a community that will change 

her life forever. 

 

To Wright, "The problem is that 

Paul is central to any under-

standing of earliest Christianity, 

yet Paul was a Jew; for many 

generations Christians of all 

kinds have struggled to put this 

together." Wright contends that 

our knowledge of Paul and ap-

preciation for his legacy cannot 

be complete without an under-

standing of his Jewish heritage. 

Giving us a thoughtful, in-depth 

exploration of the human and 

intellectual drama that shaped 

Paul, Wright provides greater 

clarity of the apostle’s writings, 

thoughts, and ideas, and helps us 

see them in a fresh, innovative 

way. 

Paul is a compelling modern 

biography that reveals the 

apostle’s greater role in Chris-

tian history as an inventor of 

new paradigms for how we un-

derstand Jesus and what he ac-

complished—and celebrates his 

stature as one of the most effec-

tive and influential intellectuals in 

human history. 

 

PAUL by N.T. Wright 

In this definitive biography, re-

nowned Bible scholar, Anglican 

bishop, and bestselling author 

N. T. Wright offers a radical 

look at the apostle Paul, illumi-

nating the humanity and re-

markable achievements of this 

intellectual who invented Chris-

tian theology—transforming a 

faith and changing the world. 

For centuries, Paul, the apostle 

who "saw the light on the road 

to Damascus" and made a mi-

raculous conversion from zeal-

ous Pharisee persecutor to 

devoted follower of Christ, has 

been one of the church’s most 

widely cited saints. While his 

influence on Christianity has 

been profound, N. T. Wright 

argues that Bible scholars and 

pastors have focused so much 

attention on Paul’s letters and 

theology that they have too 

often overlooked the essence of 

the man’s life and the extreme 

unlikelihood of what he 

achieved. 

Librarian Reviews by Jean Schneider 

In Our Community 

DART Needs Volunteers 

The Disaster Assistance Re-

sponse Team (DART) is a vol-

unteer organization that is com-

mitted to the support of Living-

ston County Michigan's First 

Responders, including Fire Fight-

ers, Sheriff Department, Local 

Police, and EMS. First respond-

ers put their lives on the line 

every day to help keep everyone 

safe. Though the inherent dan-

gers of their jobs are well 

known, extreme situations can 

cause stress and fatigue that can 

jeopardize their safety and the 

well being of those depending 

on them.  

The organization’s mission is to 

provide "canteen" services 

(coffee, cold drinks, and snacks) 

as well as "rehab" services that 

help keep First Responders 

warm and dry in the cold winter 

months and cool and hydrated 

in the hot summer months. 

They are currently seeking vol-

unteers in the southern portion 

of Livingston County, including, 

but not limited to Green Oak, 

Hamburg, Putnam, Unadilla, 

Brighton, Genoa, Marion and 

Iosco Townships. For more 

information contact Roy Seifried 

at rstuff8@comcast.net or 517-

518-2636.  
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

This event is for students 

4th – through 12th grade, 

February 8, from 7 to 11 p.m. 

It’s going to be a great night of 

games, food, friends, fun and 

probably much more! Bring a 

snack to share. Beverages will 

be provided.  

Late Night at St. Paul  

Build a house for a family in 

need in Mexico!! June 23-28, 

2019. An information  

packet and registration materi-

als are now available in the 

church entrance. Participants 

Confirmands 

will be responsible for airplane 

ticket to and from El Paso, 

Texas. And yes, those dates 

above are correct, in four days 

a basic home can be construct-

ed. We will be partnering with 

2 other Lutheran churches, 

Peace, Eau Claire, Wiscon-

sin and St. John’s, Orange, 

California.  

Youth Gathering Partici-

pants! The next installment of 

Bible Study and Community 

Building is Sunday, February 24 

followed by the next on March 

17. These will be great events - 

we want all students and adults 

to be well prepared. 

Youth Gathering Information 

Youth Gathering Congre-

gational Involvement Op-

portunities We invite mem-

bers of the congregation to 

visit the Giving Wall during the 

month of February – a great 

way to support students at-

tending the gathering. 

Also on Sunday, March 3, 

5:00 – 6:30 p.m. young peo-

ple will be hosting a Chili 

Cookoff and Dessert Fel-

lowship. If you have a    

“good-to-great” chili recipe 

contact Mike Hausch for 

entry information.  

Children’s program 2018 
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Sunday  

7:30am    Fresh Brew Bible Study 

8:30am    Divine Service  

9:45am    Education Hour  

11:00am  Divine Service and Kids’ Connection  

 

Monday 

9:00am    Quilters 

11:00am   Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm    Cub Scouts  

Tuesday 

9:00am    Old Timers 

1:30pm    Knitting Group  

7:00pm    Boy Scouts 

Wednesday 

1:00pm & 7:00pm    Revelations Study 

Saturday 

8:30am    Men’s Bible Study 

9:00am    Altar Preparation 

10:30am   AA/Alanon 

Weekly Schedule 

February 2019 

St. Paul Special Events Daily Readings 

2/3  9:45am  Congregational Meeting 

  Boy Scout Breakfast 

 12:15pm VBS Meeting 

2/8 1pm Game Time 

 7-11pm Youth Late Night Friday 

2/10 9:45am Welcoming Young Children Class 

 6:30pm Confirmation 

2/15 12:00pm Newsletter articles due  

2/16 11:00am Rollins Memorial Service 

 12:30pm LAC Sledding 

2/22 7pm Game Time 

2/24  Mike’s Hausch’s 20 Anniversary 

 8:30/11am Welcoming Young Children Blessing 

 6:30pm Confirmation 

 

2/1  Zechariah 11:4-17   2 Timothy 4:1-18 
2/2  Zechariah 12:1-13:9 Titus 1:1-26 
2/3  Zechariah 14:1-21  Titus 2:7-3:15 
2/4  Job 1:1-22   John 1:1-18 
2/5  Job 2:1-3:10   John 1:19-34 
2/6  Job 3:11-26   John 1:35-51 
2/7  Job 4:1-21   John 2:1-12 
2/8  Job 5:1-27   John 2:13-25  
2/9  Job 6:1-13   John 3:1-21 
2/10  Job 6:14-30   John 3:22-4:6 
2/11  Job 7:1-21   John 4:7-26 
2/12  Job 8:1-22   John 4:27-45 
2/13  Job 9:1-35   John 4:46-54 
2/14  Genesis 1:1-19   Mark 1:1-13 
2/15  Genesis 1:20-2:3  Mark 1:14-28, 
2/16  Genesis 2:4-25   Mark 1:29-45 
2/17  Genesis 3:1-24   Mark 2:1-17 
2/18  Genesis 4:1-26   Mark 2:18-28 
2/19  Genesis 6:1-7:5  Mark 3:1-19  
2/20  Genesis 7:11-8:12  Mark 3:20-35 
2/21  Genesis 8:139:17   Genesis 9:18-11:26 
  Mark 4:1-20 
2/22  Genesis 11:27--12:20 Mark 4:21-41 
2/23  Genesis 13:1-18  Mark5:1-20 
2/24  Genesis15:1-21  Mark 5:21-43 
2/25  Genesis 16:1-9, 15-17:22 Mark 6:1-13 
2/26  Genesis 18:1-15  Mark 6:14-34 
2/27  Genesis 21:1-21  Mark 6:35-56 
2/28  Genesis 22:1-19  Mark 7:1-23 
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Worship Times 

Sunday 

8:30 am Traditional Divine  

Service 

9:45 am Christian Education 

Hour for all ages 

10:45 am Fellowship Time 

11:00 am Blended Divine Service 

11:00 am Kids Connection for 

preschool-2nd grade after the 

Children’s Message 

 

Monday (During the Summer) 

7:00 pm Traditional Divine  

Service 
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underneath a ‘turtle’ moving 

slowly across the ground la-

beled “Man’s Moral Progress.” 

That cartoon was published 

almost 50 years ago. True 

then, even more true today. 

This Bible study meets in the 

large fellowship hall on Sun-

days during Education Hour. 

Adult Bible Study  “Help for 

the Christian Navigating the 

Challenging Ethical Realities 

of Today.” 

Dr. Scott Yakimow, professor at 

Concordia University, Ann Ar-

bor is leading a Bible study which 

continues through February 24. 

This topic is one of his areas of 

responsibility as an instructor at 

Concordia.  

As Director of Christian Educa-

tion I challenge you to wrestle 

with this important topic. I be-

lieve I was still living in Toledo, 

Ohio as a teenager (that’s a long 

time ago) when I saw an editorial 

cartoon with a ‘rocket’ zooming 

across the sky labeled “Man’s 

Technological Progress” and 

Revelations 

 Pastor Bob’s study on the book 

of Revelation continues 

Wednesdays through February 

27, at 1pm and 7pm. Copies of 

the previous week are on the 

counter in the narthex. Both 

studies follow the same sched-

ule, for example if you usually 

come in the afternoon, you 

could come at 7pm instead. 

  February 6 Chapters 12-15  

  February 13 Chapters 16 Sev-

en Bowls of Wrath 

  February 20 Chapters 17-18 

Fall of Babylon 

  February 27 Chapters 20-22 

The Millennium & the New 

Jerusalem 

mailto:RoberVRiggs@gmail.com

