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July 2018 Good News 
Please pray: 

• for the Synod’s pastors, that 

they would hold fast to the 

Word of God and find 

strength to continue 

preaching God’s truth in an 

increasingly anti-Christian 

culture. 

• that God would bless the 

work of directors of Chris-

tian education and Family 

Life ministry, as they devel-

op educational ministries 

for children, youth, adults 

and families. 

• with thanksgiving that God 

continues to strengthen us 

through His Word and 

Sacraments. 
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as absolute truth. 

With these new questions and 

topics facing new generations, 

the Synod decided that the Ex-

planation to Luther’s Small Cat-

echism needed to address these 

issues for the sake of young and 

old. The 2017 Explanation pre-

sents a lens to faithfully under-

stand God’s Word in the midst 

of changing times, providing a 

practical guide for living the 

daily Christian life.  

What is new with the up-

dated and expanded Expla-

nation? 

The Central Thought section 

guides you through simple 

Bible study and reflection 

questions 

A Closer Reading helps you 

dig deeper into the wording 

of Luther’s Small Catechism 

Connections and Applica-

tions relates Scripture to 

important issues in today’s 

culture 

Psalms, hymns, and prayers 

combine Scripture and cate-

chism study with worship 

for devotional use 

Continued on page 3 

Meet Sam and Sally.  

Sam did some exceptional wood 

working projects as a Cub 

Scout. He built an award-

winning bird house. Today Sam 

is 40 years old. He has not 

touched a hammer, nor any 

other tool, since 8th grade. You 

would like to have a new deck 

on your home. Sam needs the 

work. He offers to build your 

deck. Would you hire him? 

Sally excelled in biology in 8th 

grade. She lost her interest in 

science back in 9th grade. She 

took only the minimum number 

of science classes. The classes 

she did take, she did not take 

seriously. Today she is 50. She 

has decided to open her own 

clinic for medical treatments. 

What she learned in 8th grade 

biology will be the basis for the 

advice she gives. Assuming the 

State of Michigan does not shut 

her down, would you go to her 

for treatment?  

Obviously, neither Sam nor Sally 

are real people. The point is 

that while an 8th grade education 

is a good beginning, it is meant 

to be built on. In fact, learning is 

a life long experience. It is es-

sential to do the tasks to which 

the Lord has called us.  With 

that thought in mind, allow me 

to share this invitation. 

 

 

Join Us For 

A Study of the Small Cate-

chism by Martin Luther 

Wednesdays, September 5-

October 24 from  

7 pm- 8:15 pm 

Is this class for you? Certainly!  

Maybe your initial thought is, “I 

already went through catechism 

instruction—that was years 

ago.” Well, yes, that was years 

ago. You may have been a great 

student, but that does not mean 

you remember everything. You 

also might have questions today 

that you did not have then.  

This can be an especially good 

time to look at Luther’s Small 

Catechism. Concordia Publishing 

House has just produced a new 

edition of the Catechism with 

explanation. Below are a couple 

of quotes about it from 

www.cph.org. 

More than a quarter of a 

century has passed since the 

Explanation to Luther’s 

Small Catechism was updat-

ed. During that time, society 

and culture have changed dra-

matically.  Our culture is increas-

ingly diverse in worldviews and 

religions. Specific changes con-

tradict Christian beliefs and val-

ues—same-sex marriage, over-

the-counter abortion pills, and 

atheist hostility toward Christian 

beliefs and values—leaving many 

to doubt if there is such a thing  
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In this scientific age, we are 

constantly learning more about 

our human condition. We can 

grow human body cells in a 

petri dish, and we anticipate, in 

a few years, man can create 

human companions which can-

not be distinguished from us or 

our ancestors of centuries ago. 

Not so fast!  We have not yet 

cracked the riddle of con-

sciousness, of mind, of life 

force. We can combine chemi-

cals that mimic our liver, our 

ear, or our biceps, but we do 

not understand, nor can we 

replicate, the process that al-

lows us to have a personality, 

to actually live and function as a 

part of humankind. 

What differentiates God's living 

creatures from slabs of meat in 

a butcher's showcase, or the 

unfortunate woodchuck lying as 

roadkill beside the highway? 

The missing spark that de-

scribes the difference is easy to 

observe, but, so far, impossible 

for us to define or replicate. 

When we watch the dog lying 

asleep on the carpet, we hear a 

little whimper or see a leg 

move, and we say, "She must 

be dreaming of chasing a squir-

rel, or perhaps she is making 

friends with another dog." We 

cannot know, because we can-

not place ourselves inside an-

other creature's consciousness. 

We know that God has insert-

ed Himself directly into the 

minds of His people, because 

they witnessed to others by 

speaking and writing about 

their experience. Our ancestor 

Abram felt his life being trans-

formed by a stranger who visit-

ed his lonely tent. Moses re-

ceived a message from a burn-

ing bush on the side of a moun-

tain when he was alone and not 

distracted by his daily responsi-

bilities. Ezekiel was alone by 

the Kebar River when he saw a 

sight which he could barely 

describe. Even today we specu-

late about what Ezekiel saw (a 

spaceship? an airplane?), some-

thing so far from his life experi-

ence that he could only react in 

awe and wonder. From this 

experience, he went on to 

become a prophet and a guide 

to the people of Israel.  

Can we plant in the mind of 

another person the sensations 

that seize our mind when we 

stare down the initial drop at 

Cedar Point, or when we open 

our door and confront the 

explosive beauty of an Arizona 

sunset, or a double rainbow? 

Are there words to amply to 

describe our thoughts when we 

sit by a placid lake at sunset 

and wind down from frantic 

activity to peace of mind? 

To ask these questions is to 

answer them. Each of us sees 

the world through a blend of 

five senses, lifelong memories, 

and thought processes that are 

unique. Scientists can probe 

our electrical brain waves, they 

can test our reactions, but they 

cannot see inside our mind, our 

consciousness. God can reach 

our understanding directly; He 

does not need to speak or 

write to come into our mind. 

He can make Himself heard 

during our times of conflict, or 

of peril, or of tranquility. He 

can warn us away from danger, 

or caution us away from a path 

that leads to temptation. He 

can incline our minds toward 

love and compassion for our 

brothers and sisters. We can 

summon His voice to our con-

sciousness with prayer, even in 

the most complicated situations. 

In long, relaxed conversations 

with friends, I have discovered 

that many people, like myself, 

have recurrent dreams. They 

may come as frequently as 

monthly, or spaced a year or 

more apart. One of my own 

recurrent dreams involves travel-

ing through an endless barren 

city, perhaps Chicago. The drab 

colored vista of pavement and 

brick and stone stretch to the 

horizon. There are other people, 

but they are engrossed in their 

own errands, so I move along, 

alone. There are steep hills, wide 

boulevards, narrow alleys, and 

abrupt turns. I keep moving 

steadily, without fatigue, traveling 

with a purpose toward a destina-

tion, but one that has no form or 

shape in my mind. I must keep 

moving; I cannot procrastinate. I 

feel a sense that time is passing, 

but that the journey will have a 

safe harbor at the end. I see side 

paths and doors that I could 

open, but I press on. I have no 

map or directions, but I know 

that if I keep moving, my journey 

will end in a place where I need 

to travel no more. Even though 

the situation has no resolution, I 

am comfortable with the journey 

itself, because I have confidence 

that the destination is waiting, 

prepared for my arrival. 

And then I wake. 

“God can reach 

our understanding 

directly” 

Continued on page 3 

HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS by Tim Hurst  



Good News Page 3 Good News 

for postage. You would guess it 

might cost more. We will place 

an order for copies on August 

20th. You can sign up at St. Paul 

to get one or call the office.  

If you attend the Wednesday 

classes in September and Octo-

ber, a copy will be available for 

you.  

It would be great to see you 

there.  

Bible narrative references, 

expanded notes, and 

quotes from Martin Lu-

ther and the Confes-

sions delve into God’s 

Word 

Expanded appendix provides 

helpful articles, reference 

material, and glossary to aid 

in personal study 

The cost is $15 and a little more 

again, old feelings resurface, 

leaving her to ponder anew 

how things might be different 

had she stayed in Lancaster 

County. 

Meanwhile, Tilly is faced with a 

life-altering discovery that calls 

everything she knows into 

question. As past meets pre-

sent, Tilly and Ruth struggle to 

find redemption and embrace 

acceptance. Can they face the 

future in the light of a past they 

can't undo? 

Peacemaking for Families 

by Ken Sande 

Bless your family by learning 

and implementing the valuable 

principles found in Peacemak-

ing for Families: the Peacemak-

er's Pledge, the Seven A's of 

Forgiveness, and the PAUSE 

principle of negotiation. With 

the help of engaging real-life 

stories, you'll learn how to 

create a harmonious environ-

ment based on basic conflict 

resolution skills found in Scrip-

ture. A Focus on the Family 

resource. 

How Great is Our God 

(DVD) 

Join author, speaker, and Pas-

sion conference founder Louie 

Giglio for a life-changing presen-

tation! Your life is a miracle, and 

the creator of the universe 

knows you by name.  He's big 

enough to breathe out stars, yet 

intricate enough to fashion to-

gether the trillions of cells that 

make up every facet of who you 

are. The God who spoke the 

universe into existence made 

you, too, and knows everything 

about you. From the smallest 

molecule to the situation you 

find yourself in right now, He's 

aware of your circumstances 

and intimately acquainted with 

everything you do. And He 

cares about you and promises 

to carry you through. That's 

where we find hope in the midst 

of the darkest places in life. The 

journey is often complicated and 

painful, filled with confusion and 

chaos. Yet, the cross of Christ 

reveals God's promise to pre-

serve and restore you no mat-

ter what the circumstance. He 

Librarian Reviews by Jean Schneider 

will hold onto you and hold you 

together, giving strength to 

those who hope in His unfailing 

love. Approximately 40 

minutes. 

The River 

by Beverly Lewis 

Formerly Amish, Tilly Lantz 

Barrows and her younger sis-

ter, Ruth Lantz, find themselves 

plagued by the memories of 

their family's trauma when they 

return to Eden Valley for their 

parents' landmark wedding 

anniversary. Each woman car-

ries a burden of past guilt, un-

known to the other, along with 

unresolved relationships with 

their six married brothers and 

aging parents. Headstrong Tilly 

urged Ruth to flee the People 

as well, welcoming her into the 

fancy English world. Neither 

had joined the Amish church. 

Tilly has since married and is 

the mother of identical twin 

girls. But Ruth remains single, 

still smarting from a failed 

courtship with her first beau. 

When she sees Will Kauffman 

Beyond 8th Grade by Pastor Riggs   (continued from page 1) 

Restore Detroit food distribution 
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Directory Update by Cindy Elowsky 

Our phone callers have been 

working hard all week at-

tempting to reach out to those 

people who have not made 

their photography appoint-

ments yet. Unfortunately, 

they’ve mostly been leaving 

messages, and in many cases, 

there is not a phone number 

listed.  PLEASE make their job 

easier and stop in the fellow-

ship hall to make your ap-

pointment. There are still 

evening appointments available 

for the first photography days, 

Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday (July 30, 31, Au-

gust 1). 

There is no cost to you to be 

photographed for the directo-

ry. You will receive a free 

8x10 and a free copy of the 

directory. Of course, you will 

have the option to buy pic-

tures if you would like copies 

to give to people. 

We are about half way to our 

goal of 200 families. We’d like 

to have the most complete 

directory as possible. Our new 

directory will help us all get to 

know one another better. It 

will also be very helpful to 

Pastor Riggs and our new 

Settled Pastor when he ar-

rives. 

Mowers Photography will be 

taking photographs Monday, 

Tuesday, and Wednesday, July 

30, 31 and August 1, and two 

weekends, August 18-19 and 

25-26. You can make your 

appointments on Sunday be-

fore and after both services, 

or online by using the link on 

the St. Paul website. You can 

also contact Cindy Elowsky 

celowsky@charter.net  or 

(810) 231-3851 to make an 

appointment. The website link 

will be disabled on Sundays to 

avoid appointments being 

double booked while people 

are signing up while at St. Paul, 

and also allow time for the 

new appointments to be en-

tered after services. If you get 

an error message, be sure to 

check back during the week. 

We will be gathering pictures 

for the activity pages soon. If 

you have pictures from a re-

cent event, such as a youth 

project, Advent by Candle-

light, VBS, etc., we’d like to 

see them.  

Glorious Gardening by Barb Nettleton 

 The garden has been blessed 

with a wonderful, faithful 

group of volunteers, and we 

are all benefitting from the 

bountiful produce. Help your-

self to the produce in the 

kitchen refrigerator during the 

week. Check out the produce 

table in the fellowship hall on 

Sundays. Cucumbers, red 

beets, broccoli, peppers, egg-

plant, and zucchini are just a 

few of the many goodies you 

will find. And, we are expect-

ing a bumper crop of toma-

toes! A free will donation is 

always appreciated. 

On Tuesdays from 9:00 ‘til 

noon you will find people 

working in the garden if you 

would like to help out. Other-

wise, contact Barb Nettleton 

(810 355 4350), and she will 

be happy to put you to work 

or join you for a good physical 

work out with the added joy 

of God’s bounty for yourself 

and others. A prayer of grati-

tude to our heavenly Father 

for His goodness! 

From 
the  

Garden 

Calling All Singers 

On September 30th, Living-

ston County Christian Musi-

cians is hosting the national 

tour of SING! with Keith and 

Kristyn Getty and Friends at 

Shepherd of the Lakes Luther-

an Church. 

The Gettys will be joined by a 

full choir and you're invited! 

You're invited to join in a 

beautiful night of worship. 

Joining the choir includes: 

• your ticket to the con-

 cert, 

• an hour-long rehearsal 

 with Keith and Kristyn 

 Getty and the band, and 

• entrance to the Meet and 

 Greet. 

Rehearsals will be September 

11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27. 

These rehearsals are mandato-

ry. There will be an extensive 

amount of music to learn and 

with as few rehearsals as pos-

sible, there will not be much 

time for review. Please do not 

commit to the choir without 

committing to each rehearsal. 

Cost: $10 for music  

Attire: All Black   

RSVP to be in the choir by 

letting Lynda Minger in the St. 

Paul office know so she can 

reply to the email with a 

count.  

mailto:celowsky@charter.net
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Our 3-T group was installed on Sunday, July 29. We are all familiar with how 3-D helps us to see another 

dimension. 3-T is intended to look at every dimension of our congregation. 3-T = Transition Thinking 

Team. 

Actually thinking (and praying) during this transition time is something for the entire congregation. The   

3-T team will be seeking involvement from the entire congregation. Below is the first step in asking for 

your involvement. Feel free to fill in as much or as little as you wish.  

Your Name: 

1. How long (approximately) have you been a member of St. Paul?  

2. Looking back on the time you have been at St. Paul, what was a most memorable time for you? 

3. What event or experience has the Lord worked through you so that you better understood His 

presence in Your life? 

4. What would you liked to see happening at St. Paul five years from now? 

5. Is there any way in which you can help that to happen? 

6. Would you want to be contacted about any of the above? If so, do you have a preference as to 

whether it is Pastor Bob or a member of the 3-T Group that contacts you? 

Introducing the 3-T Group from Pastor Riggs 

missions. Andy will begin tran-

sitioning into his new CEF post 

in July, and will officially assume 

his duties on October 1, 2018. 

“We are very excited to have 

Andy join the CEF Executive 

Management team, and look 

forward to Andy’s ideas and 

enthusiasm as we continue our 

work of building the Kingdom 

in Michigan,” said Saalfeld. 

CEF extends a warm welcome 

to the newest member of its 

Executive Management Team. 

And we offer thanks for the 

long and faithful service of Paul 

Wills.  

Jim Saalfeld. “During his 17 

years at CEF, the Fund grew by 

$85 million due in part to Paul’s 

hard work and efforts. We 

wish him a happy and fulfilling 

retirement. And we’re delight-

ed that he has agreed to con-

tinue his association with CEF 

by leading the New Beginnings 

Program.”  

Following Paul’s retirement, the 

role of Vice President - Market-

ing & Relations will be filled by 

Andrew Sohn, who comes to 

CEF from Concordia University 

Ann Arbor, where Andy served 

as Director of Donor Relations 

and Assistant Director of Ad-

On September 30 of this year, 

Paul Wills will retire from his 

post as Vice President-Marketing 

at Church Extension Fund. Since 

first assuming the post in 2001, 

Paul has fulfilled his responsibili-

ties with exceptional dedication 

and devotion. Following his re-

tirement, Paul will continue to 

provide special services for CEF, 

with an emphasis on the New 

Beginnings Program, which he 

helped to launch in 2016.  

“As Vice President of Marketing, 

Paul developed outstanding rap-

port with the congregations, 

schools, RSOs and members of 

the Michigan District,” says CEO 

CEF Announces Changes to  
Executive Management Team 
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

Confirmation classes begin the 

week of August 20! Parents and 

students are required to attend 

an orientation meeting on Sun-

day, August 19, at 12:15 pm – 

right after the 11:00 am wor-

ship service. The schedule for 

the week is Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Friday, 9:00 – 

NOON; Thursday, 9:00 am – 

4:00 pm. (This day includes 

Challenge Course activities.) 

Parents and students: See you 

at orientation on Sunday, Au-

gust 19! A makeup orientation 

will be Thursday, August 23, 

at 4 pm.  

 

Confirmation Begins 

Wickedly Awesome Wednes-

days will continue in August. 

We will meet August 15, 22 

and 29, 6:30 – 8:00 pm. Join us 

for fun, food and some great 

games and awesome communi-

ty.  

Wednesdays 

Cody Wohlfeil and Mike 

Hausch made a difference in 

East Detroit, partnering with 

Camp Restore Detroit housed 

at Mount Calvary Lutheran 

Church.  

They tore down a garage for a 

widow who was also a very 

active community organizer. 

Ten years ago her husband 

died, and records from his 

work were stored in the garage 

on her property.  Heavy snow-

falls during the last several 

winters caused the roof to 

collapse, unfortunately destroy-

ing all the records. They de-

molished the garage and placed 

the old construction materials 

and garage contents into a 30-

yard dumpster. They also 

cleared an alleyway and half of 

a very large vacant lot. Next 

was helping with food distribu-

tion with an organization, 

called Matrix, housed at anoth-

er area church, and working in 

a community garden and food 

sorting facility organized by 

Gleaners. Housing and meals 

were provided by Mount Cal-

vary Lutheran Church. 

Cody and Mike partnered with 

youth and adults from Our 

Shepherd Lutheran Church in 

Avon, Indiana. These folks from 

Indiana welcomed our partici-

pation in the various work 

projects and at morning and 

evening devotions. This indeed 

was a stellar week of spiritual 

growth and service to our 

neighbor.  

Camp Restore Detroit Service Project  

Appalachia Habitat for Humani-

ty Service Project is Sunday, 

August 5th through Saturday, 

Service Projects 
August 11. We will leave 

St. Paul at 11:00 am on 

Sunday and return, Satur-

day, August 11 around 

6:00 pm. Questions: Con-

tact Mike at 810-923-8166

(mobile). 

Garage Teardown Restore Detroit 

Alley Way clearing 

Photography by 

Cody Wohlfeil: 

the man behind 

the camera 
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Sunday  

7:30am     Fresh Brew Bible Study 

8:30am     Divine Service  

9:45am     Education Hour  

11:00am   Divine Service & Kids’ Connection  

Monday 

9:00am     Quilters 

11:00am   Women’s Bible Study 

7:00pm     Worship 

Tuesday 

9:00am     Old Timers 

1:30pm      Knitting Group  

7:00pm      Boy Scouts 

Wednesday 

6:30pm      Wickedly Awesome Wednesdays 

Thursday 

6:30pm       Bucrek Life Group 

Saturday 

8:30am        Men’s Bible Study 

9:00am        Altar Preparation 

10:30am      AA/Alanon 

Weekly Schedule 

July 2018 

St. Paul Special Events Daily Readings 

Aug 1 all day Pictorial Directory  

  (no Wickedly Awesome Wed.) 

Aug 5  til 11th Appalachia Habitat for Humanity 

 12:30pm Pictorial Directory  

Aug 7 all day Elections 

Aug 8  (no Wickedly Awesome Wed.) 

Aug 12 12:15p  Fall Festival and Rally Day Planning 

  Meeting 

 12:30p Pictorial Directory  

Aug 15   Newsletter articles due 

Aug 18 all day Pictorial Directory  

Aug 19 all day Pictorial Directory  

 12:15p Confirmation Orientation 

Aug 20-24 9a-12p Confirmation Camp 

Aug 23 9a-4p Confirmation Camp 

 

Aug 21 7p Church council 

Aug 25 all day Pictorial Directory  

Aug 26 12:30p Pictorial Directory  

Aug 7-13    Pastor Bob and Lynne will be visiting their 

son in Maryland.  

Aug 12       Rev. Theodore Hopkins of Concordia Uni-

versity will lead the worship service and adult Bible 

study hour. 

Aug 13       Rev. Charles Schulz will lead the 7pm service.  

8/1  1 Samuel 17:1-19 Acts 26:1-23 
8/2  1 Samuel 17:20-47 Acts 26:24--27:8 
8/3  1 Samuel 17:48-18:9 Acts 27:9-26 
8/4  1 Samuel 18:10-30 Acts 27:27-44 
8/5  1 Samuel 19:1-24 Acts 28:1-15 
8/6  1 Samuel 20:1-23 Acts 28:1-15 
8/7  1 Samuel 20:24-42 Acts 28:16-31 
8/8  1 Samuel 24:1-22 1 Corinthians 1:1-25 
8/9  1 Samuel 25:1-22  1 Corinthians 1:26--2:16 
8/10  1 Samuel 25:23-44 1 Corinthians 4:1-21 
8/11 1 Samuel 26:1-25 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 
8/12  1 Samuel 28:3-25 1 Corinthians 6:1-20 
8/13  1 Samuel 31:1-13 1 Corinthians 7:1-24  
8/14  2 Samuel 1:1-27 1 Corinthians 7:25-40 
8/15  2 Samuel 5:1-25 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
8/16  2 Samuel 6:1-19  1 Corinthians 9:1-23 
8/17  2 Samuel 7:1-17  1 Corinthians 9:24--10:22 
8/18  2 Samuel 7:18-29  1 Corinthians 10:23--11:16 
8/19  2 Samuel 11:1-27  1 Corinthians 11:17-34 
8/20  2 Samuel 12:1-25  1 Corinthians 12:1-13 
8/21  1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35  1 Corinthians 12:14-31 
8/22  1 Kings 2:1-27  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
8/23  1 Kings 3:1-15 2 Corinthians 1:1-22 
8/24  1 Kings 5:1-18 2 Corinthians 1:23--2:17 
8/25  1 Kings 7:51-8:21 2 Corinthians 3:1-18 
8/26  1 Kings 8:22-30, 46-60  2 Corinthians 4:1-18 
8/27  1 Kings 9:1-9; 10:1-13  2 Corinthians 5:1-21 
8/28 1 Kings 11:1-26 2 Corinthians 6:1-18 
8/29  1 Kings 11:42-12:19  2 Corinthians 7:1-16 
8/30  1 Kings 12:20-13:5, 33-34  2 Corinthians 8:1-24 
8/31  1 Kings 16:29-17:24  2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
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Worship Times 

Sunday 

8:30 am Traditional Divine  

Service 

9:45 am Christian Education 

Hour for all ages 

10:45 am Fellowship Time 

11:00 am Blended Divine Service 

11:00 am Kids Connection for 

preschool-2nd grade after the 

Children’s Message 

 

Monday (During the Summer) 

7:00 pm Traditional Divine  

Service 

«The Welch Household»«AddressBlock» 

Join us on Sunday, September 9, from 12-3pm, for St. Paul’s annual Fall 

Festival. There will be lunch, inflatables for kids, games for young and old, 

and the VBS band. This is a free event for the entire family. Come, join 

the fun, and invite your friends to join you! Make plans to join us for 

church at either 8:30 or 11 am, followed by the Fall Festival activities. 

 

Sunday School Kick-off 
On Sunday, September 9, from 9:45-10:45am, we will 

launch a new year of Christian education ministries 

at St. Paul during our annual “launch” Sunday. Come 

and learn about Sunday school and adult classes, 

explore the various ministries at St. Paul, learn about 

family ministry opportunities, and find ways to grow 

in faith at St. Paul.  

 

mailto:RoberVRiggs@gmail.com

