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June 2018 Good News 
Please pray: 

• for our church and its 

members, that their faith in 

You will show in the com-

munity and to each other, 

especially during this inter-

im time. 

• that church members would 

eagerly volunteer their time 

and talents to support the 

congregation’s educational 

programs, such as Vacation 

Bible School, Sunday 

School, and groups for 

young families.  

• with thanksgiving for faithful 

men and women who have 

given up the comforts of 

home and family to faithfully 

serve on the mission field. 
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power of is death and resurrec-

tion, we are given through His 

Word and Sacraments all that 

was His even before the founda-

tion of the world, and that by 

reason of sheer joy, we cannot 

help but share this gift with the 

world. All earthly discomforts 

are for but a moment, and we 

have a life that cannot be taken 

away. 

God’s peace be with us. 

Christopher Mowers, Council 

President. 

 

Things are moving forward here 

at St. Paul. On May 20, we vot-

ed unanimously to call an Inten-

tional Interim Pastor. In all likeli-

hood, by the time this newslet-

ter is published, we will know 

when he will be installed and 

how exactly he will serve us in 

the coming months. 

The road between this moment 

and the installation of our next 

permanent pastor may yet be 

long, and it may yet be bumpy, 

but make no mistake; we have 

taken a major step. 

In the meantime, we must re-

main focused on our mission: 

“Connecting people to Jesus, to 

each other, and to opportunities 

to serve their neighbor.” This 

means strong lay leadership in 

ministries that would typically 

receive pastoral support. It 

means showing 

up to events 

even though 

the one cheer-

ing for you to show up is no 

longer present. It means demon-

strating to one another in Chris-

tian love that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit, we truly believe 

that Jesus is our Good Shepherd, 

and that the presence or the 

absence of one of His called and 

ordained servants will not be the 

sole determining factor in 

whether our ministries will 

thrive or falter. 

Finally, and most importantly, it 

means taking comfort that in 

this, the one Holy Catholic and 

Apostolic Church, the very Body 

of our Lord, we receive for-

giveness of our sins and eternal 

life. All that was ours He took 

upon Himself, that now, by the 

 

Newsletter Information  by Lynda Minger 

church and would like to dis-

continue your mailed hard 

copy, please send a quick email 

to stpaul@stpaulhamburg.com 

letters, we use the bulk mail 

rate which is much slower than 

first class. Most receive their 

mailed newsletter at least two 

weeks later. You can also sign 

up for e-news on the website 

under “How Do I”. If you sign 

up for e-news or pick up at 

You will find more copies of the 

newsletter being placed in the 

narthex. Our current manner of 

distributing the newsletter is one 

of three ways: by electronic 

means, printed copies in the 

narthex, and mailing. To save on 

costs of mailing so many news-
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The argument never ends. Op-

timists and pessimists examine 

the entire sweep of life with 

different mindsets. Looking at 

the same circumstances, they 

will invariably reach opposite 

conclusions. The optimist will 

declare his positive view with-

out reservations; the pessimist 

will usually describe his view as 

"realistic." Could both of them 

be correct? The Bible may be 

quoted to support either posi-

tion. 

A superficial reading of Ecclesi-

astes seems to validate the 

pessimistic view of life. We are 

born in pain, struggle in life, 

dream futile dreams, ending 

our lives in death, with no per-

manent accomplishments. As 

the Teacher (probably King 

Solomon) reviews his life, he 

takes pride in his accomplish-

ments, extols his status, cele-

brates his wisdom, but reflects 

on his coming death which will 

strip away all the glory, and 

make all of his triumphs mean-

ingless. Someone less deserving 

will inherit and will neglect or 

destroy all that he has built. He 

sees the many situations which 

need to be resolved but never 

has enough time or stamina to 

do it all. The burning desire for 

"more" will never be satisfied 

since one accomplishment 

leads only to hunger for 

"more." 

We can overcome this pessi-

mism by turning to many other 

passages in the Bible. The opti-

mist can take comfort and be 

delighted by the words of the 

23rd Psalm. It is a feature of 

most funerals, and many of us 

have memorized it. It paints a 

picture of quiet, beautiful se-

renity, green pastures, still 

waters, a place and time when 

the soul is restored. 

When adversity comes, 

the Shepherd will protect 

us and lead us to a place 

of safety. The shepherd is 

a barrier against enemies 

and a provider of bless-

ings in an environment 

that contains both acci-

dental hazards and inten-

tional injuries. This Shep-

herd will lead us through 

the obstacle course of life. We 

will be optimistic if we trust 

ourselves to be guided by One 

who knows us and our situa-

tion, who can foresee future 

consequences, and loves us 

enough to hold our hand as we 

travel from birth to death. 

A more careful reading of Ec-

clesiastes counteracts much of 

the initial pessimism. Disap-

pointment comes when we rely 

on our own strength and wis-

dom, and focus our efforts on 

our own dreams. Our very life, 

our consciousness, our vigor 

are all gifts from God and 

should be enjoyed with grati-

tude and praise. God intends 

that we should enjoy His gifts 

here and now, and not poison 

our lives with worries that may 

or may not come upon us. 

In fact, the meaningless striv-

ings that dismay us are the 

result of falling in love with our 

own desires and dreams and 

ignoring the rich existence that 

God offers us in His service. 

Enjoy the world you live in 

while you are here. Start the 

work that God has called you 

to do, even though the result is 

not in sight. Take the oppor-

tunity to sow the seed. God 

will provide, even if the harvest 

of your work is gathered by 

someone else. "Now all has 

been heard; here is the conclu-

sion of the matter. Fear God and 

keep His commandments, for 

this is the chief end of 

man" (Ecclesiastes 12:13. 

The behavior of the disciples in 

the New Testament provides an 

incisive look at shifting human 

attitudes. This ragged band of 

ordinary people had a passionate 

commitment to their leader. 

Jesus would reestablish the king-

dom of David, defeat the Roman 

overlords, and they, the disciples, 

would be given positions of pow-

er and influence in a mighty Jew-

ish nation. Their personal vision 

of the future came to a trium-

phant climax on Palm Sunday as 

Jesus entered Jerusalem, just as 

the prophets had foretold. 

Within a week, reality burst their 

bubble. Their leader had met the 

ignominious death of a criminal 

on a cross. The power of the 

Romans and the Jewish establish-

ment had won. Their optimism, 

based on human ambition, had 

crashed. Their outlook was 

bleak. With despairing minds, 

they ran away and hid. 

Even after the miracle of the 

Resurrection, the disciples were 

afraid and uncertain. They had a 

realistic fear of the enemies of 

Jesus. Still, in hiding, they leaned 

on each other for support, until 

the day of Pentecost. Once again, 

they had a purpose, given to 

them by the Holy Spirit. Re-

“...Take the 

opportunity to 

sow the seed. ...” 

Continued on page 33 

Optimists and Pessimists by Tim Hurst  
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Optimists and Pessimists continued  

is thwarted, when our selfish 

desires are unrealized, when 

our ambition is unrewarded. 

The cure for pessimism is grat-

itude to God for life and op-

portunity, satisfaction in the 

role that God has given to us 

in that life, and faith that God 

has control over the direction 

and the end of our history.  

 

God's purpose, or we can mis-

use them in a futile chase after 

irrational desires. Or, we can 

sit in a swamp of self-pity, envy-

ing and resenting the greater 

gifts or more delightful lives of 

our neighbor. Most of us vacil-

late, feeling satisfaction when 

we obey and guilt when we 

stray. Pessimism is an emotion 

that often comes when our will 

newed in their fervor, they burst 

out of their self-imposed prison 

and began the work of testifying 

to all nations that Jesus was Lord 

and that the Kingdom was com-

ing.  

Many years later, the Holy Spirit 

calls us to use our God-given 

gifts to advance His Kingdom. 

We can use our talents for 

like Bob and Larry, kids meet 

their favorite VeggieTales char-

acters who encourage them to 

remember that God loves 

them very much.  

Bob the Tomato says: "God 

made you special, but here is 

the rest  

He loves you so much -- he 

thinks you're the best!" 

Kids will giggle their way 

through each page as Bob, 

Larry, and their Veggie friends 

share a special message that 

will last a lifetime! Recom-

mended for ages 6 and under.  

A 2004 Gold Medallion Finalist! 

The Wish by Beverly Lewis 

Leona prayed for a sister with 

all her heart. Her prayers were 

answered when Gloria moves 

to Lancaster County. It's all a 

big secret when Gloria's family 

is asked to leave. Leona never 

judged Gloria for something she 

had no control over. Her over-

whelming desire for her sister’s 

return could cause her fiancé to 

change his mind. 

 

A Perfect Square by Vannetta 

Chapman 

There’s more to the quaint 

northern Indiana town of Ship-

shewana than handcrafted quilts, 

Amish-made furniture, immacu-

late farms, and close-knit fami-

lies. When a dead girl is found 

floating in a local pond, murder 

is also afoot. And Reuben Fisher 

is in jail as the suspect! Reuben 

refuses to divulge any infor-

Librarian Reviews by Jean Schneider 

mation, even to clear himself of 

a crime Deborah is certain he 

didn’t commit. So, with her 

English friend, Callie—fellow 

sleuth and owner of Daisy’s 

Quilt Shop—Deborah sets out 

to uncover the truth. But the 

mystery deepens when an el-

derly man seeks Callie’s help in 

finding his long-lost daughter, 

missing since the days of the 

1965 Palm Sunday tornadoes. 

An old man who has lost his 

past. A young man who may 

lose his future. Once again 

Deborah and Callie find them-

selves trying to piece together 

a crazy quilt of lives and 

events—one that can bring 

unexpected touches of God’s 

grace and resolve the tragedy 

that has shaken this quiet 

Amish community. 

God Loves You Very Much 

(Youth) (Zonderkidz) 

On each page of this large, fun, 

rhyming board book shaped 
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Stroll primitive, formal and 

eclectic landscapes and chat 

with the homeowners about 

their gardening philosophies. 

Join the Stargazer Scavenger 

Hunt or enter our Blooming 

Raffle to win great prizes. 

Tickets go on sale in early 

June for this annual event. 

Saturday & Sunday, July 14 

& 15, 2018, 9 a.m to 4 p.m. 

daily. Tour lush landscapes and 

private gardens throughout 

Livingston County. Exceptional 

gardeners open their yards each 

July to share their love of fauna 

and flora with wandering visi-

tors. 

Call  517-548-1350  for ticket 

info 

All proceeds help victims of 

children abuse and interper-

sonal violence from our com-

munity. 

VBS INFO 
pants and their families! 

Volunteers Needed 

If you are interested in helping 

out at VBS, please fill out the 

volunteer registration at the 

table in the narthex or at  

tinyurl.com/stpaulvolunteer.   

Each VBS volunteer MUST 

attend one of two volunteer 

training sessions. Training ses-

sions will be held on June 17 

during education hour and July 

22 at 12:15. Lunch will be pro-

vided at the July 22 training. 

Contact Ashleigh Mowers 

(amowers@icloud.com) for 

more info! 

LACASA 20th Annual Garden Tour Weekend 

It is time to register your 

child for VBS! Registration 

can be done at StPaulHam-

burg.com/VBS or the table in 

the narthex. Following the 

VBS closing ceremony at the 

11:00 service on July 29 there 

will be the inaugural Splash 

Canyon Cookout for partici-

mean the most to you moving 

the right way, toward a bright 

future. Call CEF at 800 242 

3944 or visit the website at 

www.mi-cef.org to discover 

more.  

Do You Need a Change of Direction? by Paul Wills, Vice President – Marketing  

growth of Michigan churches, 

schools, and ministries. CEF can 

also help you transfer an exist-

ing IRA or roll over your 401

(k) to a CEF IRA – just another 

way you can change directions. 

CEF can get your savings dol-

lars and the ministries that 

In today’s uncertain economy, 

you may feel like you are walking 

up the down escalator. Howev-

er, changing direction might be 

easier than you think. An IRA 

from Church Extension Fund can 

deliver excellent returns, while 

also helping to finance the 

LCMS Leads NASCAR Worship Service 

It is not often that the phrases 

Michigan District and NAS-

CAR are used together in the 

same sentence. This first mo-

ment of its kind will occur on 

Sunday, June 10, 2018 as Mich-

igan International Speedway 

(MIS) hosts its annual 400 mile 

NASCAR Race. Sunday, June 

10, 2018, 10 a.m. at the Michi-

gan International Speedway 

Fan Plaza The Lutheran 

Church--Missouri Synod in the 

Michigan District has been 

extended the opportunity to 

lead the opening worship ser-

vice at 10 a.m. on the day of 

the big race. 

Pastor Joel Hess from Emman-

uel, Cadillac and his praise 

team will lead the worship 

service in the Fan Plaza Driver 

Q & A Tent. We thank Pastor 

Hess and his team for their 

willingness to be worship lead-

ers that day. Pray for this huge 

undertaking! 

MIS has reduced the Sunday 

race ticket from $79 to $55 to 

those who order through a 

special weblink: http://

www.mispeedway.com/Vanity-

Pages/2018/Sunrise-

Service.aspx. When using the 

special code "LCMS" you will 

receive the reduced ticket rate 

and $5 from your ticket will 

go to benefit Here We Stand 

ministry initiatives through the 

Acts 2 Enterprise Urban Out-

reach programs. 
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This servant event takes place 

in Robbins, Tennessee, August 

5-11. St. Paul has a long history 

serving with this Habitat part-

ner. We have done everything 

from building a storage shed to 

Appalachia Habitat for Humanity by Mike Hausch 

painting, laying a subfloor, in-

stalling roof shingles, and land-

scaping. We will be staying at 

First Presbyterian Church in 

Huntsville, Tennessee, just a 

little bit down the road from 

the Habitat office. The housing is 

sweet, great showers, a fun fellow-

ship hall, comfortable sleeping areas, 

and a well-equipped kitchen. Dead-

line to commit is July 22.  

Some of you have already filled 

out the Interest Form. That’s 

great! The next step is to fill 

out an application and a medi-

Service Projects: Step 2  by Mike Hausch 

cal form and pay your deposit 

for one or both events. Mike 

will put the paperwork in your 

hands. If you have not complet-

ed an Interest Form, see Mike or 

get one from the clipboard in the 

Small Fellowship Hall.  

 

Vegetable Gardens at St. Paul -

Here at St. Paul we are blessed 

with two gardening plots. The 

first is behind the Administra-

tion Building and that is the 

Community Garden. Produce 

is made available to volunteers, 

Daisy’s Food Pantry and St. 

Paul membership on Sunday 

In the Garden by Mike Hausch 

mornings. The second plot is 

on the north side of the park-

ing lot and produce is primarily 

being raised for Food Gather-

ers of Washtenaw County. The 

strategy for this garden is to 

plant it in such a way that pro-

duce comes in at much the 

same time so that delivery to 

Food Gatherers is in more signifi-

cant amounts making transporta-

tion efficient. If you would like to 

help in either of these gardens, 

the Community Garden contacts 

are Barb Nettleton, 734-355-1705 

or Doug Gruschow 810-588-3622 

and the Food Gatherers contact is 

Mike Hausch 810-923-8166.  

Camp Restore, Detroit, July 8-

14, 2018 - This is a new adven-

ture of Calvary Lutheran 

Church, Detroit which began 

last summer.  Exciting things 

are happening this summer: the 

Camp Restore-Detroit by Mike Hausch 

renovation of 2 houses near 

the church, one of which will 

serve the community as a Fine 

Arts Center and the other a 

Math and Science Learning Lab.   

We don’t know the details of 

what we will be doing in July, but we 

are going to serve, so it will be 

meaningful and worthwhile.  Dead-

line to commit is June 24. Exact 

work outline will be available July 5.  
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

Wickedly Awesome Wednesdays 

6:30 – 8:00 pm this summer!  

On Wednesday nights for stu-

dents entering 8th through 

12th grades, spend some quali-

ty time together building 

friendships, doing some fun 

activities. Some will be familiar, 

and some will be brand new. 

Some will be high energy, and 

some will be laid back. The 

common denominators will be 

faith, friends, and fun. Wickedly 

Awesome Wednesdays will be 

technology free. You may ar-

rive with your device, but it will 

stay in a basket by the door.  

The location on Wednesdays 

will be different each week 

with directions posted on the 

breezeway door of the Activity 

Center. Some potential places 

will be inside/outside, a fire 

ring, a back deck, the couches, 

the basement and more. Re-

member, first check the 

breezeway door and then 

come and find us.  

We will meet  

    Wednesdays in June – 6th, 

13th, 20th and 27th  

    Wednesdays in July – 18th, 

and 25th  

    Wednesdays in August – 

15th, 22nd, and 29th  

The reason we are not meeting 

those other Wednesdays, one 

is a national holiday, and the 

others intersect with service 

projects or other events.  

Each Wednesday the time 

frame will be 6:30 – 8:00 pm. 

So now I have two requests. 

The first is, give it a try and 

after you check it out and like 

it bring a friend! And secondly, 

I am looking for at least one 

parent to agree to hang out 

each Wednesday. I will recruit 

someone for June 6th, After 

that, a sign-up sheet will be 

made available. Don’t be bored, 

be AWESOME!!! 

Something New 

Past Service Projects  
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Sunday  
7:30am    Fresh Brew Bible Study 
8:30am    Divine Service  
9:45am    Education Hour  
11:00am  Divine Service & Kids’ Connection 
5:00pm    Tough Issues  

 

Monday 
9:00am     Quilters 
11:00am   Women’s Bible Study 

7:00pm     Worship 

Tuesday 
9:00am     Old Timers 

1:30pm    Knitting Group  

7:00pm    Boy Scouts 

Wednesday 

6:30pm    Wickedly Awesome  

Thursday 

6:30pm    Bucrek Life Group 

Saturday 
8:30am    Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am    Altar Preparation 
10:30am  AA/Alanon 

11:00am  Knitting (downstairs) 

Weekly Schedule 

June 2018 

St. Paul Special Events Daily Readings 

6/7 9:00am Hymn Selection 

6/10 12:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

 12:15pm Voter’s Meeting 

6/12 7:00pm VBS Band Practice 

6/17  9:45  VBS Volunteer Training 

 12:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

6/18 7:00pm VBS Band Practice 

6/19 7:00pm Church Council Meeting 

6/24  8:30pm  Choir 

 11:00pm Choir 

6/30 10:00pm VBS Band Practice 

6/1  Ecclesiastes 9:1-17   John 9:24-41 
6/2  Ecclesiastes 10:1-20   John 10:1-21 
 

6/3  Ecclesiastes 11:1-10   John 10:22-42 
6/4  Ecclesiastes 12:1-14   John 11:1-16 
6/5  Proverbs 1:8-33    John 11:17-37 
6/6  Proverbs 3:5-24    John 11:38-57 
6/7  Proverbs 4:1-27    John 12:1-19 
6/8  Proverbs 5:1-23   John 12:20-36a 
6/9  Proverbs 8:1-21    John 12:36b-50 
 

6/10  Proverbs 8:22-36   John 13:1-20 
6/11  Proverbs 9:1-18    John13:21-38 
6/12  Proverbs 10:1-23    John14:1-17 
6/13    Proverbs13:1-25    John 14:18-31 
6/14  Proverbs 14:1-27  John 15:1-11  
6/15 Proverbs 15:1-29   John15:12-27 
6/16  Proverbs 16:1-24   John 16:1-16 
 

6/17  Proverbs 17:1-28   John 16:17-33 
6/18  Proverbs 20:5-25    John 17:1-26 
6/19  Proverbs 22:1-21    John 18:1-14 
6/20  Proverbs 22:22-23:12  John 18:15-40 
6/21  Proverbs 24:1-22    John 19:1-22 
6/22  Proverbs 25:1-22    John 19:23-42 
6/23  Proverbs 27:1-24    John 20:1-18 
6/24  Proverbs 30:1-9  18-33   John 20:19-31 
 

6/25  Proverbs 31:10-31    John 21:1-25 
6/26  Joshusa1:1-18     Acts 8:1-25 
6/27  Joshua 2:1-24     Acts8:26-40 
6/28    Joshua 3:1-17     Acts 8:26-40 
6/29  Joshua 4:1-24     Acts 9:23-43 
6/30  Joshua 5:1-6:5     Acts 10:1-17 
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Worship Times 

Sunday 

8:30 am Traditional Divine  

Service 

9:45 am Christian Education 

Hour for all ages 

10:45 am Fellowship Time 

11:00 am Blended Divine Service 

11:00 am Kids Connection for 

preschool-2nd grade after the 

Children’s Message 

 

Monday (During the Summer) 

7:00 pm Traditional Divine  

Service 

«Last Name» 

«Address 1» 

«City», «State» «Postal Code» 

Join us for  

July 23-27 
9:15 to Noon 

 

Register at 

http://stpaulhamburg.com/vbs/ 

Volunteer at 

tinyurl.com/stpaulvolunteer 


