
Connecting People to Jesus 

Good News 

Welcome and Grace by Pastor Gaertner 

March 2018 Good News 
Please pray: 

• That we may find solutions 

for our children to be safe 

in school and to bring your 

ways back into our schools 

and our society. 

• for the seminaries of LCMS 

partner churches around 

the world, that they would 

faithfully educate future 

leaders for their churches. 

• for sound doctrine through-

out the world, that God 

would preserve the truth of 

His Word against false 

teachings. 

Inside this issue: 

The Hand of  

Civilization 

2 

Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

3 

Family Ministry 4 

Missionary  

Updates 

5 

Youth News 6 

Calendar 7 

divided. But the church is not at 

war with culture, nor are we 

the same as culture. We find 

whatever is true and noble and 

we make a connection. Look for 

ways to have conversations with 

people like the ones Jesus had, 

speaking words of both truth 

and grace with a sincere desire 

to make real connections.   

Third, Jesus empowers the 

woman to be a part of His min-

istry. The woman becomes the 

first evangelist in the gospel of 

John. She went and told her 

people about Jesus. She brought 

her people to meet Jesus so 

they could see and hear Him for 

themselves. The disciples were 

confused by the woman because 

they could not imagine God 

working through her to share 

the good news. But that’s exact-

ly what happens. This is how 

Jesus continues to work, and so 

we have the responsibility to 

welcome and develop new lead-

ers, even if that means they 

have different gifts or might do 

things a little differently than we 

would.  

"Therefore welcome one anoth-

er," Paul says, "as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of 

God" (Romans 15:7).  

We have been welcomed into 

the kingdom of God by Jesus. 

No pretension is necessary with 

Jesus. He knows our sin and still 

welcomes us. As a matter of 

fact, it is through being vulnera-

ble with Jesus that our relation-

ship with him grows and our 

sense of belonging deepens. At 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, we 

should strive for everyone to 

receive a warm welcome and 

place to belong. 

That probably sounds good to 

all of us. Most church members 

likely want their church to be 

welcoming. But what does it 

really look like for a church to 

cultivate a sense that all people 

can belong? In our Sunday 

school, the children have been 

learning a true story from John 

4:1-45 about Jesus meeting a 

woman at a well. There are a 

few details in this story that can 

help us more effectively wel-

come others into our family of 

faith in the same way we’ve 

been welcomed. 

First, notice the location. Jesus 

and His disciples are not waiting 

in a worship center with antici-

pation that strangers will come 

through their doors and ask 

some deep thoughtful questions. 

People are not seeking a 

worshipping community; 

they are seeking a way 

to make sense of life. 

The woman’s skepticism 

and timing of her arrival 

indicate that she had no 

expectations of a warm 

welcome or help from Jesus. She 

was just trying to make her life 

work. So that’s where Jesus 

meets her. And that’s what 

we’re called to do. We are sent 

to people in the contexts of 

their lives instead of waiting until 

they enter our lives. 

Second, witness the cross-

cultural conversation. Jesus sees 

a woman arriving to draw water. 

He asks for her to give him a 

drink. Jesus breaks two cultural 

taboos by talking to a woman 

from a different ethnic group. 

He didn’t have a cup, and they 

would have to share one. That 

may not seem like as big a deal 

today, but in the first century, 

these things just weren’t done. 

Jesus reaches across the aisle, so 

to speak. And as nice as that 

sounds in theory, it brings all 

kinds of challenges! The woman 

questions His motives. Others 

would be confused by Jesus’ 

actions. Jesus did not pretend 

that it’s easy or deny differences. 

He simply bridges the gap. Jesus 

reveals something significant 

through this interaction. Our 

nation is growing increasingly 
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In every life, 

there is a con-

stant tension 

between our urge 

to follow our 

own will and 

desires, against 

the boundaries 

which are im-

posed by civilized 

society. Why can’t we do what 

we want to do? Why are there 

so many rules and customs that 

seem to exist only to frustrate, 

and to block our path toward 

the goals that we have set for 

ourselves? If we are honest, we 

must admit that the hand of 

civilization that confines us, also 

supports us and protects us, 

when our solitary strength and 

ability are inadequate. 

The first finger of this hand 

curls around us to keep us safe 

from physical harm. Our ances-

tor Cain, when he was ban-

ished by the Lord for the crime 

of murder, reacted with hor-

ror. (Genesis 4: 13-14) “My 

punishment is more than I can 

bear. Today you are driving me 

from the land, and I will be 

hidden from your presence. I 

will be a restless wanderer on 

the earth, and whoever finds 

me will kill me.” The bonds 

between us and fellow humans 

are a protection against antago-

nists such as natural disasters, 

the cruelties of nature, our 

infirmities, as well as human 

enemies. This bargain has two 

sides. As we are protected 

from harm, we are also re-

quired to contribute to the 

safety of others.  

The second finger of the hand 

is the family, including its ex-

tended members. In the human 

family, we are cared for as 

infants for many years, fed and 

clothed, taught faith skills and 

the ways of the world. In the 

embrace of the family we expe-

rience love, both received and 

given, which ties us to other 

people with bonds that cannot 

be measured or counted. 

Those who are raised in a dys-

functional family tend to be 

scarred by the experience and 

feel the lack for a lifetime. It is 

the family which is a place of 

refuge for us from the sharp 

injuries that the world can 

inflict, and the family that sup-

ports and comforts us in our 

inevitable decline, and buries us 

when we die and remembers 

us thereafter. Freedom from 

family is never completely pos-

sible, and we are also expected 

in a civilized world, to contrib-

ute our efforts to family life.  

We rely on the third finger of 

the hand for our material well-

being. In a civilized world, we 

are not forced to make our 

own shoes, or bake our own 

bread, or build our own hous-

es. In a cooperative civilization, 

each person finds a unique role, 

achieves a special occupational 

competence, so that working 

together we achieve prosperi-

ty. Each material blessing is a 

crafted buy a specialized labor-

er, and this raises the confi-

dence level of the entire com-

munity. Every great civilization 

has, at its core, and efficient 

and productive workforce who, 

collectively, produce abun-

dance. Each receives from this 

bounty and must contribute his 

effort to the total.  

The fourth finger is the culture 

of the community through its 

traditions, laws, and customs, it 

both encourages and restrains 

the actions of the individuals, 

so that each person receives a 

reward commensurate with 

their contribution, and so that 

the aspirations of one person do 

not create misery for another. 

Through the culture of the com-

munity, the beauty created by 

one person can enrich the lives 

of many. To some the culture 

may seem to be an insufferable 

restraint on individual freedom; 

to others, it may seem to foster 

tranquility and stability. The cul-

ture changes slowly; too slow for 

some; too rapidly for others. 

Everyone must have a voice if 

the civilization is to be a reflec-

tion of its individual members.  

The thumb is the core belief, 

which touches each of the four 

fingers, and has a profound influ-

ence on their development and 

performance. The core belief 

must be a transcendental Au-

thority, acknowledged by each 

individual, outside the power of 

any individual to manipulate or 

destroy. It is only when the core 

belief is strong, throughout all 

sectors of society, that the civili-

zation will have the strength to 

succeed. A core belief which is 

"neither hot nor cold," or which 

is evil, can bring misery and 

death to its members. A civiliza-

tion can support and shelter its 

members; it could also in prison 

and crush them. 

With a fruitful core belief, indi-

vidual lives are lived in safety. 

Each member will be supported 

in worthwhile efforts and re-

strain from destructive actions. 

The family will be loving and 

supportive, not tyrannical nor 

careless of its member's welfare. 

The civilization will foster mate-

rial blessings for all; the proper 

effort will be rewarded. The law 

will strive for righteous behavior, 

without crushing individual self-

expression. 

“With a fruitful 

core belief, 

individual lives 

are lived in 

safety.” 

Continued on page 3 

The Hand of  Civilization  by Tim Hurst 
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need and importance for clear 

and accurate translations of 

the Bible into the heart lan-

guage of the reader. 

Emily Wilson from Lutheran 

Bible Translators will be at St. 

Paul Lutheran Church on 

Wednesday, March 7. After the 

6 pm Simple Supper, she will 

make a presentation about the 

work of Lutheran Bible Transla-

Lutheran Bible Translators 

tors. During the offering time 

during the prayer service, she 

will share additional infor-

mation about LBT. Emily is in 

Michigan during this week to 

tell students in school and our 

congregation about the great 

That’s when we’ll remember 

together how Jesus has come 

to us and spoken words of 

convicting truth and amazing 

grace into our lives. He opens 

our eyes and patiently leads us 

to a greater understanding of 

His will for our lives. He for-

gives us. He welcomes us. We 

belong to him. And now He 

uses us to go and tell others 

that He can do the same for 

them.    

Welcome & Grace Continued 

them at times. By some, words 

of welcome and grace that 

invite people to belong will be 

confused with the affirmation of 

sin. On the other hand, when 

we don't affirm and celebrate 

what modern culture has rede-

fined as noble, we will be called 

intolerant and judgmental. At 

times like these, there will be 

the temptation to hunker down 

with people like us – people 

who are easier to welcome or 

who seem like they belong. 

we cannot expect to achieve 

this Utopia, but with prayer, it 

is a blessed goal. 

So, the Bible tells us, a civiliza-

tion with belief in God the Cre-

ator, at its core. With the love 

and forgiveness of Jesus Christ 

as the main driver of its core 

culture and the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit for each individual; 

such a civilization will resemble 

a hand that supports, restrains, 

disciplines, but does not crush 

the people who live within it. 

With all of our human frailties, 

This is a beautiful story of trans-

formation. Jesus welcomes the 

woman at the well and she 

comes to see that she belongs in 

the kingdom of God. It informs 

and inspires our work. But just 

like was true with Jesus, this is a 

messy call. The people Jesus 

sends us to may be confused by 

the concept of grace. They are 

likely to misunderstand certain 

words and ideas in our conver-

sations, and the same will cer-

tainly be true for how we hear 

The Hand of  Civilization Continued 

Ann Arbor Zone Spring 

Rally 

Ladies of St. Paul, mark your 

calendars for Saturday, April 21 

for the Ann Arbor Zone  

Spring Rally at Living Waters in 

Whitmore Lake. 

All LCMS Lutheran women are 

invited and encourage to at-

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

tend this spring’s rally. Please 

save the date a take a little 

time to see first hand what an 

LWML rally is like. Meet some 

of our LWML women and see 

what being active in the LWML 

is all about. Trinity Lutheran 

Church would love to to see 

their sisters in Christ there as 

well. All LCMS Lutheran wom-

en are invited and encourage 

to attend this springs rally. 

Please save the date and take a 

little time to see first hand 

what an LWML rally is like. 

Meet some of our LWML 

women and see what being 

active in the LWML is all 

about.  
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Family 

Ministry 
 

by Miriam Yakimow 

We will be going to Sky Zone on 

Sunday, March 18th. Please 

watch for details on this event. 

missions) during the challenge 

on either March 4 or 11! Have 

some faith conversations this 

Lenten season by using our 

challenge guide. 

Dates for this challenge are 

from February 14 - April 7. 

You do not have to complete 

every mission listed on the 

challenge form. The goal is to 

have every family participate in 

some way! See Miriam 

It’s time for another round of 

family challenge time! There will 

be different opportunities to 

win. This time, prize winners 

will include the family complet-

ing the most missions, a ran-

dom selection of a family who 

worked on the challenges, and 

an opportunity to win a Pizza 

Hut gift card by simply checking 

in with Miriam (letting her 

know you have been working 

on some part of the challenge 

(miriam@stpaulhamburg.com) or 

http://stpaulhamburg.com/2018/

family-lenten-challenge/ for more 

details. 

Lenten Cross Kits 

Lenten Cross Kits are available 

for $2 from Miriam. Use these 

kits to help observe the Lenten 

season and for the Lenten Chal-

lenge. 

The preparation for and re-

ceiving of first communion is 

a special milestone in your 

child’s faith journey. It is also 

a chance for parents and 

children to come together to 

grow together in faith. These 

workshops will use guided 

discussions for parent(s) and 

child to talk about and pre-

pare for receiving Holy Com-

munion. During the last 

workshop day, the child will 

have a conversation with 

Pastor Gaertner about the 

Lord’s Supper. Typically, chil-

dren in 4th grade and up are 

Early Communion Workshops – A Faith Milestone Event 

I am a C (IMAC) 4th, 5th, 6th grade Youth group   

best able to understand the 

concepts of sin, forgiveness, 

and the Lord’s Supper. These 

workshops are open to con-

firmation students desiring to 

receive the Lord’s Supper.  

Participation in this mile-

stone is for three parent/

child workshops. The first 

two workshops will be 2/25 

and 3/11, following the sec-

ond service from about 

12:15 -2 pm.  

There are two options to 

complete the final workshop:  

Option #1 for the 3rd workshop 

is on 3/25 at 12:15 with the Faith 

Milestone blessing at the Maundy 

Thursday worship service at 7 

pm on March 29.  

Option #2 for the 3rd workshop 

is on 4/15 at 12:30 pm with the 

Faith Milestone blessing on Sun-

day, April 22nd at the service 

you normally attend.  

Please contact Miriam 

(miriam@stpaulhamburg.com) 

for more information and to sign 

up.  

Family Lenten Challenge 

http://stpaulhamburg.com/2018/family-lenten-challenge/
http://stpaulhamburg.com/2018/family-lenten-challenge/
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Our congregation’s mission is 

to connect people to Jesus. We 

do this locally and globally. 

Globally our congregation sup-

port three missionary families as 

they work to connect people to 

Jesus. In 2018 our budget in-

cludes $1000 to be distributed 

equally among these three mis-

sionary families. You can also 

make your own contributions 

to their ministry. Visit their 

websites for information on 

how you can make additional 

donations to their efforts to 

connect people to Jesus. All 

these missionaries rely on a 

network of support from con-

gregations and people to con-

tinue their work. Your support 

will allow them to focus more 

on their missionary work and 

less on fundraising. 

Britt Odemba - 

www.lcms.org/odemba 

Britt Odemba, with her husband 

Micah and their children, serves 

the Lord in Kenya. She works 

with the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Kenya as an educa-

tional consultant. She helps the 

local church expand their edu-

cation programs throughout the 

country. She serves primarily 

with Springs of Life Lutheran 

Church in Kibera, Nairobi, Ken-

ya. During her time in Kenya, 

she has facilitated a growth in 

the school’s enrollment and has 

assisted in its budget process 

and the hiring of new staff. 

Britt will be at St. Paul Lutheran 

Church on Monday, April 16 at  

11 am. She will enjoy some time 

with our Bible study group that 

meets on Mondays, but of 

course, everyone will be wel-

come at this to meet Britt. 

Please pray for Britt as she 

serves in Kenya with her hus-

band and their two children. Pray 

for the students and the school 

families as they learn more about 

God and His love for them. 

Rev. James and Angela Sharp 

- www.lcms.org/sharp 

Rev. James and Angela Sharp 

serve the Lord as missionaries in 

Uruguay. James plants new 

churches and works to support 

mercy outreach projects around 

the country. He partners with 

local church leaders to form and 

develop groups of believers into 

mature, self-sustaining, and self-

replicating congregations. Angela 

focuses on education. She teach-

es English-as-a-Foreign-Language 

classes to people of all ages, or-

ganizes, directs, and provides a 

contact for Sunday schools 

throughout the country. She also 

conducts workshops for training 

new teachers and educational 

leaders. James and Angela and 

their four children have built 

relationships through Bible stud-

ies and other community activi-

ties that give them opportunities 

to share the Gospel. 

Please pray for the Sharps as 

they serve in Uruguay. Pray God 

gives them wisdom to navigate 

cultural differences. Ask God to 

give them the opportunities to 

communicate the Gospel in this 

secular country. 

Rev. Nathan and Sarah 

Esala - lbt.org/project/rev-

nathan-sarah-esala/ 

Nathan and Sarah Esala served 

and worked on the Likɔɔnl (or 

Komba) Bible project in Ghana, 

West Africa. Nathan’s role as a 

translation advisor presented 

new (to him) experiences such 

as: developing partnerships with 

the Komba church and commu-

nity leaders, analyzing/

documenting the linguistics of 

the language, checking translat-

ed drafts for quality, assisting in 

final New Testament revisions 

for publication, driving a hard 

bargain, and controlling water 

run-off. 

Currently, Nathan is serving as 

the Translation Coordinator for 

LBT. He desires to discover and 

facilitate excellent practices in 

Bible translation and missiology 

for Lutheran Bible Translators 

and with our global partners.  

Pray with them for the 

KOLIBITRAP team who seek to 

engage the Komba people and 

who, like Luther, have to figure 

out what words communicate 

clearly. For Nathan as he writes 

his dissertation for his Ph.D. For 

God’s continued guidance in the 

work he has called us to do. For 

Sarah’s role with LBT as the 

member care team develops 

strategies and best practices to 

help LBTers thrive. There’s a 

lot going on in this area right 

now. 

Rev. Nathan Esala will preach at 

St. Paul Lutheran Church on 

May 20, the Day of Pentecost. 

 

St. Paul supports Missionaries by Pastor Gaertner 

Esala Family 
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

LAC (7th and 8th graders)  

The Escape Room is a new 

venue in Brighton. On March 

18, our team will be challenged 

to escape the room given a 

series of clues that will assist us 

in our escape. The Escape 

Room has great reviews and 

should be lots of fun. We will 

gather right after church, have 

lunch and then have a bunch of 

fun. The cost is $15 (St. Paul is 

paying a portion of the en-

trance fee). Sign up or email 

mike@stpaulhamburg.com 

now! We are limited to 7 par-

ticipants. 

Tool Time 

Tool Time for Middle School 

students on April 14-15! This is 

an additional April activity, 

being put on by the students at 

Concordia University, Ann 

Arbor! They are hosting an 

awesome event under the 

theme East to West for 7th 

and 8th graders. The cost is 

$30 if registered by March 4th, 

$40 if registered between 

March 5th and March 25th. 

Registration is done online with 

information you receive on 

Wednesday, February 28. Your 

portion of the registration will 

be due on April 14. 

Easter Information 

Everyone is invited to partici-

pate in filling the plastic eggs 

for the Hunt on Sunday, March 

25 at 9:45 am in the Activity 

Center.  

All are also invited to assist 

with the Easter Egg Hunt with 

work starting at 8:30 am.  

Second year Confirmands  

and their parents are serving  

Easter Breakfast. We will set 

up on Saturday, March 31 at 

12:00 pm. We do preparation 

and serving from 7:30 -11:30 

am. 

The Easter Egg Hunt hosted by 

LAC will be on Saturday, 

March 31 beginning at 10 am. 

There will be games, crafts and 

lots of fun with friends and 

family and of course the Hunt! 

Bring your friends. The hunt 

will take place in various areas 

around the church outdoors, 

weather permitting and will 

take place rain or shine.  

Easter Breakfast will be served 

on Sunday, April 1, 8:30 – 

10:45 am. The menu will in-

clude breakfast meats, scram-

bled eggs, pancakes, beverages 

and this year breakfast smooth-

ies are included. Everyone is 

invited to join us. A freewill 

offering will be received to 

offset expenses. Surplus money 

will go into the Youth Camp 

Fund.  

LAC 

Are you ready to have some 

fun with friends on your team 

and with the competition? On 

Sunday afternoon, March 25, 

we will have lunch together and 

then engage our brains, our 

memories and teamwork to get 

in the picture! The event will 

wrap up at 4:30 pm. Get your 

name to Mike Hausch via the 

sign up sheet in the fellowship 

hall or   by email at  

mike@stpaulhamburg.com by 

March 21 so that we can 

properly plan.  

Adult drivers are needed for 

this event so please get in 

touch with Mike if you can help 

out. Sign up and volunteer at 

mike@stpaulhamburg.com 

Senior High—Scavenger Hunt 
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Sunday  

 7:30am Fresh Brew Bible Study 

 8:30am Divine Service  

 9:45am Education Hour  

11:00am Divine Service & Kids’ Connection 

 5:00pm Tough Issues  

Monday 

 9:00am Quilters 

11:00am Women’s Bible Study 

Tuesday 

 9:00am Old Timers 

 1:30pm Knitting Group  

7:00pm Boy Scouts 

Thursday 

11:00am Knitting Group 

 6:30pm Small Group Bible Study  

Saturday 

 8:30am Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00am Altar Preparation 

10:30am AA/Alanon 

11:00am Knitting (downstairs) 

 

Weekly Schedule 

March 2018 

St. Paul Special Events Daily Readings 

3/1 9am  Hymn Selection 

3/4 12pm  Choir planning meeting 

3/7   6pm - 7pm  LBT Guest Speaker 
    6pm - 7pm  Lent Simple supper 

  7pm -8pm   Lent Midweek Vespers 

3/11 Daylight savings starts 
3/11  12pm—1:30pm Choir rehearsal for Easter 
3/11  12:15pm –1:45pm Early Communion  

   Workshop 

3/14  6pm - 7pm  Lent Simple supper 
 7pm -8pm   Lent Midweek Vespers 

 Newsletters due 

3/18  12pm - 1:30pm Choir rehearsal for Easter 

 12pm - TBA LAC Escape Room 

3/20  1pm  Blood Drive 

3/20 7pm  Council 

3/21 6pm - 7pm  Lent Simple supper 

 7pm -8pm   Lent Midweek Vespers 

3/25 12pm-4pm  High School Scavenger 
   Hunt  
 12pm - I pm Choir rehearsal 
3/25  12:15pm –1:45pm Early Communion  

   Workshop 

3/29  7pm   Maundy Worship  

   (no Bible Study) 

3/30 12pm & 7pm  Good Friday Worship 

3/31 10am   Easter Egg Hunt 

 7pm   Easter Vigil Service 

3/1 Genesis 24:1-31  Mark 7:24-37 

3/2 Genesis 24:32-52.61-67 Mark 8:1-21 

3/3 Genesis 27:1-29  Mark 8:22-38 

 

3/4 Genesis 27:30-45; 28:10-22 Mark 9:1-13 

3/5 Genesis 29:1-30  Mark 9:14-32 

3/6 Genesis 35:1-29  Mark 9:33-50 

3/7 Genesis 37:1-36  Mark 10:1-12 

3/8 Genesis 39:1-23  Mark 10:13-31 

3/9  Genesis 40:1-23  Mark 10:32-52 

3/10 Genesis 41:1-27  Mark 11:1-19 
 

3/11 Genesis 41:28-57  Mark 11:20-33 

3/12 Genesis 42:1-34,38  Mark 12:1-12 

3/13 Genesis 43:1-28  Mark 12:13-27 

3/14  Genesis 44:1-18,32-34  Mark 12:28-44 

3/15 Genesis 45:1-20,24-28  Mark 13:1-23 

3/16 Genesis 47:1-31   Mark 13:24-37 

3/17 Genesis 49:29-50:7, 14-26 Mark 14:1-11 
 

3/18 Exodus 1:1-22   Mark 14:12-31 

3/19 Exodus 2:1-22  Mark 14:32-52 

3/20 Exodus 2:23-3:32  Mark 14:53-72 

3/21 Exodus 4:1-18  Mark 15:1-15 

3/22 Exodus 4:19-31  Mark 15:16-32 

3/23 Exodus 5:1-6:1  Mark 15:33-47 

3/24 Exodus 7:1-25  Mark 16:1-20 
 

3/25 Exodus 8:1-32   Hebrews 1:1-14 

3/26 Exodus 9:1-28  Hebrews 2:1-18 

3/27 Exodus 9:29-10:20   Hebrews 3:1-19 

3/28 Exodus 10:21-11:10  Hebrews 4:1-16 

3/29  Exodus 12:1-28  Hebrews 5:1-14 

3/30  Exodus 12:29-32; 13:1-16 Hebrews 6:1-20 

3/31 Exodus 13:17--14:9  Hebrews 7:1-22 
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Worship Times 

Sunday 

8:30 am Traditional Divine  

Service 

9:45 am Christian Education 

Hour for all ages 

10:45 am Fellowship Time 

11:00 am Blended Divine Service 

11:00 am Kids Connection for 

preschool-2nd grade after the 

Children’s Message 

 

Monday (During the Summer) 

7:00 pm Traditional Divine  

Service 

 

 

Saturday, March 31  
7:00p – 8:00p  
Easter Vigil 

Sunday, April 1 
8:00a Easter Festival Worship  

8:30a – 10:45a Easter Breakfast  
 9:30a Easter Service 

11:00a Easter Festival Worship with Praise Band 

Easter Egg Hunt 

March 31, 2018 
10am - 11:30 am 
 
All are welcome to enjoy crafts, 

games, prizes, egg hunting and 

the good news that Jesus Lives 

 

 


