
For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. For 

God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him.  

John 3:16-17 



 

 

        the first week of Lent 

 If you have a Lenten cross/wreath, light all the can-
dles and extinguish one candle at the start of your 
devotion time. 

 

Scripture Reading : Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Questions 
• Lent is 40 days long. Why do you think Jesus fasted 

for 40 days? 
• Think about something you were tempted to do to-

day that you knew you shouldn’t do. Did you give in 
to the temptation or did you say no to it? 

• What do you think would have happened if Jesus 
had listened to the devil?  Why? 

 

Prayer  
 Heavenly Father, in the wilderness of tempta-
tion, you protected your Son from sin. May your holy 
angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have not 
power over us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Rise My Soul, 
Rise, my soul, to watch 
and pray; From your 
sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day 
Unawares O’er taken; 
For the foe, Well we 
know, Is a harvest reap-
ing, While the saints are  
    sleeping. 

 
But while watching, also 
pray, To the Lord unceas-
ing, God protect you day 
by day,  Strength and 
faith increasing. 
So that still, Mind and 
will 
Shall unite to serve Him 
And forever love Him. 

 

 

 

Lenten Cross * 

Start with a cheap tray of 
some kind that is capable 
of holding some sand. (The 
sand represents the 40 days 
Jesus spent in the desert.) 
Spray paint it purple (for 
the liturgical color of 
Lent). If you are worried 
about the mess, skip the 
sand. Find 7 purple candles 
to put in the sand in the 
shape of a cross and twist 
them a bit to get them down in the sand. 

*items are available for a small fee from Miriam to 
make this set. 

Holy Week Banner * 

Make a simple banner with a length of purple gros-
grain ribbon and some pieces of felt. Cut felt pieces 
into various shapes to represent the most important 
days of Holy Week, including: 
 
- a palm leaf for Palm Sunday 
- a chalice and host for Holy 
Thursday 
- a cross for Good Friday 
- a tomb for Holy Saturday 
- a "He is Risen" sun for Easter  

Put Velcro dots on the ribbon 
and pieces of felt and add each 
piece on the corresponding day 
of Holy Week. 

*Materials to make the Lenten Banner are available 
from Miriam 



 

 

Crown of Thorns--
Lenten Wreath 
 
Materials: 
4 cups flour 
1 cup salt 
1-1/2 to 2 cups water (use 
strong tea or instant cof-
fee for color). 
40+ whole toothpicks 
(optional) 
 
Combine flour and salt. Mix in enough water (I like to 
mix when the water is still warm) to make a stiff clay. 
 
Divide dough into three equal pieces and roll each into 
long ropes (~24 inches each, 3/4-1 inch in diameter) and 
carefully braid them as snuggly as possible. 
Form the braid into a circle (10-12 inches in diameter) to 
make the wreath. (This dough is quite forgiving, so you 
can squish, squeeze, and pat it until you get a uniform 
look you like.) 
 
Take a candle and make indentations for six candles in 
the wreath. 
Stick toothpicks into the wreath in every direction to 
represent the thorns. (if you want) 
 
Bake braid on parchment paper at 300 degrees for one 
hour or until dry. When done the thorns should be easily 
removed. Turn oven off and let it cool to avoid cracking. 
If not all the way dry, let braid air dry for 24-48 hours 
until rock hard. 

 

 

 

  the second week of Lent 

 If you have a Lenten cross/wreath, light all the can-
dles and extinguish two candles at the start of your 
devotion time.  

Scripture Reading: Luke 9:28-35 
 

Questions 
• Why do you think Jesus went to the mountain to 

pray? Why did his clothes turn such a bright 
white? 

• Why do you think the disciples were falling asleep 
as they prayed? What do you think it would look 
like to see Jesus’ glory? 

• Why do you think Peter wanted to build houses 
for Jesus, Moses and Elijah? 

 

Prayer  
 Jesus, you are God’s beloved Son. Help us to 
listen to you. Help us not forget You are with us. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Sing Together                                    LSB 537 

Beautiful Savior 
Beautiful Savior,  
King of Creation, 
Son of God,  
And Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love Thee, 
Tuly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, 
My joy, my crown. 
 

Beautiful Savior 
King of creation, 
Son of God, 
And Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, 
Praise, adoration 
Now and forever more 
be Thine! 
 

 



 

 

       the third week of Lent 

 If you have a Lenten cross/wreath, light all the can-
dles and extinguish three candles at the start of 
your devotion time. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:21-34 
 

Questions 
• Jesus said we need to forgive people when they 

hurt us. When is it easy to forgive someone? 
When is it hard?  

• How do you think the man who owed his master 
a lot of money felt when he was asked to pay 
back his debt? How do you think he felt when the 
master forgave that debt? 

• Why should the man have shown mercy to his fel-
low servant? Why do you think he didn’t?  

 

Prayer  
  Lord Jesus, You are faithful to forgive us when 
we hurt You and when we hurt others. Help us to for-
give others as you forgive us. In Your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Sing Together           LSB 611 

Chief of Sinners 
Chief of sinners though I 
be, Jesus shed His blood 
for me, Died that I might 
live on high, Lives that I 
might never die. As the 
branch is to the vine, I am    
      His and He is mine. 

O my Savior, help afford, 
By your Spirit and Your 
Word! When my wayward 
heart would stray, Keep 
me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need sup-
ply, While I live and when   
I die 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. Take a Nature Scavenger Hunt and collect items 

that remind you of the life of Jesus. Two sticks 
could be used to form a cross, a stone could rep-
resent the stone across the tomb, etc. Find some-
thing black (for sin), something red (blood), 
something green (growing in Christ.) 

2. Make a “He is Risen” or “Our Redeemer Lives” 
poster and hang it in your home. 

3. Read an Easter book. The Very First Easter, The 
Tale of Three Trees, Benjamin’s Box, The Legend 
of the Easter Egg 

4. Make a Jesus is Risen Tomb Craft. Discuss the sig-
nificance of Christ’s resurrection. 

5. Get buried in grave-clothes. Read Matthew 27:57
-61. Wrap up one of your children in toilet paper 
or “grave clothes”.  Allow the child to break free 
and talk about how sad the disciples must have 
felft and how happy they must have been when 
they saw that Jesus had conquered death. 

6. Watch the Passion or Animated Passion as appro-
priate for your family. 

 

 

 



 

 

                   Easter Sunday 

 Light all the candles! Christ is risen, He is risen, in-
deed! 

Scripture Reading: Mark 16:1-7 
 

Questions 
• Why did Jesus rise from the dead? 
• Why did he need to rise from the dead? 
• How does that make you feel? 
 
Prayer  
 Lord Jesus, This is a bright and glorious day. It is 
the day You rose from the dead. You beat death and 
sin and sadness and pain. Help us to remember Your 
amazing triumph today. We give you praise and hon-
or and glory. In Your name we pray, Amen.  
  

Sing Together                                    LSB 461 
I Know that My Redeemer 
Lives 
I know that my Redeemer 
lives;  
What comfort this sweet 
sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who 
once was dead; 
He lives, my ever living 
head. 
 
 
 

 
 
He lives triumphant from 
the grave; 
He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all glorious in the 
sky: 
He lives exalted there on 
high. 

 

 

  the fourth week of Lent 

 If you have a Lenten cross/wreath, light all the can-
dles and extinguish four candles at the start of your 
devotion time. 

Scripture Reading :   John 4:7-15 
 

Questions 
• Do you think Jesus is talking about water, like wa-

ter in a glass? 

• What is the living water that He will give the 
woman? 

• How does someone become a “spring of water 
welling up to eternal life” in verse 14? 

 

Prayer  
 Lord Jesus, You are the living water. Help us 
come to You whenever we feel tired and in need of 
rest and refreshment. In Your name we pray. Amen. 
Sing Together                                    LSB 543 

What Wondrous Love is 
This  
What wondrous love is 
this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is 
this, O my soul! What 
wondrous love is this, That 
caused the Lord of bliss To 
bear the dreadful curse for 
my soul, for my soul. To  
    bear the dreadful curse  
             for my soul. 

And when from death I’m 
free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing 
on;  
And when from death I’m 
free, I’ll sing on. And when 
from death I’m free, I’ll 
sing His love for me,  
And through eternity I’ll 
sing on, I’ll sing, And 
through eternity I’ll sing 
on. 
 



 

 

       the fifth week of Lent 

 If you have a Lenten cross/wreath, light all the can-
dles and extinguish five candles at the start of your 
devotion time. 

Scripture Reading: John 11:17-36  
 

Questions 
• How does Martha feel in this story?  
• What did Jesus promise Martha? 
• What does Jesus promise us? 
• How does Mary feel in this story?  
• How does Jesus feel? How do you know? 
 

Prayer  
 Lord Jesus, You loved Mary and Martha, and You 
came to be with them after the death of their brother. 
Thank you that you are with us, too, when we are sad 
and miss people we love. In Your name we pray. 
Amen.  
  

Sing Together      LSB 878 
Abide With Me 
Abide with me, fast falls 
the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; 
Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail 
and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O 
abide with me 
 
 
 
 

 
I need Thy presence, every 
passing hour; 
What but Thy grace can 
foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like Thyself my guide 
and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sun-
shine, O abide with me. 

 

 

  the sixth week of Lent 

 If you have a Lenten cross/wreath, light all the can-
dles and extinguish six candles at the start of your 
devotion time. 

 Remember to light your candles on Good Friday 
and extinguish the last candle. 

Scripture Reading: Mark 15: 33-47 
 

Questions 
• Why did Jesus die? (There are lots of answers 

here. Encourage older children to think beyond 
the “for our sins.”) 

• Why did Joseph ask for Jesus’ body? What did he 
do with it? 

 

Prayer  
 Lord Jesus, This is a dark day. We remember 
the day you were crucified and died. Help us to re-
member You today to remember what You suffered 
because You love us. In Your name we pray. Amen. 
  
Sing Together      LSB 440 

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now  
Jesus, I will ponder now 
On Thy holy Passion;  
With Thy Spirit me endow 
For such meditation.  
Grant that I in love and 
faith May the image cher-
ish  
Of Thy suffering, pain, and  
    death, That I may not  
              perish.  

 If my sins give me alarm 
And my conscience grieve     
me, Let Thy cross my fear        
disarm, Peace of con-
science give me.  
Grant that I may trust in 
Thee And Thy holy Pas-
sion. If His Son so loveth 
me, God must have                    
 compassion 


