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Thy Will Be Done by Pastor Gaertner 

February 2018 Good News 
Please pray: 

• That our schools would be 

faithful mission outposts, 

reaching unchurched fami-

lies with the Gospel and 

strengthening the faith of 

churched families. 

• With thanksgiving for all the 

Synod’s faithful church 

workers, that they might be 

re-energized daily and find 

great joy in their service. 

• That congregation members 

might be welcoming to 

every person the Lord 

brings to their church. 
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In humility, Mary dutifully ac-

cepted the role God had given 

her to become the mother of 

our Savior. That Son would 

later accept his role, faithfully 

following the path his Father 

had in mind for him to save us 

all. 

March 14 • Paul 

Simple Supper at 6pm and Even-

ing Prayer at 7pm 

God’s Will and My Worldview 

On the road to Damascus, Paul 

had his worldview turned upside 

down when God called him to 

preach the name of the Christ 

he had been persecuting. We 

follow God’s will by putting the 

crucified Christ at the center of 

our worldview. 

March 21 • Lydia 

Simple Supper at 6pm and Even-

ing Prayer at 7pm 

God’s Will and My Response 

Lydia followed the will of God 

by responding in faith and hospi-

tality when the Gospel message 

of Christ’s sacrifice was 

preached to her. We follow the 

will of God by responding in 

love and service to one another 

in return for what Christ has 

done for us. 

“Not as I will, but as you will,” 

Jesus prayed to his Father the 

night before he went to the 

cross for our salvation. Our 

prayer during Lent will be that 

we seek to do God’s will in our 

lives, as we draw near to the 

observance of Christ’s suffering, 

death and resurrection during 

Holy Week. 

Experience the season of Lent 

by gathering on Wednesday 

nights at St. Paul in Hamburg to 

discover God’s will for your life.  

February 14 • Ash Wednes-

day • Abraham and Isaac 

Services with the imposition of 

ashes at 12pm and 7pm 

God’s Will and God’s Promise 

By faith, Abraham trusted the 

will of God when he promised 

that a son would be born to 

him. God’s will was done with 

that son, Isaac was born, and 

God’s will was done when his 

Son Jesus came into the world 

to redeem his people. 

February 21 • Moses 

Simple Supper at 6pm and Even-

ing Prayer at 7pm 

God’s Will and My Inadequacy 

At first, Moses did not think he 

could free the Israelites from 

slavery in Egypt. But God 

worked through him to set his 

people free. In Lent, we remem-

ber that God sent his Son to do 

his will and set all people free 

from the slavery of sin. 

February 28 • David 

Simple Supper at 6pm and Even-

ing Prayer at 7pm 

God’s Will and My Dreams 

Anointed by God to rule in Isra-

el, King David was called by God 

to shepherd his people but often 

failed to live up to God’s will for 

him. We welcome the Good 

Shepherd into our lives who 

fulfills God’s will perfectly to 

gather his wandering sheep into 

the sheepfold of heaven. 

March 7 • Mary 

Simple Suppler at 6pm and Even-

ing Prayer at 7pm 

God’s Will and My Identity 
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If it were not tragic, it would 

be amusing to watch the politi-

cal and business elites in a mad 

scramble to restore sexual 

morality to human interaction. 

Remember, these are the same 

people who, for years, have 

been telling the less-

enlightened that rules of sexual 

conduct are old-fashioned, that 

humans should be free to 

choose any lifestyle, no matter 

how deviant. They are the 

same people who refer to the 

murder of inconvenient chil-

dren as "choice" or condone 

the withdrawal of medical at-

tention to older, sicker people 

who have become economical-

ly useless. With a straight face, 

they inform us that voluntarily 

ingesting toxic substances that 

destroy mind and body are to 

be treated as a disease, like a 

bacterial or a viral infection. In 

their philosophy, any action to 

control their self-absorbed 

"progress" is an attack on indi-

vidual freedom. Suddenly, now 

they see the downside to 

which their undisciplined con-

duct is leading them, and they 

recoil in horror at the conse-

quences of liberty transformed 

into license. 

Remember the creatures in the 

old movie cartoons, who rush 

heedlessly toward a precipice, 

only to find themselves in emp-

ty air, clawing at non-existent 

handholds to avoid falling into 

an abyss. Of course, the impact 

doesn't kill them; it only dazes 

them for a moment before they 

arise and continue their mad 

dash. Not so in the real world, 

where sin has real physical 

consequences; guilt and blame 

can last a lifetime. 

About 3500 years ago, a ragged 

group of ex-slaves trudged 

through a terrifying wilderness. 

For hundreds of years, they had 

cowered under brutal overse-

ers and had done just as they 

were told every hour of the 

day. Now they were free, but 

they had no idea of how to deal 

with either the unforgiving land 

or with their fellow travelers. 

Then their leader left them and 

trekked up the mountain, out 

of their sight. After many days 

he returned with stone tablets 

on which were engraved words 

that would be a guide to their 

conduct for the next forty 

years, and the behavior of all 

humankind for the next forty 

centuries. But when Moses 

came down from the mountain, 

what did he find? The people 

had made a God for them-

selves, a golden calf, and were 

worshipping this idol. They had 

decided that they could deter-

mine good and evil for them-

selves and had turned their 

backs on the true God who 

had brought them out of slav-

ery. 

There are thousands of exam-

ples of false worship, as individ-

ual people form foolish mobs, 

following prideful, deviant lead-

ers. The Spartans, a warrior 

society, would examine all chil-

dren at birth, to find those who 

seemed to be sickly or weak. 

They would be left on a hillside 

to die of exposure. In the old 

testament era, the neighboring 

nations offered infants as sacri-

fices to appease their Gods or 

influence their behaviors. The 

Mayans of Mexico would seek 

the favor of their gods by sacri-

ficing human beings. Marriage 

practices and sexual practices 

have varied widely over time, in 

different civilizations, based on 

popular approval. In our era, 

racial groups have been perse-

cuted, under dictatorial rule 

perhaps, but usually with the 

support of large segments of the 

population. False gods and false 

religions (sometimes disguised as 

political movements) have exist-

ed in every age. In every genera-

tion, people who claim perfect 

and exclusive knowledge of the 

ways of God have argued their 

case by torturing, burning, hang-

ing, or beheading those who 

disagreed with them. But God 

does not judge righteousness and 

sin by majority vote.  

In a sense, we who are Chris-

tians can be objective observers 

of the madness that prevails in 

some sectors of our society.  But 

we cannot just be passive on-

lookers as the civilization, of 

which we are a part, collapses 

around us. First, we will be 

drawn in, forcibly; the advocates 

of evil are bent on making every-

body conform to their twisted 

ideas. Second, the Lord com-

mands us to be the leaven in the 

loaf, the salt for preservation, to 

light the world, and to bring His 

message to everyone. So, despite 

our desire to withdraw with our 

Christian friends to like-minded 

enclaves in society, we must 

reach out, to expose falsehood, 

instruct the foolish, to contend 

with evil, and shine God's beauti-

ful light into the dark corners of 

our society. We may have to get 

out of our comfort zone, but we 

who hear God's voice must re-

peat it and tell it to all the na-

tions. 

“They had 

decided that they 

could determine 

good and evil for 

themselves …”  

  WHO SAYS? by Tim Hurst 
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• 10:30 a.m. 

MOST tour 

MOST Ministries, 655 Phoenix 

Drive, Ann Arbor, MI  48108 

RSVP Requested by February 7 

- 417.304.2267 or jbgallmey-

er@gmail.com 

MOST MINISTRIES invites Ann 

Arbor LCMS congregations to 

gather together on Saturday, 

February 10. The invitation is 

extended to LWML ladies, their 

spouses, and friends. The itiner-

ary follows: 

Prayer Service: Living as God People 

• 9:00 a.m 

Refreshments 

• 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 
Rev. R. Mikkelson will lead a 
service of praise, prayer, and 

response 

calling as witnesses of the Gos-

pel.  

The event is on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 24, 2018, - 8:30 am  

to 3:00 pm at Our Savior  

Lutheran Church, 7910 E St 

Joe Hwy, Lansing, MI 48917. 

Everywhere we go, we go as a 

witness to the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. But 

what does it mean to be a wit-

ness? How can my witness per-

suade someone to believe? How 

can I be a witness to people 

Theological Conference - Take Heart, Take Action 

who don’t seem to care about 

church or the faith? Take Heart, 

Take Action is a theological con-

ference for laypeople and 

church workers, and the fea-

tured speakers will share prac-

tical advice and insight into our 

office.   

60 grocery carts containing 

5,059 pounds of food were 

collected on January 27 and 28 

at the Bringing Hope food 

collection at Kroger. 

2017 was a busy year for Daisy’s 

Pantry.  We served 60 different 

families consisting of 168 indi-

vidual members.  Most of these 

families came multiple times 

throughout the year.  A total of 

approximately 10,590 pounds of 

Daisy’s Pantry by Ellen Johnson 

groceries were distribut-

ed.  Thank you so much for 

such giving hearts who donate 

food for those we serve.  If you 

are in need or are aware of 

someone we could help, please 

call Ellen Johnson or the church 

the offering plate. 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

There will be several volunteer 

opportunities closer to the 

time of the basket deliveries. 

Save the date! The Easter Bas-

ket deliveries will be Saturday, 

March 24. 

 

St. Paul is collecting the food 

and household items listed to 

provide an Easter meal and 

support to families in our com-

munity needing assistance during 

the Easter Season. 

Paper Towels 

Toilet Paper 

Laundry Detergent 

Bar Soap 

Shampoo 

Easter Basket Program — St. Paul’s Compassionate Care 

Liquid Dish Soap 

Tissue (Kleenex) 

Boxed Scalloped Potatoes 

Canned Corn 

You can also designate a cash 

donation to purchase perisha-

ble food such as hams, pota-

toes, and fruit. 

Please write “Easter Baskets” 

on the envelope or check for 
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We begin with an opening and 

introduction to the Bible story, 

like we have been doing. Fol-

lowing the opening, we will 

divide into three groups: Pre-

school, Kindergarten-2nd 

grade, and Grades 3-6.  

Students will explore VBS-type 

workshops to dive deep into 

Bible stories. Options include: 

Art, Bible Skills and Games, 

Computer Lab, Cooking, Crea-

tive Drama, Music, Science, and 

Video. Each Bible story is stud-

ied for 3 weeks before moving 

on to the next story. 

Be sure to check out the new Sunday school program for preschool- grade 6  

Family 

Ministry 
 

by Miriam Yakimow 

February Event 

Join us for an afternoon of 

games and painting at church on 

Sunday, February 4 at 12:15 pm. 

We will have a light lunch fol-

lowing the second service. 

the faith, resources, and discus-

sion. In our February 4 class, 

we will look at some specific 

Lenten resources for use in the 

home and begin to discuss 

ways that we, as parents, can 

help create “Sticky Faith” that 

On Sunday, February 4, during 

the Education Hour, a new 

quarterly class for parents of 

kids from birth—high school 

begins. We will explore teach-

ing faith at home by looking at a 

Biblical foundation of teaching 

extends beyond the home years, 

in our children. 

This class is designed to grow 

faith conversations in the home. 

Class participants will help set 

the topics for our discussion.  

The preparation for and re-

ceiving of first communion is 

a special milestone in your 

child’s faith journey. It is also 

a chance for parents and 

children to come together to 

grow together in faith. These 

workshops will use guided 

discussions for parent(s) and 

child to talk about and pre-

pare for receiving Holy Com-

munion. During the last 

Early Communion Workshops – A Faith Milestone Event 

I am a C (IMAC)  4th, 5th, 6th grade Youth group    

workshop day, the child will 

have a conversation with 

Pastor Gaertner about the 

Lord’s Supper. Typically, 

children in 4th grade and up 

are best able to understand 

the concepts of sin, for-

giveness, and the Lord’s Sup-

per. These workshops are 

open to confirmation stu-

dents desiring to receive the 

Lord’s Supper. Dates for 

workshops are 2/25, 3/11, and 

3/25. Please contact Miriam 

(miriam@stpaulhamburg.com) 

for more information and to 

sign up.  
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This Side of Heaven by Karen 

Kingsbury 

Annie Warren always wanted 

the best for her son, Josh. But 

years of failure and bad choices 

created a heartbreaking dis-

tance that has grown far worse 

since the day Josh was hit by a 

drunk driver. Now on medical 

disability, Josh has put his life on 

hold for years, waiting for the 

insurance company to send a 

settlement that never seems to 

come. Worse, he believes the 

story of a scheming woman 

who claims they have a seven-

year-old daughter named Savan-

nah.  

Despite the unlikelihood and 

complete lack of evidence, Josh 

dreams of being a father and is 

determined to one day claim 

the child. His family doesn't 

know the full story. They don't 

know what happened the night 

of the accident that was worth 

the chronic pain Josh suffers 

every waking minute, or that he 

is turning his life around. They 

haven't seen that Savannah's 

eyes are his, and they don't 

know how desperately the little 

girl needs her family.  

When the settlement that right-

ly belongs to Josh is threatened, 

Annie sets out to defend her 

son. But she might find a treas-

ure more valuable than money, 

one she never expected, one 

that is the greatest gift her son 

could ever give her. 

An Advent for Religious Lib-

erty, A Pastor Stephen Grant Nov-

el #3 

Advent and Christmas approach. 

It’s supposed to be a special sea-

son for Christians. But it’s differ-

ent this time in New York City. 

Religious Liberty is under assault. 

The Catholic Church has been 

called a “hate group.” And it’s 

the newly elected mayor of New 

York City who has set off this 

religious and political firestorm. 

Some people react with prayer, 

others with violence and murder. 

Stephen Grant, former CIA op-

erative turned pastor, faces 

deadly challenges during what 

becomes known as “An Advent 

for Religious Liberty.” Grant 

works with the Cardinal who 

leads the Archdiocese of New 

York, the FBI, current friends, 

and former CIA colleagues to 

fight for religious liberty, and 

against dangers both spiritual and 

physical. An Advent for Religious 

Liberty is a thriller torn from 

today’s headlines. It’s a different, 

fast-paced, action-packed story 

of politics and violence trying to 

undermine faith during the Ad-

vent and Christmas season.  

 

The Five Love Languages of 

Teenagers by Gary Chapman 

Socially, mentally, and spiritually, 

teenagers face a variety of pres-

sures and stresses each day. 

Despite these pressures, it is still 

parents who can influence teens 

the most, and The 5 Love Lan-

guages of Teenagers equips 

parents to make the most of 

that opportunity.  

In this adaptation of the #1 

New York Times bestseller The 

5 Love Languages (more than 

10 million copies sold), Dr. 

Gary Chapman explores the 

world in which teenagers live, 

explains their developmental 

changes, and gives tools to help 

you identify and appropriately 

communicate in your teen's 

love language. 

Get practical tips on how to: 

• Express love to your teen 

effectively 

• Navigate the key issues in 

your teen’s life, including 

anger and independence 

• Set boundaries that are en-

forced by discipline and con-

sequences 

• Support and love your teen 

when he or she fails 

Get ready to discover how the 

principles of the five love lan-

guages can work in the life of 

your teenage and family. 

 

 

Librarians Recommendations by Jean Schneider 

The CEF ExtensionPlus is an 

easy-access savings vehicle 

from Church Extension Fund. 

Continue to support the minis-

try of CEF in providing space 

and place for sharing the Good 

News of Jesus Christ and be 

able to access your investments 

via your own checkbook or 

VISA®/ATM Card or withdraw 

your investment at an ATM. 

For more information, call 

them at 800.242.3944 or visit 

www.mi-cef.org. 

What Is ExtensionPlus?  by Paul Wills, Vice President – Marketing  
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

(7th and 8th graders and those 

in Confirmation instruction)  

LAC group are invited to at-

tend a Men’s Basketball game at 

Concordia University, Ann 

Arbor on Saturday, February 

17. They are playing Indiana 

School of Technology. We will 

meet at the church at 2:00 pm. 

The game time is 3:00 pm. We 

will have pizza together before 

returning to St. Paul at 6:00 

pm. Get your name on the sign

-up sheet in the Small Fellow-

ship Hall or email Mike Hausch. 

Sign up deadline is Wednesday, 

February 14 at 5:00 pm. The 

March activity is a trip to the 

venue in Brighton called the, 

BB game 17 and in March the 

LAC activity is a trip to the 

Escape Room on Sunday, 

March 18.  

LAC 

High School students: Feb-

ruary’s Event is a Lock-In 

on Friday, February 16 at 

7:00pm. We will play some 

games, watch a movie. Evening 

activities will end at 10 pm and 

students may go home if they 

wish. For those who wish to 

stay, we will have a variety of 

structured options as well as a 

time for sleep. On Saturday 

morning breakfast will be 

served and the event will end 

at 8:00 a.m.  

Senior High 

This group has recently begun 

a new topic titled “Go and 

Be Reconciled.” This will be 

a great study to help us honor 

the words of the Lord 

Prayer’s “Forgive us our trespass-

es as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us.” This study meets 

weekly on Monday morning, 

11:00 am – 12:00 NOON. You 

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study  

are invited to join us next 

Monday or any Monday! 

Who is the LWML? You are 

the LWML! You are Lutheran 

Women in Mission! Every 

woman who is a communicant 

member of an LCMS congre-

gation may join the LWML. 

All you need is a love for 

others, a desire to share the 

Gospel message, and a heart 

to serve. Individual member-

ship is available as an option to 

women who have an interest in 

the mission and ministry of the 

LWML but are not able to join a 

local group. Contact district 

president Susan Gruber at 

lwml@lwml.org for details. Use 

subject line “Contact Susan 

Gruber district president” in the 

subject line. Also you can go to 

How to Start and LWML Group 

lwml.org/welcome  and check 

out the welcome packet for 

more information about 

LWML. 

Also watch for more details on 

the Area Spring Rally April 21 

at Living Water. 
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Sunday  

 7:30am Fresh Brew Bible Study 

 8:30am Divine Service  

 9:45am Education Hour  

11:00am Divine Service & Kids’ Connection 

 5:00pm Tough Issues  

Monday 

 9:00am Quilters 

11:00am Women’s Bible Study 

Tuesday 

 9:00am  Old Timers 

 1:30pm Knitting Group  

7:00pm Boy Scouts 

Thursday 

11:00am  Knitting Group 

 6:30pm  Small Group Bible Study  

Saturday 

 8:30am  Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00am  Altar Preparation 

10:30am  AA/Alanon 

11:00am  Knitting (downstairs) 

 

Weekly Schedule 

January 2018 

St. Paul Special Events Daily Readings 

2/1 9am Hymn Selection 

2/3  12pm - 4pm God and Essential Oil 

2/4 9:30—10:45am  Boy Scout Breakfast 

2/8   9am—12pm MOPS 

     7pm  Scouts 

2/14 12pm & 7 pm  Ash Wednesday Worship 

2/16 7pm—8 am High school Lock-in 

2/17 2pm—5pm LAC CUAA Basketball Game 

2/18  6:30pm Confirmation class  

   Newsletter articles due  

2/21 6pm Lent Simple Supper  

 7pm Vespers 

  

2/25 6pm Slade Baptism 

 1pm Duckworth Memorial Friends/

   Family gathering 

 2pm  Duckworth Memorial service 

 3pm  Duckworth Memorial luncheon 

2/28 6pm Lent Simple Supper  

 7pm Vespers 

 

 

2/1 Zechariah 11:4-17  Timothy 4:1-18 

2/2 Zechariah 12:1-13:9 Titus 1:1-26 

2/3 Zechariah 14:1-21 Titus 2:7-3:15 

 

2/4 Job 1:1-22 John 1:1-18 

2/5 Job 2:1-3:10 John 1:19-34 

2/6 Job 3:11-26 John 1:35-51 

2/7 Job 4:1-21 John 2:1-12 

2/8 Job 5:1-27 John 2:13-25  

2/9 Job 6:1-13 John 3:1-21 

2/10 Job 6:14-30 John 3:22-4:6 

 

2/11 Job 7:1-21 John 4:7-26 

2/12 Job 8:1-22 John 4:27-45 

2/13 Job 9:1-35 John 4:46-54 

2/14 Job 10:1-22 John 5:1-18 

2/15 Job 11:1-20 John 5:19-29 

2/16 Job 12:1-6, 12-25 John 5:30-47 

2/17 Job 13:1-12 John 6:1-21 

 

2/18 Job: 13:13-28 John 6:22-40 

2/19 Job14:1-22 John 6:41-59 

2/20 Job 15:1-23 John 6:60-71 

2/21 Job 16:1-22 John 7:1-13 

2/22 Job 17:1-16 John 7:14-31 

2/23 Job 18:1-21 John 7:32-53 

2/24 Job 19;1-12, 21-27  John 8:1-20 

 

2/25 Job 20:1-23,29 John 8;21-38 

2/26 Job 21:1-21 Job 21-22.   John 8:39-59 

2/27 Job 30:16-31 John 9:1-23 

2/28 Job 31:1-12, 33-40 John 9:21-41 
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Worship Times 

Sunday 

8:30 am Traditional Divine  

Service 

9:45 am Christian Education 

Hour for all ages 

10:45 am Fellowship Time 

11:00 am Blended Divine Service 

11:00 am Kids Connection for 

preschool-2nd grade after the 

Children’s Message 

 

Monday (During the Summer) 

7:00 pm Traditional Divine  

Service 

Vision Targets for 2018 

• Connecting to Jesus:  

3 Bible Studies 

• Connecting to Each Other:  

3 Family Nights 

• Connecting to the  

Community:  

3 Acts of Service 

• Sharing God’s Love:  

3 Invitations 


