
Connecting People to Jesus 

Good News 

Advent 2017 by Pastor Gaertner 

December 2017 Good News 
Please pray: 

 For opportunities to pro-

claim the Gospel in this 

season. When the world is 

open to hearing the story of 

Christmas, may we be 

unashamed in our witness. 

 For hearts that imitate the 

generosity and graciousness 

of Jesus. Pray that God’s 

people would be eager to 

show forth the love of God 

through their good work 

for their neighbors. 

 For all Christians, that we 

might repent of our sins and 

prepare for Christ’s return. 
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Advent and Christmas 

Events and Dates to Re-

member 

Midweek Simple Supper  

at 6pm and  

  Vespers at 

 7pm on December 6, 13, 20 

Children's Program 

Rehearsal at 9:45am on  

December 9 

Christmas Caroling at 2pm 

on December 10 

Compassionate Care 

Christmas Baskets -  

Sorting on December 12 at 

6:30pm,  

Packing on December 15 at 

6:30pm, and  

Delivery at 9am on Decem-

ber 16 

Children's Christmas Pro-

gram at 11am Divine Service 

on December 17 

4th Sunday in Advent Sun-

day morning worship on 

December 24 at 10am 

Christmas Eve Lessons and 

Carols with Candle-

light on December 24 at 

4pm, 7pm, and 10pm 

Christmas Day Festival  

Service on December 25 at 

10am 

During the season of Advent 

the church prepares for the 

coming of our savior Jesus. The 

word "advent" is from the Latin 

word for "coming," and as such, 

describes the "coming" of our 

Lord Jesus Christ into the flesh. 

The arrival of Jesus appears in 

three ways—past, present, and 

future. The season highlights the 

Old Testament's prophecies of 

his incarnation at Bethlehem. 

The readings which highlight 

Christ's coming in the future 

focus on his "second coming" on 

the Last Day at the end of time. 

The readings which highlight 

Christ's coming in the present 

focus on his ministry among us 

through the Word of God and 

the Sacraments. 

There are many beautiful cus-

toms and traditions surrounding 

Advent. At St. Paul Lutheran 

Church we will light the Advent 

candles each week and focus 

our readings on the past, pre-

sent, and future coming of our 

savior. In our homes families 

will have advent calendars to 

help track the movement of 

time toward the arrival of Jesus. 

Also this year Miriam Yakimow 

has developed a family holiday 

challenge that encourages and 

supports families in their prepa-

rations for Christmas. The holi-

days can be wonderful, but they 

can also be crazy. Instead of 

giving into the chaos, take the 

Family Holiday Challenge. The 

challenge starts on December 1 

and ends on January 6. Two 

families will get a prize — a fami-

ly with most missions completed 

and a  family whose challenge 

guide is chosen through random 

selection. The challenge is open 

to any family at St. Paul (all ages). 

A challenge poster with rules 

and missions will be available 

beginning next Sunday, Novem-

ber 26. The winners will be an-

nounced on the St. Paul Face-

book page and via email. 

The Advent Simple Suppers and 

midweek services provide a time 

for us to focus on God's Word 

that celebrate the coming of our 

savior. We gather on Wednes-

days in Advent (December 6, 13, 

20) for a Simple Supper at 6pm. 

All are invited to these suppers. 

There are signup sheets in the 

small fellowship hall to indicate 

what food you will bring to the 

meal. Even if you don't remem-

ber to bring any food, you are 

still invited to the simple sup-

pers. We always seem to have 

enough food. The Vespers ser-

vice begins at 7pm and con-

cludes around 7:45pm. We will 

focus on the hymn, "The Angel 

Gabriel from Heaven Came." 

This is a Basque Christmas folk 

carol about the Annunciation to 

the Virgin Mary by the angel 

Gabriel. Each verse of the hymn 

will give us a chance to hear the 

announcement of good news 

that Jesus is our savior. 
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At the heart of every myth is a 

hard kernel of fact. Something 

actually happened somewhere, 

sometime, and a storyteller 

took the basic meaning of the 

event and arranged the details 

around it so that his listeners 

could understand the significant 

central theme.  The Iliad, an 

ancient myth, describes a war 

between the Greeks and the 

Trojans.  Why has this relative-

ly small event captured the 

imagination of so many people 

over thousands of years?  

There have been longer sieges 

and bloodier battles that every-

one has forgotten, but this 

story has survived, from blind 

Homer singing the poem, pre-

ceded by countless storytellers 

passing the tale from ear to 

mouth, forward through hun-

dreds of translations in many 

languages, and countless small 

stories using parts of the same 

plot.  This story has survived 

because, when we hear it, we 

can sense that it is true;  it 

comes to life in our minds, 

centuries after the event. 

It is true.  There was a city of 

Troy, long ago.  The archaeolo-

gists have dug it up, and have 

found the charred wood and 

the broken pieces of stone 

which once, long ago, was a 

wall.  But the truth of the Iliad 

does not lie in knowing the 

dates of the battles or the size 

of the wooden horse that 

broke the siege.  The truth lies 

in the character and behavior 

of the participants.  When we 

hear the story, we live inside 

the minds of the heroes.  We 

exult in their triumphs; we 

despair in their defeats; we 

understand their anger and 

drudgery and pain and pride.  In 

our minds, these people are 

real.  The storyteller has made 

them immortal. 

Because the mind of each of us 

is different, as are our experi-

ences, we all see the same 

thing through different eyes. 

The innocent child does not 

see the same picture as the 

world-wise adult.  When we 

tell a story, we accentuate the 

parts that impress us;  we ig-

nore the irrelevant details;  we 

want the listener to see the 

event as we see it.  When he 

does respond to our story as 

we desire, we are pleased, 

because he is in harmony with 

us.  Both storyteller and listen-

er perceive the same truths at 

the heart of the story.   

It is fashionable today to be 

cynical, and we dismiss any idea 

outside of our control or the 

boundaries of our reasoning 

ability.  Like the disciple Thom-

as, we say "Unless I see the nail 

marks in His hands, and put my 

fingers where the nails were, 

and put my hand into His side, I 

will not believe it."  But truth 

does not lie inside the bounda-

ries of our five senses or what 

we can measure or calculate.  

Truth lies in instincts, feelings, 

and impulses that are too deep 

within our God-created con-

sciousness to be controlled by 

our reasoning brain. 

In this Christmas season, we 

are sure to encounter the cyni-

cal person who says, with the 

arched eyebrow and the con-

descending smirk, "It's all just a 

myth, don't you know?" We 

can feel sorry for him because 

the glory of the Christmas 

story is a mystery to him.  It 

does not fit inside the bounda-

ries of his reason, and he does not 

dare to go outside the perimeter 

of his limitations. Your answer to 

him should be  "Thanks be to God 

for the blessing of the Christmas 

story, for it contains the truth that 

makes the rest of our short life 

bearable!" 

We should approach Christmas 

with a mindset of a little child, 

filled with joy by the colorful lights 

and decorations, the music telling 

of God's love, the companionship 

and love of our family, friends, and 

neighbors, and the hope of unimag-

inable wonders in the future.  But 

also, with our adult minds, we 

should contemplate the greatest 

gift that any of us can receive, that 

God so loved the world that He 

was moved by our sadness and 

confusion and despair at the chaos 

that humankind has created in 

God's lovely world; that He sent 

His Son as a Christmas gift, to live 

in lowly state among common 

people. 

So the truth at the heart of the 

Christmas story is not the exact 

date of Jesus' birth or the number 

of  Wise Men, but the joy that 

comes from knowing that Jesus is 

living in the midst of us, and the 

gratitude for the love of God that 

forgives our trespasses.  That is 

the truth that sets us free from 

earthbound concerns, and allows 

us to really mean it when we say  

"A Merry and Blessed Christmas 

to us all". 

 

“We should 

approach 

Christmas with a 

mindset of a little 

child, filled with 

joy…”  

TRUTH AND MYTH  by Tim Hurst 
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many animals of the forest, its 

branches had become dam-

aged. But when the Queen 

sees this imperfect tree she is 

reminded of the love and pro-

tection we seek in God. Small 

Pine's love and charity for its 

friends help to make it the 

most perfect Christmas tree of 

all. With beautiful illustrations.  

Why Christmas Trees Aren't 

Perfect makes a wonderful 

tradition for Christmas and 

advent 

A Christmas Child (DVD) 

A heartwarming story of mys-

tery and discovery based on 

Max Lucado's bestseller! As 

Christmas approaches, an enig-

matic photograph draws jour-

nalist Jack Davenport to Clear-

water, Texas, where he discov-

ers an intricately carved nativity. 

Who made it and why? As he 

investigates, he uncovers secrets 

from his past and a love who 

never left him. Starring Steven 

Curtis Chapman. Dove ap-

proved. 96 minutes. 

 

A Christmas in Harmony 

(Fiction) 

It's certain to be a holiday unlike 

any other in Harmony when 

“Thanks be to 

God, who gives us 

he victory 

through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

Librarian Recommendation by Jean Schneider 

Dale Hinshaw gets a brain-

storm about a progressive na-

tivity scene that involves the 

whole town! Pastor Sam Gard-

ner isn't too keen on the idea 

but Dale is unstoppable. Up-

roariously funny and heart-

warming, here's a delightful 

story about the true meaning of 

Christmas. 96 pages, hardcover 

from HarperCollins. 

 

Why Christmas Trees 

Aren’t Perfect  (Youth) 

Long ago, in a faraway land, 

there lived a perfect little tree 

named Small Pine. Small Pine 

had always dreamed of being 

picked to be the Queen's spe-

cial Christmas tree. Over time, 

as Small Pine gave shelter to 

commitment by Sunday, De-

cember 17 by contacting me,  

Mike Hausch, at the church 

office 810-231-1033 or my 

mobile phone 810-923-8166. 

We are taking a second trip to 

Houston. We will go on January 

8-12, 2018. We are partnering 

with Salem Lutheran of Tomball 

and Trinity Klein Lutheran 

churches. The cost to partici-

pate will be the round trip plane 

ticket and meals during travel. 

Thrivent Choice dollars con-

tributed to St. Paul will cover 

the cost of meals, housing, and 

materials. An information sheet 

will be available in the narthex 

and the fellowship hall on Sun-

day, December 3. I encourage 

you to make your decision and 

Hurricane Harvey Relief Effort by Mike Hausch 
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Faith Milestones use significant 

milestones in a child’s life to 

connect families to each other 

and to the congregation. 

Upcoming Faith Milestone 

– January 7th  

Anniversary of Baptism: Re-

membering Our Way of Life 

This Milestone Event for all 

ages is an opportunity to re-

mind everyone that living in 

our baptism is a lifelong jour-

ney. This will be held in con-

junction with the Baptism of 

Our Lord Sunday.  Those who 

were baptized in the previous 

year will be encouraged in their 

baptismal journey. An intergen-

erational Education Hour will 

highlight living in our baptisms 

and there will be activities for 

all ages. 

 

Faith Milestones  at St. Paul Lutheran Church Family Ministry  Connections 

Family 

Ministry 
 

by Miriam Yakimow 

Our December activity for 

youth and their families will be 

Christmas Caroling with the 

congregation on Sunday, 

December 10 from 2-4 pm. 

The holidays can be wonderful, 

but they can also be crazy. 

Instead of giving into the chaos,  

take this Family Holiday Chal-

lenge.   

 The challenge starts on De-

cember 1 and ends on Janu-

ary 6 

 Mark the challenges you 

completed.  Each challenge 

=1 point. If there are multi-

ple children in a family, each 

challenge only counts once.  

Try to make it a competition 

among siblings and get every-

one to complete the mission 

before you check the box 

completed. 

 Drop this challenge guide 

into the box in the Narthex 

by January 7 

 Two families will get a prize 

— a family with most mis-

sions completed and a family 

whose challenge guide is 

chosen through random 

selection. 

The challenge is open to any 

family at St. Paul (all ages). A 

challenge poster with rules and 

missions will be available from 

Miriam Yakimow. The winners 

will be announced on the St. 

Paul Facebook page and via 

email. 

Family Holiday Challenge 

If your child (preschool-grade 

6) is interested in being part 

of this year’s Christmas pro-

gram on Sunday, December 

17, please contact Miriam 

Yakimow at  

miriam@stpaulhamburg.com 

or Christi Gaertner a christ-

gaertner@gmail.com .  

Rehearsals will take place 

during the first 15 minutes 

of the Education Hour in 

the lower level.  There will 

also be a rehearsal on Satur-

day, December 9 from 9:45

-11:30 am. There are speaking 

parts for older children and 

costumed parts.  Children in K-

12 may also play an instrument 

or sing for pre-service music. 

See Miriam or Christi for de-

tails and to sign up! 

Instrumental Ensemble for 

the Christmas Program 

Youth who have played an 

instrument for one year and 

are in grades 7-12 are encour-

aged to join the ensemble. The 

group will play two selections 

during the program. Music will 

be handed out in early Novem-

ber.  There will be one practice 

on Sunday, December 10, 

from 6:30-7:30 pm.  Please 

contact Chris Mowers to sign 

up or for more information at 

mowersch@gmail.com  

Children’s Christmas Program “From Heaven Above” 

I am a C (IMAC)   4th, 5th, 6th grade Youth group      

mailto:miriam@stpaulhamburg.com
mailto:christgaertner@gmail.com
mailto:christgaertner@gmail.com
mailto:mowersch@gmail.com
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QCD: A Tax-Efficient Gifting by Pastor Gaertner 

Donors 70½ and older are 

eligible for tax-free gift oppor-

tunity. Help yourself while 

helping to affect the ministry of 

St. Paul Lutheran Church or 

another charity of your choice.  

 
Generally, a qualified charitable 

distribution (QCD) is an other-

wise taxable distribution from 

an IRA (other than an ongoing 

SEP or SIMPLE IRA) owned by 

an individual who is age 70½ or 

over that is paid directly from 

the IRA to a qualified charity. 

The QCD can satisfy all or part 

the amount of your required 

minimum distribution from 

your IRA. It’s easy to make a 

gift by directing your custodian 

to transfer a portion of your 

required minimum distribution 

directly to a charity. The gift is 

not counted as part of your taxa-

ble income, it is tax-free. Consult 

your financial advisor for individu-

al advice on this opportunity. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries have 
done a great job with their LHM 
Learn. They have individual, self
-paced learning online courses 
that are designed to equip you 
to reach out with the love and 
Good news of Jesus Christ in 
your everyday lives. 

https://www.lhm.org/learn/ 

These online courses and webi-
nars cover five faith-
strengthening categories and 
use an array of multimedia ele-
ments to help you gain a hear-
ing for the Gospel message. 

 Christian Foundations 

 Basics of Christianity from 
Biblical, theological, and his-

torical perspectives 

 Cultural Concepts 

 Understand the different de-
mographics, cultures, and 
religions in our world today 

 Everyday Insights 

 Thoughts about the good and 
bad that life throws your way 

 Outreach Essentials 

 Personal evangelism and tools 
to reach others with the Gos-
pel 

 Spiritual Reflections 

 Devotional thoughts meant to 
strengthen and encourage 

These courses provide the ben-
efits of : 

Individual, self-paced learning 

Time for self-reflection and 
journaling 

Optional small group discussion 
guides for home and congrega-
tional use 

Easy access on any digital de-
vice – computer, tablet, or 
smart phone 

A variety of learning methods 
designed for the adult learner 

So take some time and look at 
all the tools that are available to 
you as you look for opportuni-
ties to share God’s love. 

LHM Learn by Lynda Minger 

Make the Difference-Church 

Extension Fund (CEF) encour-

ages everyone to get personally 

involved in reaching out to the 

unchurched around many com-

munities in the Michigan Dis-

trict.  As investors in CEF, at-

tractive interest rates are paid 

on investments while these 

dollars are loaned to Michigan 

District churches and schools at 

reasonable rates.   

Call 800 242 3944 or visit 

www.mi-cef.org for infor-

mation. 

. 

Make the Difference  by Paul Wills, Vice President – Marketing  

https://www.lhm.org/learn/
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

(7th and 8th graders and those in 

Confirmation instruction)  

We are going Angel Tree 

Shopping on Saturday, Decem-

ber 2. We will meet at church

(St. Paul) at 10:00 am on Satur-

day morning and return by 3:00 

pm. Angel Tree gift giving pro-

vides gifts for the children of 

someone who is in prison. The 

gifts are given in the name of 

that parent. Bring money for a 

“fast food” lunch, a donation 

for Angel Tree shopping, and 

money for your Christmas gift 

giving if you choose to do that 

after our required shopping has 

been completed. 

Also in December we will be 

assisting in Christmas gifting to 

our community. We will sort 

foods on Tuesday, December 

12, starting at 6:30 pm and 

assist with delivery on Satur-

day, December 16, from 9:00 – 

11:00 am. All these December 

activities will help you accumu-

late “Service Hours.” 

LAC 

We will go sledding, December 

17. right after the 11 o’clock 

church service we will have 

lunch “hit the slopes” weather 

permitting. Our Alternate ac-

tivity for December will be 

bowling. If bowling is the De-

cember activity, bring $12 to 

cover lunch, shoe rental and 2 

games of bowling. And if the 

weather does permit we will 

do sledding in January.  

Senior High 

CONFIRMATION  

STUDENTS AND PARENTS! 

Confirmation Retreat,  Friday, 

January 12-14! What to bring 

list will be available mid-

December. Cost is $85. 

. 

Reminder 

Camp Arcadia 2017 
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Sunday  

 7:30am Fresh Brew Bible Study 

 8:30am Divine Service  

 9:45am Education Hour  

11:00am Divine Service & Kids’ Connection 

  5:00pm Tough Issues  

Monday 

 9:00am  Quilters 

11:00am  Women’s Bible Study 

Tuesday 

 9:00am   Old Timers 

 1:30pm  Knitting Group  

7:00pm  Boy Scouts 

Thursday 

11:00am   Knitting Group 

 6:30pm   Small Group Bible Study 

Saturday 

 8:30am   Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00am   Altar Preparation 

10:30am    AA/Alanon 

11:00am   Knitting (downstairs) 

 

Weekly Schedule 

  

St. Paul’s Special Events and 

Scripture Readings 

 

 

 

 December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Isaiah 7:10—8:8, 1 

Peter 3:1-22  
2 Isaiah 8:--9:7 ,1 

Peter 4:1-19  
9am Decorating 
10am Angel tree 

3 Isaiah 9:8—10:11, 1 

Peter 5:1-14  
12pm AbC setup 
4pm Advent By 
Candlelight 

4 Isaiah 10:12-27a, 33-

34, 2 Peter 1:1-21  
5 Isaiah 11:1---12:6, 2 

Peter2:1-22 
5:30pm Kens. 
Woods Dress Re-
hearsal 

6 Isaiah 14:1-23, 2 

Peter 3:1-18 
6pm Simple Supper  
7pm Advent Vesper 

7 Isaiah 24:1-13, 1 

John 1:--2:14  
9am Hymn Selection 
6pm Kens. Woods  
Concert 

8 Isaiah 24:14—25:12, 

1 John 2:15-29  
9 Isaiah 26:1-19,1 

John 3:1-24  
9am Budget Work-
shop 
9:45a SS Christmas 

10  Isaiah 26:20—

27:13, 1 John 4:1-21 

2pm IMAC Caroling 
6:30p Band Practice 

11 Isaiah 28:14-29, 1 

John 5:1-21  
12 Isaiah 29:1-14, 

Jude 1-25  
6:30p Sorting food & 
gifts for baskets 

13 Isaiah 29:15—

30:14, Revelation 1:1-
12  
6pm Simple Supper  
7pm Advent Vesper 

14 Isaiah 30:15-26, 

Revelation 2:1-29 

  

15 Isaiah 30:27—

31:9, Revelation 3:1-2 

6:30p Basket and gift 
prep  

16 Isaiah 32:1-20, 

Revelation 4:1-11  
9a Basket Delivery 

17 Isaiah 33:1-24, 

Revelation 5:1-14  
11a Christmas Pro-
gram 

18 Isaiah 34:1-2, 8—

35:10, Revelation 6:1-
17  

19 Isaiah 40:1-17, 

Revelation 7:1-17  
20 Isaiah 40:18—

41:10, Revelation 8:1-
13  
6pm Simple Supper  
7pm Advent Vesper 

21 December 21 
Isaiah, 42:1-25 Revela-
tion 9:1-12  

22 Isaiah 43:1-24 
Revelation 9:13--10:11  

23 Isaiah 43:25—
44:20, Revelation 11:1-
19  

24 Isaiah 44:21—
45:13,20-25, Revela-
tion 12:1-17  
10a 4 Sun. in advent 
worship 
Christmas eve wor-
ship 
4p, 7pm 10p 

25 Isaiah 49:1-18, 

Matthew 1:1-17  
10a Christmas Day 
Celebration 

26 Isaiah 49:22-26; 
50:4-51:8, 12-16, 
Matthew 1:18-25  

27 Isaiah 51:17—

52:12, Matthew 2:1-12  
28 Isaiah 52:13—
54:10, Matthew 2:13-
23  

29 Isaiah 55:1-13, 

Luke 1:1-25  
30 Isaiah 58:1—
59:3,14-21, Luke 1:26-
38  
3:30p Norris Wed-
ding Rehearsal 

31 Isaiah 60:1-22, 

Luke 1:39-56 

Worship at 8:30am 
and 11am 
4:30p Norris Wed-
ding   
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Worship Times 

Sunday 

8:30 am Traditional Divine  

Service 

9:45 am Christian Education 

Hour for all ages 

10:45 am Fellowship Time 

11:00 am Blended Divine Service 

11:00 am Kids Connection for 

preschool-2nd grade after the 

Children’s Message 

 

Monday (During the Summer) 

7:00 pm Traditional Divine  

Service 
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«City», «State»  «Postal Code» 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
 “From Heaven Above” 

 
Please join us for this year’s Christmas Program on 
Sunday, December 17 at 11:00 am.  Children will tell 
about Jesus’ birth with joyful hearts, songs, and 
readings. See you there!  Special music, choral en-
sembles, and an instrumental ensemble will highlight 
the many gifts of the children and youth of St. Paul. 
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