
Connecting People to Jesus 

Good News 

Purpose - Connecting peo-

ple through opportunities 

to serve our neighbor 

Our purpose is shaped by the 

Day of the Lord that is drawing 

near when judgment will come 

and the dead will be raised. 

Those who believe in Jesus 

Christ will be raised to eternal 

life and those who do not be-

lieve in Jesus Christ as the Lord 

will be damned to hell for eter-

nity. I trust that God desires all 

people to be saved. Amazingly, 

God wants to use us to share 

this Good News. We witness in 

our words and deeds to the 

world that we have confidence 

in the promise of God to deliver 

us to salvation through Jesus 

Christ. The section in Hebrews 

from which I have been quoting,  

finishes with the line, “and all the 

more as you see the Day drawing 

near” (Hebrews 10:25b). The 

decision of what you are going 

to do with your life is a big 

question. Living on purpose is a 

lot less stressful when we trust 

that God loves and cares for us. 

We are free from the burden of 

having to prove ourselves, and 

we are completely free to serve 

others. I love that God promis-

es to use us as His instruments 

to share His love in this world.   

Identity, community, and pur-

pose are common reasons why 

people stay passionate and par-

ticipate in organizations. I be-

lieve that a Christian congrega-

tion should be equipped to an-

swer these three motivations. I 

want you to think with me 

about how successful our con-

gregation does supporting in 

people and in families their iden-

tity, community, and purpose.  

The 10th chapter of Hebrews 

does a good job helping me 

understand how the church can 

answer our personal desires for 

identity, community, and pur-

pose. 

 

Identity - Connecting peo-

ple to Jesus 

Our identity is shaped by our 

Baptism. The writer of Hebrews 

wrote, “Let us draw near with a 

true heart in full assurance of faith, 

with our hearts sprinkled clean 

from an evil conscience and our 

bodies washed with pure wa-

ter” (Hebrews 10:22).  

We are baptized children of 

God who are loved and re-

deemed by Jesus Christ. The 

accusations of our wrongs and 

the judgments of our sins are no 

longer held against us, because 

our shame has been washed 

away in the water of Baptism. 

We do not get our consciences 

clean through our own redeem-

ing acts. Jesus is our identity. As 

much as I rely on Jesus for my 

identity as a child of God, I de-

sire daily for God to give me the 

vision to see others as those for 

whom Christ died and rose 

again. Who are you? You are not 

defined by your sins or shame. 

You are a child of God loved by 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Community - Connecting 

people to each other 

Our community is shaped by 

holding in common that we are 

all sinners deserving of judgment, 

brought together by the awe-

some good news that Jesus 

Christ saves us through His life, 

death, and resurrection. Jesus 

has brought us into the family of 

God. The writer of Hebrews 

continues by writing, “Let us hold 

fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for He who 

promised is faithful. And let us 

consider how to stir up one another 

to love and good works, not ne-

glecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one 

another” (Hebrews 10:23-25a). 

The good news of Jesus Christ 

brings together people. The love 

of Jesus Christ unites us into 

community and keeps us caring 

for each other. We hold each 

other accountable by encourag-

ing us to love another and do 

good works. When we live to-

gether connected to Jesus, we 

do not neglect the needs of each 

other. We are the family of God. 

It’s All About Connections by Pastor Gaertner 

August 2017 Good News 

Please pray: 

 that God will guide those in 

our congregation who may 

not realize they have a gift 

of teaching to expand them-

selves into this exciting 

opportunity. 

 for the parents of college 

students, especially those 

who have an empty nest for 

the first time, that they 

would find joy and content-

ment in the midst of life’s 

changes. 

 for recent college gradu-

ates, that they would find 

gainful employment as well 

as a church home where 

they can learn about God’s 

holy Word in all of its truth 

and purity. 
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We are more than animals 

despite the assertions of many 

contemporary thinkers. Yes, 

we have blood and bones and 

brains as animals do for we 

were made by the same hand. 

We seek food and shelter, and 

we seek to procreate as ani-

mals do. We inherit genes, 

have memories of the past, and 

loyalties to our kin and to oth-

er members of our tribe as 

animals do. But, we have two 

abilities that distinguish us from 

other creatures. We know that 

we are going to die, and we can 

reason to imagine the future. 

These abilities create anxieties 

but also force us to plan ahead, 

sometimes sacrificing the pre-

sent to build for the future. 

It is said that a dog is loyal to 

his master and a cat to his 

home. We had a cat who, for 

seventeen years, never strayed 

from our own or our neigh-

bor's yard. A trip to the vet 

required a cage, and she strug-

gled until she became ill. She 

lived only in the present, and 

her environment gave her all 

that she needed, and she want-

ed nothing more.  

The Bible has different mean-

ings to different people, but it 

is certainly a record of the 

thoughts and actions of actual 

people who lived not hundreds, 

but thousands of years ago. 

Although their environment 

and culture differed from our 

own, their thoughts, actions 

and emotions are remarkably 

similar to ours today. In the 

time that they lived, they strug-

gled and fought for land to feed 

and shelter their family and 

their tribe. They sought domi-

nance over their enemies, and 

looked with love to past and 

present generations of their 

kinsmen. They nurtured their 

children and taught them the 

ways of their world. 

In each generation, there were 

those who did more than re-

member the past and cope with 

the present. They were in-

spired to examine the past and 

the chain of cause and effect, 

and they came to realize that 

man was an exception, having 

capabilities beyond those of 

other creatures; that a creative 

force had made the world and 

set man into it; that, though 

every man would die, this force 

had established a future for 

mankind that could be fore-

seen; that this force was leading 

mankind to a destination. They 

were exceptions to other men, 

because God had allowed them 

a vision of the future. We re-

vere these men as prophets. 

They wrote down their vision 

for our guidance as we face the 

future. 

The voices of the prophets 

described our place in the pat-

tern of existence from past to 

present to future but created 

some new anxieties. How 

could mere mortals live our 

everyday livesand conform to such 

a pattern, created by such a God 

with infinite power to shape our 

past and our future? How can we, 

with our brief lifespan and limited 

abilities, serve such an almighty and 

all-knowing King? Our thoughts 

and actions, driven by fear of judg-

ment, are sure to fall short of His 

grand design. 

Mindful of our anxieties and com-

passionate toward His creation, 

God sent Jesus Christ to us with a 

simple message of reassurance to 

love God with all our heart and 

soul and mind and strength, and to 

love our neighbor as ourselves and 

we can be at peace with the future 

that God has ordained. There was 

a further message. "I go to prepare 

a place for you, so that where I am, 

you will be also" (John 14:3). In addi-

tion, if you fail to follow the pat-

tern of life that God has estab-

lished, He is willing to forgive you 

and continue to love you. All that 

is needed is a sincere desire to 

follow Him.  

By showing His willingness to live 

as the humblest of us and subject 

Himself to man's limitations, even 

an unjust death, Jesus expressed 

the love of God for us, and lifted 

us up to an appreciation of the 

glorious future that awaits us if we 

follow Him. Now we can live with 

the pressures of today and look 

forward to the future. We can 

foresee an existence like our glori-

ous past, when we lived in a beau-

tiful garden, in companionship with 

our Creator God.  

“. . . their 

thoughts, actions 

and emotions are 

remarkably 

similar to ours, 

today. ” 

More than Animals by Tim Hurst 

for the latest information on 

investment interest rates at  

800-242-3944 or visit www.mi-

cef.org. 

Church Extension Fund invest-

ments earn more than a com-

petitive interest rate; they make 

funds available for loans and 

services to churches, schools 

and church workers, all with 

the divine purpose of furthering 

the Lord’s work. Contact CEF 

Investments Help Share the Gospel by Paul Wills Vice President – Marketing  
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For example, meet: 

the skeptic who realized that 

this solution to a problem was 

not only wrong, but destruc-

tive. Read how a miraculous 

solution to a vexing problem 

brought him to faith; 

a psychiatrist who saw her 

career and personal life trans-

formed by the intersection of 

faith and knowledge; 

scientists who gaze at the 

heavens, and peer at micro-

scopic creatures to better 

understand the world in which 

we live. 

40-Day Journey by Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer 

40-Day Journey with Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer introduces Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, a well- known and 

courageous German theologian 

and Lutheran pastor, who dur-

ing the Nazi period was impris-

oned and killed and whose writ-

ings have inspired and influenced 

Christians around the world. 

On the Seventh Day by John 

F. Aston 

For all their intellectual gifts, 

those with PhDs are hungry for 

the same thing the rest of the 

population seeks; peace and 

spiritual fulfillment. Some hide 

behind a cool, clinical exterior, 

yet grapple with internal inse-

curities, fears, and disappoint-

ments. 

The scientific mind is eager to 

find truth; indeed, the very 

pursuit energizes scientists 

from a plethora of disciplines 

and backgrounds. This book 

was compiled for them. It con-

tains not only "scientific" inquir-

ies into the miraculous, but 

personal and poignant travels 

on the road to serenity. 

Over 40 PhDs in this book 

explore the linkage between 

science and faith, and what that 

means not only to individuals, 

but to the entire planet, as well.  

“Thanks be to 

God, who gives us 

he victory 

through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

I Corinthians 

15:57 

  

Librarian Recommendation by Jean Schneider 

but felt called by God to pursue 

homeschooling.  It was my biggest 

challenge so far in my life but 

also the most rewarding.   

I also love to travel and serve oin 

the  Mission field.  I will be lead-

ing a team to Juarez, Mexico in 

just a few weeks. 

St. Paul has a new Treasurer, 

Kelly Bone.  Kelly made St. Paul 

her church home last year.  

Here is what she tells us about 

herself: 

I have been volunteering for MOST 

Ministries over the past 5 years.  I 

also serve at St. Paul once a month 

in the nursery and am on the 

board for the Ann Arbor Zone of 

the LWML. 

Scott and I have been married for 

26 years.  We have 2 children in 

college.  Kaleigh is 22 and a sen-

ior at Spring Arbor University 

studying International Business. 

Garrett is 19 and a sophomore at 

Wheaton College studying Piano 

Performance. 

I am also the Business Manager 

and Development Officer for 

Mission Opportunities Short Term 

(MOST Ministries).   

I home schooled both kids from 

kindergarten through high 

school.  I never planned for this 

St. Paul’s New Treasurer by Lynda Minger 

AND DON’T FORGET you 

have another chance to see the 

new Martin Luther Movie at 

the Michigan Theater in Ann 

Arbor. 

Sponsored by Thrivent, tickets 

are free and they will provide  

popcorn and drinks Friday, 

 

S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r 1 5 ,  2 0 1 7 

E a s t  L a n s i n g ,  M I 

M i c h i g a n D i s t r i c t - w i d e 

R e f o r m a t i o n W o r s h i p 

S e r v i c e 

Breslin Center at Michigan 

State University 

 

2:00 p.m. Concourse Displays 

 Open 

4:00 p.m. Pre-Service Concert 

5:00 p.m. Celebration Worship 

Celebrate Reformation 500 by Lynda Minger 
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Rally Day, also known as Edu-

cation Sunday, is the launch of a 

new school year exploring 

God’s Word. It is the launch of 

the start of all opportunities for 

growth! Exploring God’s Word 

is for all ages, from birth 

through death. A baby learns 

the rhythm of the service by 

sitting on mom’s or dad’s lap. A 
young child learns the Bible 

stories through repetition at 

VBS, Sunday School, church, 

and a children’s Bible. Older 

children and youth take those 

foundational stories and experi-

ences and begin to question, 

challenge, engage, and experi-

ence the presence of God in 

new and exciting ways. Young 

adults, parents, single adults, 

middle aged adults, older adults 

… each stage allows an oppor-
tunity to look at those Biblie 

stories through fresh eyes and 

new experiences. Even those 

stories we thought we knew 

inside and out reveal new in-

sight through different life 

events. 

All ages are welcome to join us 

as we launch the start of anoth-

er year of all opportunities for 

growth on Sunday, September 

17! Come and see what we’re 

up to at St. Paul this year! 

Rally Day – September 17  

Children’s 

Ministry 
 

by Miriam Yakimow 

Video. Regular classes will 

begin after Rally Day, Septem-

ber 17.  

 A teacher training will be held 

and resources distributed. 

Watch for details on the train-

ing event. 

We have a great year planned 

for Sunday School but few 

teachers. We need you! If you 

like kids, can read a lesson plan 

with minimal lesson planning, 

and desire to see all ages grow-

ing in faith through our Educa-

tion Hour, consider joining our 

team. We would like to find a 

preschool assistant, and a few 

other teachers. We will start 

the year with the materials 

used in the past, but will switch 

to a VBS type of Sunday School 

where students explore work-

shops to dive deep into the 

Bible story.  Options include: 

Art, Bible Skills and Games, 

Computer Lab, Cooking, Crea-

tive Drama, Music, Science, and 

Am I Really Needed? 

All students (preschool-college) 

are invited to bring school  

backpacks to worship on Sun-

day, September 10, for our spe-

cial blessing of the school year. 

Parents and students will be 

asked to participate in a special 

blessing. 

Blessing of the Backpacks Milestone 

 

pre-registration is required – 

don’t miss out!  
GIVE YOUR SPOUSE THE 

GIFT OF “YOU” when you 

attend the next Lutheran Mar-

riage Encounter Weekend, Sep-

tember 29 - October 1, 2017, at 

the Quality Inn in Battle Creek, 

MI. Apply now at God-

LovesMarriage.org or contact 

Albert & Sally Chan at Sallyal-

me@yahoo.com or  

517-540-0781 for more infor-

mation. Weekends fill fast and 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend 
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Successful Camp Restore: Detroit by Mike Hausch 

Students from St. Paul part-

nered with Camp Restore De-

troit, hosted by the people of 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 

Church on Detroit’s east side.  

We had 8 students and 2 adults 

participate in this partnership. 

We did some service work for 

Second Mile Ministries and we 

cleaned up a homeowner’s 

backyard, and then we installed 

a privacy fence so children 

could play safely and stray ani-

mals would stay out. Money to 

purchase materials for the fence 

was provided by an Action 

Team Grant from Thrivent 

Financial. In addition we partici-

pated in a community BBQ that 

was hosted by Mount Calvary 

on Saturday afternoon.  

FALL FESTIVAL by Becky Gusoff 

We will have fun activities for 

the kiddos (and some adults) 

such as a rock wall, bounce 

house, and inflatable obstacle 

course, carnival games and 

crafts for the little ones, as well 

as Bingo, corn-hole, and ladder 

ball for all ages. 

 Volunteers will prepare a fall-

themed meal of chili and other 

fixings and sides to fill your 

tummy and Christian music 

over the speakers as well as 

from our great VBS band. And 

don’t forget you can enter to 

win a raffle basket or door 

prize! 

We can’t make this event great 

without all the volunteers who 

are so generous with their time 

and talents. If you would like to 

help out in some way, you can 

check out http://tinyurl.com/

stpaulfall2017 to sign up for a 

shift of your choosing. Or con-

tact Becky Gusoff via cell/text 

734-673-0546 or 

beckygusoff@hotmail.com. If 

you don’t have the time but 

still want to help, you can sign 

up to donate a door prize or 

make something for the dessert 

table and drop it off ahead of 

time.  

Flyers and postcards will be in 

the narthex for you to give to 

your friends, family, and neigh-

bors. Or share the Facebook 

event that can be found on the 

St. Paul Facebook page.  

 

Hope to see you all there! 

 

Summer is winding down, and 

fall is just around the corner. I 

personally love fun summer 

days at the beach, on the boat, 

or in the back yard that are full 

of laughter, sunshine, and BBQ 

food. But I also look forward to 

the crisp fall air, the beautiful 

fall colors, the sound of crunch-

ing fall leaves, and off course 

the smells and tasty food that 

comes along with fall like chili 

and cider and cider mill donuts! 

As your summer comes to a 

close, we hope you will plan on 

joining St. Paul Hamburg’s An-

nual Fall Fest on Sunday, Sep-

tember 17th following the 

11am service at 12 noon. This 

is an opportunity to enjoy fel-

lowship with your church family 

as well as to share the welcom-

ing love Jesus has to offer with 

the local community.   

http://tinyurl.com/stpaulfall2017
http://tinyurl.com/stpaulfall2017
mailto:beckygusoff@hotmail.com
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch Don’t miss the LAC Planning 

event! Living Active Christians 

is a youth ministry group for 

students in 7th and 8th grade 

and those involved in Confir-

mation instruction. On Sunday, 

September 10, from 12:15 – 

2:00 pm we will host an in-

house planning retreat for 

these students and their par-

ents. The goal of this retreat is 

to plan activities throughout 

the school year. The planning 

will include community building 

activities as well as service 

projects. Place this on your 

schedule and join us for an 

exciting time of looking ahead. 

Lunch will be provided. Sign up 

sheets for parents and students 

are on the clipboards in the 

small fellowship hall.  

LAC 

High School students, we will 

have a planning event on Sun-

day, September 17, at 5:00 pm. 

The purpose of this planning 

time will be to create a calen-

dar of monthly activities 

through the next 12 months. 

Planned activities will include 

recreational and service events. 

We will also briefly share a 

small amount of information 

regarding the national Lutheran 

youth gathering that will take 

place in July of 2019. 

High School 

Youth Bible study on Sunday 

morning “Under Construction” 

is meeting from 9:45 – 10:45 

and has begun a new topic, “Big 

Questions: Biblical Answers.” 

The format is a brief video 

followed by discussion and 

Bible study. Topics include 

‘What is the purpose of life?’ 

‘Where do the different races 

come from?’ 

Youth Bible Study 

‘Tough Issues’ for High School 

Students (9th through 12th 

grade) meets on Sundays. The 

schedule for September is: 

September 10 at  5 pm:  

Tough Issues 

September 17 at 5 pm:  Plan-

ning Event 

September 24 at 12:30 pm: 

Tough Issues (This is an experi-

mental change in time.) 

Tough Issues 

Tough Issues and the Planning 

Event will include some food, a 

game or two and a biblical 

discussion  topic .  

On August first, Lutheran 

Hour Ministries (LHM) 

launched their online courses 

and webinars to help you 

reach out with the love and 

Good News of Jesus Christ in 

your everyday lives. To check 

out these free outreach re-

sources, visit lhm.org/learn.   

Below are their newly availa-

ble courses, upcoming courses, 

and webinars!   

 

 

Sharing the Good News 

This course explores the ways 

in which people gain a hearing 

for the Gospel. When we hear 

or see what God has done in 

our lives, we want to share that 

with our family, our friends, our 

neighbors—it cannot be con-

tained. These are some ac-

counts of people sharing the 

Good News with others and 

how lives are changed forever. 

At the end of this course, you 

will have completed six days of 

LHM Offers FREE Online Courses and Webinars!  

spiritual reflection on sharing 

the  Good News.  

Coming Soon:  What is the 

Gospel? 

A new outreach essentials 

course is in the works. It will 

equip you to recognize the full 

meaning of the Gospel and its 

impact on your daily and eter-

nal life.  Keep checking lhm.org/

learn for more information to 

come.  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/zzzrcl/rl75uw/j7a9dsm
https://t.e2ma.net/click/zzzrcl/rl75uw/j7a9dsm
https://t.e2ma.net/click/zzzrcl/rl75uw/j7a9dsm
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Sunday  

 7:30 a.m. Fresh Brew Bible Study 

 8:30 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:45 a.m. Education Hour  

11:00 a.m.  Divine Service & Kids’ Connection 

 5:00 p.m.  Tough Issues 

  6:30 p.m. Confirmation  

 

Monday 

 9:00 a.m.  Quilters 

11:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 

 

 

Tuesday 

 9:00 a.m.   Old Timers 

 1:30 p.m.  Knitting group  

7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts 

 

Thursday 

11:00 a.m.   Knitting group 

 7:00 p.m.   Small Group Bible Study 

  

Saturday 

 8:30 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00 a.m.   Altar Preparation 

10:30 a.m.    AA/Alanon 

St. Paul’s Special Events and 

Scripture Readings 

Weekly Schedule 

  

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 1 Kings 18:1-19, 

Ephesians 1:1-23  
 

2 1 Kings 18:20-40, 

Ephesians 2:1-22  

3 1 Kings 18:20- 
40, Ephesians 2:1-22  
 
No tough Issues 
No Confirmation 

4 2 Kings 2:1-18 , 

Ephesians 4:1-24  
5 2 Kings 2:19-25;4:1-

7, Ephesians 4:25--5:14  
6 2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-

37, Ephesians 5:15-23  
7 2 Kings 4:38-5:8,    

Ephesians 6:1-24  
9am Hymn Selec-
tion 

8 2 Kings 5:9-27, 

Philippians 1:1-20  
9 2 Kings 6:1-23, Philip-

pians 1:21--2:11 

10 2 Kings 9:1-13; 

10:18-29, Philippians 
2:12-30 

12pm Lac plan-
ning retreat 

11 2 Chronicles 29:1

-24, Philippians 3:1-21  
12 2 Chronicles 31:1-

21, Philippians 4:1-23 

7pm  Council  

132  Chronicles 32:1-

22, Colossians 1:1-23  
14  2 Chronicles 

33:1-25, Colossians 
1:24--2:7  

15 2 Chronicles 34:1-

4, 8-11, 14-33,  Colos-
sians 2:8-23 

16 2 Chronicles 35:1-7, 

16-25,  Colossians 3:1-25 

17 2 Chronicles 36:1-

23, Colossians 4:1-18 

9:45am Rally Day 
12pm Fall Festival 
5pm Tough Issues 
planning  

18  Nehemiah 1:1-

2:10, 1 Timothy 1:1-20  
19 Nehemiah 2:11-

20; 4:1-6,  1 Timothy 
2:1-15  
1pm Blood drive 
Newsletter arti-
cles due 

20 Nehemiah 4:7-23, 

1 Timothy 3:1-16 
 

21 Nehemiah 5:1-

16; 6:1-9, 15-16, 1 
Timothy 4:1-16  

22 Nehemiah 7:1-4; 

8:1-18, 1 Timothy 5:1-
16 

23 Nehemiah 9:1-21, 1 

Timothy 5:17--6:2 

24 Nehemiah 9:22-

38, 1 Timothy 6:3-21 

11am Orlowski 
Baptism  
12:00pm Tough 
Issues 

25 Malachi 1:1-14, 

Matthew 3:1-17  
26 Malachi 2:1-3:5, 

Matthew 4:1-11  
27 Malachi 3:6-4:6, 

Matthew 4:12-25  
28 Deuteronomy 

1:1-18, Matthew 5:1-
20 

29Deuteronomy 1:19

-36, Matthew 5:21-48  
7pm FFPN Leader-
ship  

30 Deuteronomy 1:37-

2:15,   Matthew 6:1-15  

September 2017 

8 & 11am 

Back Blessing 

Evan Gaertner


Evan Gaertner
12:30pm

Evan Gaertner
FFPN 
Workshop�

Evan Gaertner
No Fresh Brew

Evan Gaertner
Labor Day

Evan Gaertner
Blessing of Backpacks
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Worship Times 

Sunday 

8:30 am Traditional Divine  

Service 

9:45 am Christian Education 

Hour for all ages 

10:45 am Fellowship Time 

11:00 am Blended Divine Service 

11:00 am Kids Connection for 

preschool-2nd grade after the 

Children’s Message 

 

Monday (During the Summer) 

7:00 pm Traditional Divine  

Service 

  

St. Paul Hamburg Fall Fest 
7701 E Mi State Road 36 Whitmore Lake, MI 48189 

810-231-1033 Stpaulhamburg.com 

 
Sunday September 17th 

12noon –4pm  

Free Lunch 
chili, hotdogs, walking tacos, baked goods,  

cold pop, water, and warm cider  

 

Free Activities for All Ages 
Kids will enjoy: 

Bounce Houses | Obstacle Course | Climbing Wall | Carnival Games 

Adults will enjoy: 
Euchre Tables | Outdoor Yahtzee | Cornhole | BINGO | Ladderball 

 
Door Prizes | Kids Door Prizes | Raffle Baskets  

VBS Band 

 

Hand outs are  

available 
 in the narthex  

for sharing 

with friends, 

family, and  

acquaintances 

«Addressee» 

«Street (Permanent Address)» 
«City (Permanent Address)», «State (Permanent 

Address)»  «Zip (Permanent Address)» 

Evan Gaertner



