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Good News 

other hymn that reminds me of 

different moments in my work 

as a pastor. If I had to highlight 

one, the hymn “What Is This 

Bread” invites us to receive the 

wondrous love of Jesus Christ 

in Holy Communion. I think this 

hymn is a wonderful study of 

the mystery of God’s love that 

Jesus reveals for us in this meal 

of bread and wine, body and 

blood. 

The Christian Life 

The fourth section of hymns 

highlights the personal life of a 

Christian with hymns about 

trust, hope, prayer, stewardship, 

mission and witness, and mar-

riage. I enjoy singing “Listen, 

God is Calling.” I like that this 

hymn has a call and response 

pattern that gives the song a 

pattern of participation instead 

of just observation. The leader 

starts with the word, “Listen.” 

The people answer, “Listen, 

God is calling.” The leader and 

the people encourage one an-

other to hear God’s offer of 

forgiveness, comfort, and joy. 

Times and Seasons 

The fifth section highlights 

hymns that support morning, 

evening, harvest time, and the 

New Year, which are all oppor-

tunities for us to sing in thanks-

giving to God. I remember fond-

ly singing to our children, as a 

lullaby, the hymn, “Abide with 

Me.” I also sing this hymn at the 

bedside of a person approaching 

 

The hymns and songs of the 

church help me understand the 

timeline of the year. When I flip 

through the pages of the Luther-

an Service Book, I notice the 

different sections of hymns. The 

hymnal is not organized in a 

progression of hymns from 

favorites towards clunkers. 

Organizing a hymnal from favor-

ites towards disappointments 

would require a flexible binding 

because of the variety of opin-

ions of favorites. The hymns of 

the church support both the life 

of the congregation moving 

though the church year and the 

life of our members as we move 

through our lives. Each year the 

church moves through the birth 

of Christ to the End Times. As 

followers of Jesus, we also move 

from our baptisms, through 

difficult times and celebrations, 

and conclude with the joy of the 

resurrection into the kingdom 

of God. 

The Church Year 

The first section organizes the 

hymns by the movement of the 

church year from Advent 

through the End 

Times. This section 

also includes the 

hymns for the feasts 

and festivals that will 

occur throughout the 

church year. My fa-

vorite hymn in this 

section is “Christ Has 

Arisen, Alleluia.” I 

love how this hymn echoes in 

our home every Easter with its 

powerful refrain, “Let us sing 

praise to Him with endless joy.” 

The tune from this hymn is from 

Tanzania and the rhythm gives 

me the encouragement that this 

Good News is for all the nations. 

Person and Work of Christ 

The second section of hymns 

praises God for the person and 

work of Jesus Christ. These 

hymns give the Church the op-

portunity to put to melody praise 

and thanksgiving for our redemp-

tion and justification. In this sec-

tion I enjoy singing “By Grace I’m 

Saved.” This hymn begins every 

verse with the words “By grace,” 

and each verse celebrates the 

different ways God’s grace chang-

es our lives. 

The Christian Church 

The third section of hymns gives 

voice to the activities of the 

Christian Church. In this section I 

find hymns that celebrate the 

Word of God and the Sacra-

ments. I find it difficult to high-

light just one hymn in this sec-

tion. Each page takes me to an-
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Please pray: 

 with thanksgiving for the gift 

of faith we received at 

Baptism. Ask the Lord to 

continue to strengthen that 

faith — and the budding 

faith of our children — until 

we depart this life and are 

united with the Lord in 

heaven. 

 for Operation Barnabas, 

which seeks to assist veter-

ans and military families 

during and after deploy-

ment. 

 for thanksgiving for all at St. 

Paul who helped set up for 

Easter, helped with set up 

and clean up, and help with 

care baskets for those in 

need. 
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Our church yard sale, in one 

sense, is a melancholy affair. 

There, on tables filling the hall, 

lie heaps of cast-offs from peo-

ple's lives, objects which have 

become useless, seem to have 

no purpose, are ready for the 

scrap pile. Yet there is hope, 

because there are customers, 

people who have needs, and 

each item has the potential to 

satisfy some need in the life of 

some particular person. There 

they lie, helpless and inert, 

waiting for an eye to see, a 

hand to grasp, and a voice to 

say "This is what I need!". 

Both the old children's story 

“Pinocchio” and the movie 

“Toy Story” deal with inani-

mate objects that come to life. 

Pinocchio, a wooden puppet 

fashioned by the hand of lonely 

Geppetto, tries to become a 

little boy, but only to satisfy his 

own desire for pleasure and 

amusement. Instead, he is con-

stantly deceived, and eventually 

becomes a donkey who is 

overworked and abused by his 

cruel master. Finally, after many 

disappointments and failed 

efforts, he is rescued and reu-

nited with old Geppetto, who 

gives him the love he needed, 

but was too foolish to appreci-

ate. 

In “Toy Story,” however, the 

toys seek the love and compan-

ionship of their humans, but 

with many perilous adventures 

on their journey. In spite of 

obstacles, they press on, be-

cause their one objective is to 

be reunited with the children 

who love them and need them. 

The two stories are 

different, but they 

have a common 

theme. Joy is to be 

found, and the pur-

pose of our life is 

fulfilled, when we 

become a part of 

the grand design of 

our Creator. 

The Bible tells us 

stories about many different 

people in different situations. 

The lesson of these stories can 

be summarized in the admoni-

tion "You shall love the Lord, 

your God, with all your heart 

and soul and might, and love 

your neighbor as yourself." 

These are the two purposes 

for which we were created, 

and the other goals of our lives 

must be subordinate. Jesus told 

His disciples that greatness lies 

in being the servant of your 

fellow man. If we sincerely seek 

to serve, then recognition and 

leadership come as a by-

product. When we devote our 

lives to pleasing and amusing 

ourselves, we may find a tem-

porary reward, but our basic 

nature will not allow us to be 

satisfied with a purposeless 

existence. 

There is a difference between 

people who seek only to es-

cape from the evils of life and 

those who actively search for a 

righteous path. There is a dif-

ference between people who 

are content to sit and wait until 

life happens to them, and those 

who mobilize their will to seek 

opportunities to be useful to 

the lives of others. 

In the western mountains of our 

country there is a species of pine 

which, like others, sheds its seeds 

every year to propagate new pine 

trees. But for this tree, the seeds 

lie inside their hard cones and do 

nothing, until a fire comes and 

bursts the shell. Then the seeds 

sprout in the burned-out detritus 

of the forest floor, and repopulate 

the area with green living trees. 

Are we satisfied to lie dormant 

inside the hard shells of our daily 

habits and tasks until fire comes to 

destroy our complacent ways? Or 

do we use our God-given will to 

break out of routine and seek out 

opportunities to serve other peo-

ple in a God-pleasing way? 

All of us were made with the po-

tential ability to serve others in 

ways that are lesser or greater, 

directly or indirectly, sooner or 

later. We are part of the goods in 

the world's great marketplace. 

With prayer and perseverance, we 

can find the hands that need what 

we alone can give, and thus unlock 

our unrealized potential in the 

world that God has created. 

“You shall love 

the Lord...with all 

your heart ...and 

love your 

neighbor... ” 

Second Chances by Tim Hurst 
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Confirmation is such an excit-

ing time in the church. This is 

the day where our children 

become young members of our 

church, knowing the whys and 

hows of our church life and our 

life in Christ. But do they real-

ly? Confirmation is not a gradu-

ation; it is something much 

more special than that. It is 

confirming that we are one in 

Christ, all brothers and sisters, 

and part of something greater 

that the outside world tries to 

tear apart.  

Confirmands aren’t confirmed 

in order for them to just walk 

away and stop participating, 

rather it is a gathering into the 

fold of Christ, for worship, 

strength, support and contin-

ued study of God’s Word that 

will help them be true in an 

ungodly world. Adult Confir-

mation serves that same pur-

pose, to connect us with our 

God who loved us so much 

that He gave His ONLY son, 

that we may have everlasting 

life through belief in Him.  

It is with great pleasure that  

we confirm the following indi-

viduals on May 7:  

At the 8:30 am worship 

service the following adults 

and children will be received 

into membership by Adult 

Confirmation, Affirmation of 

Faith or Transfer:  Beverly 

Berczel, Jeannette and Richard 

Buesing, Margaret Hicks, Carol 

and Mark Krueger, Jackie Nast,  

Ryan and Sheryl Pease and 

children, Sydney, Caitlyn and 

Natally, Cynthia and Jeff Smith 

and children, Adam and Ben 

and Tara Smith and children,  

Aiden, Hannah and Cooper. 

At the 11:00 am worship 

service, 11 students will affirm 

the blessing of faith given to 

them in Baptism by the Rite of 

Confirmation. The students are 

Daniel Carstens, Henry 

Gaertner, Stephen Hochendon-

er, Kylie Jamrog, Jordan Kless, 

Adelaide McCloskey, Mason 

McGuire, Alyssa Pugh, Brenna 

Tarlton, Kylie Tarlton, and 

Cody Wohlfeil.  

 

Confirmation Sunday by Lynda Minger 

I would like you to take some 

time and look through the The 

Lutheran Service Book and share 

with me your favorite hymns 

from each section. You can 

find this hymnal in our pews. I 

would also be interested in 

hearing from you if your favor-

ite hymn is not included in our 

hymnal. You can place a note 

in my mailbox by the east fel-

lowship hall doors, email me at 

therevev@gmail.com, or text 

me at 810-355-6517. You can 

also join our monthly Hymn 

Selection group that meets the 

first Thursday of the month at 

9am. The Hymn Selection 

group reads through the Bible 

readings for each Sunday in the 

upcoming month and then 

chooses the hymns that will be 

used at the 8:30am Divine 

Service. I will focus on contem-

porary songs in a future news-

letter article. 

death. I have confident hope in 

the words, “In life, in death, O 

Lord, abide with me.” Where 

no other helper will assist me, I 

know that God will be my shep-

herd through life and death. 

The Service 

This next section includes 

hymns for the beginning of the 

service, the close of the service, 

and also biblical canticles. The 

canticles are songs from the 

Holy Scriptures that help us sing 

along with Simeon, Mary, Zech-

ariah, and other faithful saints 

who have gone before us. At 

the close of the service, the 

hymn “Go, My Children, with 

My Blessing,” provides a bene-

diction full of promise. I appreci-

ate the closing hymns of a ser-

vice that keep me singing in my 

heart throughout the rest of the 

week.  

Nation and National Songs 

The final section in the hymnal 

is a small collection of hymns 

that support community and 

nation with trust that God is 

sovereign over both the church 

and the state. This section is 

not a songbook of secular pat-

riotic songs. These hymns are 

Christian prayers and praises to 

God. I know that during patri-

otic holidays I receive requests 

for a number of songs that are 

not in our hymnal. We have 

developed the tradition of sing-

ing the Battle Hymn of the 

Republic and God Bless Ameri-

ca, neither of which are in our 

hymnal, because these are 

songs that remind us of times in 

our country when we have 

been reminded to rely on God. 

Of the three hymns in this 

section, I most enjoy singing 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing.” 

Flipping Through the Hymnal  continued 

mailto:therevev@gmail.com
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Find Out More About This 

Great Program and How 

You Can Help! 

According to the 2016 Kids 

Count Michigan survey, more 

than 46% of school-aged chil-

dren are eligible for free or 

reduced-priced lunch. During 

the summer months that 

means no lunch for lots of 

children. Livingston County has 

a great program put on by the 

Salvation Army -- The Summer 

Lunch Bunch! It's a collabora-

tive community meals program 

that is all about alleviating the 

summer meals gap and fun! 

There are games, guest speak-

ers, art, science, literacy, nutri-

tion, and more. 

The Summer Lunch Bunch is 

gearing up for an exciting sum-

mer of 2017. We need you!    

The program has physical loca-

tions in Brighton, Fenton, 

Fowlerville, Gregory, Howell 

and Whitmore Lake, as well as 

the opportunity to volunteer in 

our seasonal food warehouse 

or by serving as a clerical sup-

port person at our 503 Lake 

Street Location.  There are 

thousands of hours of volun-

teer time needed to make this 

program a success, so you can 

offer a few hours, a few days, 

or get involved on a more reg-

ular basis. 

Summer Lunch Bunch Full 

Certification Training  

(Longer sessions for new vol-

unteers) 

Wednesday, May 17                     

 4:30-7:30 pm 

Thursday, May 18                          

 9 am - 12 pm 

Friday, May 26                               

 9 am - 12 pm 

Wednesday, May 31                      

 9 am - 12 pm 

 

Training Agenda: 

Hour 1:  What is Summer 

Lunch Bunch and how does it 

work? 

Hour 2:  Practical Training 

(Forms, Rules, Safety, Certifica-

tions) 

Hour 3:  Safe From Harm 

Overview Training 

 

Staff will be available for ques-

tions after the training 

 

Summer Lunch Bunch Re-

turning Volunteer Training  

(Shorter refresher course for 

previously certified volunteers) 

Wednesday, May 17                     

 5:30-7:30 pm 

Thursday, May 18                          

 10 am - 12 pm 

Friday, May 26                               

 10 am - 12 pm 

Wednesday, May 31                      

 10 am - 12 pm 

 

Training Agenda: 

Hour 1:  Forms, Rules, Safety, 

Certifications 

Hour 2:  Safe From Harm (If 

you have taken SFH in the last 

three years you do not have to 

attend Hour 2) 

 

Staff will be available for ques-

tions after the training 

 

RSVP to 

liz_welch@usc.salvationar

my.org  

or call (517) 295-4347 

 

Support Summer Lunch 

Bunch with a donation: 

Text EatUp to 41444 or 

visit our website at 

www.salvationarmylivingst

on.org. 

 

Editor’s comment: St. Paul 

generously supports this program, 

and strongly encourages volunteer 

support to help continue its suc-

cess. 

In Our Community  

disappointment, helplessness, 

and despair. Come see what 

God teaches us in those exam-

ples. Questions: Sally Bu-

crek, ssbucrek@gmail.com.  

“Living in Resilient Hope” 

Sally Bucrek leads a new Bible 

study beginning April 23 at 9:45 

in the library and running 

through May 28. Join us as we 

look into Scripture and see that 

hope in hopeless situations is 

more than platitudes and over-

used Bible verses. The Bible is 

filled with examples of loss, 

New Bible Study—“Living in Resilient Hope”   

mailto:liz_welch@usc.salvationarmy.org
mailto:liz_welch@usc.salvationarmy.org
http://www.salvationarmylivingston.org/
http://www.salvationarmylivingston.org/
mailto:ssbucrek@gmail.com
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Martha Wohlfeil and I would 

like to thank everybody for  

the opportunity to attend my 

first Office Workers Confer-

ence. I have wanted to go the 

last few times, but timing 

wouldn’t allow. It was very 

enlightening and very fun. 

We started out on Sunday 

night with the welcome and ice 

breakers which was a  nice 

time getting to meet new peo-

ple. Ice breaker games are 

usually fun, but this was kind of 

neat because we identified 

ourselves by some unique thing 

about us when we first regis-

tered. Trying to find a unique-

ness in yourself sometimes isn't 

easy for some of us. But we 

had a lot of fun running around 

the room meeting people and 

trying to figure out what their 

uniqueness was. Some of the 

stories behind them were pret-

ty interesting.   

Also present was the incredible 

Dorothy Zehnder, auto-

graphing her Bavarian Inn 

Cookbook.  Her daughter Judy 

spoke of her presence in the 

kitchen still to this day. She still 

works, checking quality and 

adjusting the recipes according 

the flavor of the harvest that 

year.   

Next, we moved on to one of 

the conference rooms. The 

service project was gathering 

donations of women’s beauty 

supplies and putting them into 

new and lightly used purses. 

These will be sent to the bat-

tered women’s shelters for 

those women who have to 

leave their homes immediately 

and don't have time to take 

their personal belongings or 

anything with them. These 

items are essential to a wom-

an's self-esteem when it has 

been taken to such a low point. 

The job went pretty smoothly, 

with a line on either side of the 

table full of products picking 

one item from each group. 

After filling the purses they 

were put in gift bags.  

Monday morning we got up to 

a wonderful breakfast and lis-

tened to Rev. Rennie and his 

daughter, Esther Kaufman, lead 

us in worship songs and then 

right into our keynote speaker 

Dr. Pamela Smith. She gave us 

some insights on aspects of our 

job to help make it less stress-

ful and how to handle various 

situations. The breakout classes 

we attended were: unique 

fundraisers, essential oils, and  

one I found the most helpful by 

Lori Brown administrative as-

sistant to the President's Office 

for the Michigan District. Her 

talk was different in the fact 

that while she was talking, we 

gleaned a greater understand-

ing that our job is not like that 

of a corporate secretary, but 

rather more of a ministry as 

well. Where corporations deal 

with customers, money, and 

product, ours, not totally unlike 

the pastor, tend to deal with 

the heart as well.  

There were a couple hours to 

wander off on our own, see a 

few things in Frankenmuth, and 

take a “brain break” before 

dinner. We were served spätz-

le, baked cod, and Bavarian 

Inn’s famous chicken. Our en-

tertainment were the engaging 

Rev. Rennie and Esther, very 

talented singers with a wonder-

ful sense of humor and of God.  

Rev Rennie is absolutely amaz-

ing on his keyboard, which he 

fondly refers to as “the band”. 

Tuesday morning breakfast and 

keynote speakers Katie and 

Julie Black were a great way 

to kick off the day. They 

helped us to take a look at 

ourselves and our future 

and create a “Vision” for 

ourselves.  Churches create 

one, businesses create one, 

but Katie guided us in mak-

ing one for ourselves, to 

give us direction and help us to 

hear God’s voice in our vision 

as in Proverbs 29:18: 

“Where there is no prophetic 

vision the people cast off re-

straint, but blessed is he 

who keeps the law.”  

Another breakout session, and 

then it was time to go. It was a 

wonderful experience. We got 

to share what makes our jobs 

so awesome and also what 

things can be a trial.  It lightens 

your heart when you find out 

that other churches have or 

have had situations like yours,  

share a variety of ideas as to 

how things were worked out, 

and foster a sense of support 

and encouragement.  We also 

know one of the best congre-

gations in the state.  

Equipped, Educated and Encouraged  by Lynda Minger 
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

 

IMAC  

(I’m a Christian -  4th, 5th, 6th 

Graders) On Saturday, May 20 

beginning at 1:00 pm, students 

will compete is a color run. 

This event will be very COL-

ORFUL! We invite members of 

the St. Paul church family to 

come and cheer and jeer, en-

courage and challenge, and add 

color and color commentary to 

the event. The 4th, 5th and 6th 

graders will run on a course 

around the St. Paul facility.  

Others young and old are also 

encouraged to participate and 

get some colorful exercise. 

There will be refreshments, 

fun, of course, and a great op-

portunity to encourage one 

another.  “And let us consider 

how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds,  not 

giving up meeting together, as 

some are in the habit of doing, 

but encouraging one another—

and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching.”  

Hebrews 10:24-25.       

“Tough Issues” Attention High 

School students and the newly 

confirmed! Join us on Sundays, 

7, 14 and 21, during the month 

of May from 5:00 – 6:15 pm. 

We will play a game or two, 

have some casual conversation, 

discuss a ‘tough issue’ and 

share some snack foods. 

High School 

The Michigan District Senior 

High Youth Gathering is June  

25-28, 2017 and a step on the 

journey there is hosting a car 

wash and bake sale on Sunday 

May 21, from 8:00 am – 1:00 

pm. 

So…on this very special Sunday 

you will receive God’s grace 

and forgiveness through Word 

and Sacrament and your car 

can be cleaned of its dirt as 

well. And…you can top all that 

off with food for the body at 

the Bake Sale. A rain date for 

the Car Wash is Sunday, June 

4, 8:00am – 1:00pm, but the 

Bake Sale will happen on May 

21, rain or shine!  

The theme verse for the Senior 

High Gathering is: He (David) 

said: “The LORD is my rock, my 

fortress and my deliverer.”  

          2 Samuel 22:2 

Senior High Youth Gathering Attendees 

(7th and 8th graders – Confirma-

tion students) This will be a fun  

trip to Paradise Park. On May 

21 we will be meeting at 

church at 12:15 pm. We will 

have lunch together and then 

head to Paradise. At Paradise 

Park we will play a round of 

miniature golf, enjoy a go-cart 

ride, and have a choice of time 

on a climbing wall or a trampo-

line. The cost is $15.   

 

 

“Then he(the other criminal) 

said, “Jesus, remember me when 

you come into Your king-

dom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly 

I tell you, today you will be with 

Me in paradise.”  

Luke 3:42-43 

LAC  
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Sunday  

 7:30 a.m. Fresh Brew Bible Study 

 8:30 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:45 a.m. Education Hour  

11:00 a.m.  Divine Service & Kids’ Connection 

 5:00 p.m.  Tough Issues  

 

Monday 

 9:00 a.m.  Quilters 

11:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 

 

 

Tuesday 

 9:00 a.m.   Old Timers 

7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts 

 

Thursday 

 7:00 p.m.   Small Group Bible Study 

  

Saturday 

 8:30 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00 a.m.   Altar Preparation 

10:30 a.m.    AA/Alanon 

St. Paul’s Special Events and 

Scripture Readings 

Weekly Schedule 

  

 

 

 May 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Exodus 33:1-23  

Luke 7:1-17        
2 Exodus 34:1-28  

Luke 7:18-35  
3 Exodus   34:29-

35:21 Luke 7:36-50  
4Exodus 38:21-39  

Luke 8:1-21  
9a Hymn Selec-
tion 

5 Exodus 39:32--40:16 

Luke 8:22-39  
6 Exodus 40:40-56  

Luke 8:40-56  
12:30p Jackson 
Shower 

7 Leviticus 8:1-13, 30-

36 Luke 9:1-17  
Confirmation 
Sunday 

12p McCloskey 
confirmation 

8 Leviticus 9:1-24  

Luke 9:18-36 

10a Altar Guild 

9 Leviticus 10:1-20 

Luke9:37-62  
Side doors not 
accessible 

7p Church Council 

10 Leviticus 16:1-24 

Luke 10:1-22  
Side doors not 
accessible 

11 Leviticus 17:1-16 

Luke 10:23-42  
Side doors not 
accessible 

7:00p VBS Music 
Plan-Sanctuary 

12 Leviticus 18:1-7, 

20-19.8 Luke 11:1-13 

Side doors not 
accessible 

  

13 Leviticus 19:9-18, 

26-37 Luke 11:14-36  

14 Leviticus 20:1-16, 

22-27 Luke 11:37-54 

Mother’s Day 

15 Leviticus 21:1-24 

Luke 12:1-12  
12:30p Love Knots 

2:30p VBS  

16 Leviticus 23:1-22 

Luke 12:13-34 

  

17 Leviticus 23:23-

44 Luke 12:35-53  
Newsletter arti-
cles due  

18 Song 1:1-27 John 

5:1-18  

 

19 Song 2:8-3:11 

John 5:19-29  
20 Song 4:1-5 1 John 

5:30-47  
8:30a Girls scouts 

1p IMAC Color 

21 Song 5:5-6:3 John 

6:1-21  
12p LAC Paradise 
Park 

12p Youth 
Carwash/Bake 
sale 

22 Song 6:4-7:5 John 

6:22-40  
23 Song 7:6-8:14 

John 6:41-59  
24 Ecclesiastes 1:1-

18 John 6:60-71  
25 Ecclesiastes 2:1-

26 John 7:1-13  
6p Ascension Day 
chicken Dinner 

7p Ascension Day 
Divine Service 

26 Ecclesiastes 3:1-

22 John 7:14-31  
27 Ecclesiastes 4:1-

16 John7:32-53  

28 Ecclesiastes 5:1-

20 John 8:1-20  
29 Ecclesiastes 6:1-

7:10 John 8:21-38 
 

Memorial Day 

30 Ecclesiastes 7:11-

29 John 8:39-59  
31 Ecclesiastes 8:1-

17 John 9:1-23  
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(Permanent Address)»  «Zip 

(Permanent Address)» 

Want some great food?  

Want to give thanks to Jesus for His position speaking to our Heavenly Father 

on your behalf? 

Join your church family May 25 for barbecued chicken, German potato salad, 

coleslaw, beverages, and an ice cream sundae for dessert.  

A free will donation for the meal will benefit our community gardens. The meal 

will be served at 6:00 pm with worship at 7:00 pm. 

Ascension Day Barbecue and Worship 


