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growing distrust. I am not a big 

fan of those kinds of responses, 

though I sometimes find myself 

participating in some of these 

ugly response patterns. 

First, I encourage you to turn 

your will towards God’s will. 

Trust in God includes remem-

bering God’s will and desire for 

us remains true. Jesus Christ is 

the revelation of God’s will to 

save us. Whether I am in want 

and need or I have plenty, in all 

circumstances, God’s desire for 

me is good. The trauma of my 

thwarted plans does not mean 

God’s plan for me is destroyed. 

So my first response to changed 

plans involves remembering 

God’s will for me is my salva-

tion. 

Second, be thankful and prayer-

ful for every circumstance. The 

pause after collapsed plans gives 

us the perspective to see alter-

native ways God will be at work 

among us. Paul wrote to the 

Philippians, “Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God” (Philippians 

4:6). Paul knew that God had 

appointed him for preaching the 

gospel and nurturing the church, 

but Paul was arrested in Jerusa-

lem. Paul appealed his case to 

Rome where he was kept under 

house arrest. Paul’s present 

circumstances when he wrote 

to the Philippians made it  

Job answered the LORD and said, 

“I know that you can do all things, 

and that no purpose of yours can 

be thwarted” (Job 42:2). 

How do you respond to plans 

that have been thwarted? I be-

come deflated when I have a 

plan written in my mind about 

how events will develop, and 

someone opposes, defeats, or 

prevents me from experiencing 

my vision. A gut punch is felt 

deep in my soul. I am astounded 

that my expectations don’t al-

ways work out. God certainly 

humbles me through these de-

flated moments.  

Plan and reality do not always 

match. There is wisdom in re-

membering the proverb that 

says, “The heart of a man plans 

his way, but the Lord establishes 

his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). History 

is cluttered with plans that nev-

er developed into reality. Devel-

opers of housing subdivisions 

will buy property, develop a site 

plan, get township approval, and 

then abandon a project because 

the business models have 

changed. Owners of sports 

teams will propose new stadi-

ums with beautiful artistic ren-

derings that fall flat when it 

comes time to actually secure 

financing. The wild visions and 

schemes of people can be 

thwarted for all sorts of reasons.  

In this congregation we have also 

experienced plans that have failed 

to develop into reality. A few 

years ago, before the Blessed 

Opportunity renovation, we 

considered building a community 

center with a gymnasium. We 

developed artistic renderings, but 

this plan did not receive broad 

support. I found it necessary to 

take a step back and recognize 

we needed to do more to build a 

shared vision for our congrega-

tion. Last fall we hired Andrew 

Brazeal to work part-time with 

young families. But even before 

Andrew started, he was hired to 

work full-time somewhere else. 

Even before people knew we had 

a plan, reality set in and plans 

crumbled. We continue to make 

plans in this congregation know-

ing that we will make mistakes 

and stumble. 

This year we continue to make 

plans at St. Paul Lutheran Church 

to move forward in our vision of 

connecting people to Jesus. I 

know some plans will prosper 

and others will fail. How will we 

handle these ups and down?  

Here are a couple of ways to 

handle the trauma of plans col-

lapsing instead of reacting with 

resistance, complaining, and 

"What’s the Plan?" by Pastor Gaertner 

June 2017 Goods News 

Please pray: 

 that we would be with 

those who have lost loved 

ones, in our own church 

and elsewhere. Guide them 

through the grief to You, 

Lord. Give them strength 

and show them the path to 

continue on. 

 for projects that translate 

Christian materials into the 

heart language of different 

people groups. Pray espe-

cially for the ongoing work 

of translating Luther’s 

Works into Chinese taking 

place in Hong Kong. 

 that God would bless the 

work of all those He calls 

into the ministry around the 

world. 
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In this 21st century, we humans 

continue to become more and 

more dependent on the work 

of others. Few of us grow our 

own food, sew our own 

clothes, or build our own hous-

es. We all sit together at a 

bountiful table; the dishes in 

the center have a contribution 

from all of us, as they nourish 

each of us. Some of us contrib-

ute more than we take; with 

others, it is the reverse. We 

notice this, and we resent the 

rich who take more than their 

share, or the poor who take 

without making a contribution. 

As we look back at historical 

times, we can see that God has 

truly blessed us. In our society 

the people who are rated as 

poor are more affluent than the 

comfortable of only a genera-

tion ago. 

What, then, is poverty, and 

what are its causes? Certainly, 

there are those who are physi-

cally or mentally impaired to an 

extent that prevents them from 

contributing. They deserve our 

sympathy and support, and 

God demands a charitable ef-

fort from us.  

There are those who are im-

poverished by circumstance of 

war, flood or drought, epidem-

ic disease, or other external 

forces. Those of us favored by 

God, which are most of us, are 

enjoined to lift these people, 

and by our support, help them 

to help themselves.  

Lastly, there is the self-induced 

poverty, which comes from 

making bad choices. When we 

prefer our own selfish desires 

to the need to be a contributor 

of society, we put our foot on 

the slide to poverty.  

Overindulging our appetite for 

food or drink, or losing our 

ambition in the false euphoria 

of drugs, blocks us out of our 

enjoyment of our common 

humanity with others. This 

form of poverty cannot be 

cured by material gifts, but 

requires a remodeling of the 

habits of the mind. 

While we may have a lack of 

physical well-being, this type of 

poverty affects every aspect of 

our lives. To some extent, all 

of us are affected. When we 

have enough to eat, and clothes 

to wear, and shelter for our 

family, but are filled with re-

sentment toward those who 

have more, we commit the sin 

of envy. As a result, we feel 

poor, regardless of our circum-

stances. A person who feels 

that his efforts are not being 

properly rewarded by society, 

either in status or in money, is 

also poor in his own mind. The 

world is ruthless in assessing 

our value to society, whether 

we agree or not. 

The person who is grateful to God 

for the blessing of life itself, and 

thankful for his daily bread, lives in 

peace and joy in offering his capa-

bilities in service to others. Those 

who are rich in status or material 

goods, says the Bible, should help 

to lift those who have stumbled or 

fallen, bringing joy to the giver and 

receiver alike.  

A recent TV commercial shows a 

sumo wrestler pretending to be a 

figure skater. This incongruent 

sight amuses us, but we also feel 

pity. A skinny little boy pretends to 

be Superman. We are amused 

when he is seven years old, but not 

so much when he is twenty. Most 

people find great satisfaction in 

making a contribution to society 

that is fitted to their capabilities. 

Those of us who are grateful to 

God for the plenty He showers 

upon us, take pleasure in support-

ing the poor, not only materially, 

but also in helping them to fit into 

a place where their efforts benefit 

their fellow man.  

God has created a plan which re-

quires us to be dependent on one 

another. Regardless of our station 

in life, we should seek a place 

where we are needed, use our 

God given abilities to fill the needs 

of our fellow man, and thank God 

for both our capabilities and the 

opportunity to use them. 

“The person who 

is grateful to God 

for the blessing of 

life itself...lives in 

peace and joy ... ” 

Poverty by Tim Hurst 

    Voters’ Meeting  

June 11 is the next  

Voters’ Meeting. 

Please plan on staying after 

the 11:00 service and having 

a part in the decisions of 

YOUR church. 
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It’s time to sign up for the VBS 

band! If you are able to be a 

part in our VBS band, we need 

you! The songs this year would 

be even better with an electric 

guitar. We welcome adults and 

youth to play and sing. Youth 

must have finished eighth grade 

by this summer. Contact Chris-

ti Gaertner at christi-

gaertner@gmail.com or text 

her at 810-355-1600 so you 

hear about all the upcoming 

practices. 

Mark your calendars for these 

practices. If rehearsals go well, 

we may cancel one. 

Sunday, June 4 from 12:30pm 

to 2:00pm (Pack yourself a 

snack to eat during practice.) 

Saturday, June 10 from 10am 

until 11:30am 

Thursday, June 22 from 7pm to 

8:30pm 

Saturday, July 15 from 10am to 

11:30am 

Thursday, July 20 from 7pm to 

8:30pm 

Sunday, July 23 from 3pm to 

4pm 

VBS Band is Back! by Christi Gaertner 

Registering Children for 

VBS 

You can register children with 

the paper registration form 

that is found on the counter-

top in the narthex. You can 

also sign up children for Vaca-

tion Bible School at our 

church’s website by visiting 

stpaulhamburg.com/vbs. Regis-

tering in advance for Vacation 

Bible Schools helps us plan for 

the appropriate amount of 

materials and volunteers. Reg-

ister today and invite others to 

join you at a VBS with a pur-

pose. 

VBS is a great way to introduce 

your family to Jesus! 

Join us  

9am-12pm 

July 24-28, 2017! 

 

At Mighty Fortress, kids will 

read real Bible stories about 

real people to learn real life 

lessons from Scripture. From 

the Opening to the Closing, 

every aspect of VBS is designed 

to help them better understand 

the Bible and grow in their faith. 

You can register for VBS and 

read more about Mighty For-

tress at stpaulhamburg.com/

ministries/vbs/ 

Volunteering at Vacation 

Bible School 

You can register to help at this 

wonderful community outreach 

with forms that are found on 

the countertop in the narthex. 

There are two opportunities 

for our volunteers to attend a 

training orientation. At the 

orientation we will share the 

theme for each day, provide 

details on how to keep every-

one safe, and give encourage-

ment that we are connecting 

people to Jesus through this 

great week. All volunteers 

should plan to attend one of 

the orientations. Your choices 

are June 25 at 12:15pm and July 

23 at 12:15pm. 

More on VBS 

http://stpaulhamburg.com/ministries/vbs/
http://stpaulhamburg.com/ministries/vbs/
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Meet Our Missionaries from Uruguay 

Join us June 9th for a visit from 

missionaries Rev. James and 

Angela Sharp - LCMS Mission-

aries in Uruguay  

This couple serves together as 

career missionaries in Uruguay. 

James plants new churches and 

works to support mercy out-

reach projects around the 

country.  

Angela focuses on bilingual 

education and teaches English-

as-a-Foreign-Language (EFL) 

classes to people of all ages.  

Together this couple works to 

build relationships through 

Bible studies they coordinate 

and through connecting with 

local church leaders. Through 

their many different connec-

while, but in the meantime we 

are teaching her to be gentle 

and hold hands with him. Thank 

you all for your prayers and 

support! Please feel free to 

contact us. We would love to 

hear from you all. 

And in Other Missionary News 

Britt Odemba has had her ba-

by. The following is her email 

to us: 

Hi all!  Greetings to you from 

Nairobi!  I am finally sending 

our baby announcement!  (It is 

just a few weeks late.)  Baby 

Silas Anderson Odemba was 

born on May 5th weighing in at 

4.46 kg (that’s around 10 

pounds). He is a big little 

guy.  We have both recovered 

well, and I am back into the 

groove of being a mom and 

wife. Micah enjoys having an-

other boy in the house and 

little Rael already loves her 

brother.    

Micah and I personally want to 

thank you all for your prayers 

during this time.  It means a lot 

to us!   

I am on maternity leave for the 

next three months. (Kenyan 

law allows mamas to stay home 

a bit longer, for which I am 

thankful.)  His big sister, Rael, 

has really taken to him and 

already wants to play with him. 

She will have to wait a little 

and lean forward into the next 

day knowing that Satan could 

not stop God’s plan of Jesus.  

So, in the moments when the 

world crumbles and the moun-

tains crash around us, we will 

be people who submit to 

Christ as our Lord. We will 

lean into His wisdom. We will 

trust in His victory over all sin, 

death, and the Devil. We will, 

in our hearts, make more 

plans, and we will trust in God 

establishing His will. 

 

appear that God’s plans through 

Paul were being thwarted. Paul 

used his imprisonment to share 

Jesus with his guards. Paul also 

sent Timothy to different 

churches to establish and ex-

hort people in the faith. Paul 

trusted in the will of God to be 

accomplished in all circumstanc-

es. We can respond to changed 

plans by being thankful for God 

to be at work in alternative 

plans. I invite you to regularly 

pray for the wisdom to discern 

God’s alternatives to your 

thwarted plans. 

Third, I recognize that there is 

sin in this world. Satan is work-

ing against God’s mercy. Satan 

attempted to thwart God’s plan 

for creation by tempting Adam 

and Eve. Satan continues to 

tempt us to sin. The creation of 

God that was declared to be 

good experiences the conflict 

of Satan trying to corrupt all of 

God’s plans. Satan has persisted 

in this effort from the very 

beginning, and he has not 

stopped. Before Christ returns 

and the last trumpet blasts, 

Satan will attempt to destroy 

the people of God, the plan of 

God. I trust that Satan has 

failed in all of his attempts. I 

know that because of the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ, Satan 

has lost, and the Lord has pre-

vailed. The traumatic crumbling 

of plans can leave us distrustful 

of God. Trust in Jesus Christ 

"What’s the Plan?" continued 

tions in the community, they 

find opportunities to share the 

Gospel. They have four chil-

dren - Elias, Ambrose, Callida, 

and Magdalyn - who join them 

in the mission field.  

Find out more about James and 

Angela and enjoy an ice cream 

social with them on June 9th.  
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There are a quite a few people 

who have not heard of this 

Netflix series.  There are also 

as many or more who have, 

and the one target group who 

have are probably the most 

vulnerable.  

Most of us as Christians tend 

to make note of what our chil-

dren watch or watch it with 

them, but in this day and age of 

tablets and smart phones, that 

sense of knowing what’s going 

on can be a little sketchy. 

All I knew of this show is that it 

was about a girl who commit-

ted suicide and left taped com-

mentary as to why. Knowing 

the trend that TV has taken 

with the moral issues today and 

the increasingly aggressive 

glamorization of trans sexual 

and homosexual conduct, I did 

not watch it. I’m happy to say 

that my son has chosen not to 

watch it either. He, along with 

more people than there ever 

should be, have known some-

one in their life who has either 

committed suicide or has been 

touched by it. With my son it 

was an 8th grade female class-

mate.  

Over the last week, I have seen 

friends posting about watching 

this series and/or watching it 

with their tween or just teen 

children. From what I under-

stand from reading through 

hundreds of reviews, this is the 

only way that it should be 

watched by young people un-

der the age of 18, and even 

then, binge watching is definite-

ly discouraged. While looking 

for something for the newslet-

ter this month, I came across a 

blog on the LCMS website that 

I would like to share. The fol-

lowing excerpt caught my at-

tention. I won’t print the whole 

thing, but this is what riveted 

me, 

“Woodford laments that the story 

is “devoid of faith” and ends with 

“no closure, no sense of justice 

and no resolution. Even worse, 

there is no hopefulness or opti-

mism, no guidance and no direc-

tion forward. 

“We’re simply left with the brutal 

reality of a dead girl, grieving 

parents, countless messed-up 

classmates, one possibly dying at 

his own hand, and the massive 

darkness of guilt and shame.” 

And the sentence with the 

most impact for me, 

Sadly, viewers “are left to deal 

with all those disturbing emotions 

on [their] own.” 

Woodford is Rev. Dr. Lucas 

Woodford, author of a free 

study guide from LCMS “Faith, 

Hope and Love: A Threefold Re-

sponse to 13 Reasons Why,” (see 

link below). I myself am grateful 

for this guide, as I am out of my 

element trying to discuss this 

type of thing with my children. I 

can see this being a great tool 

to have if you have, or know, 

children in middle school or 

high school.  

The blog is found on the 

lcms.org site at the following 

address with links to printable 

PDFs: 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/

study-guide-tackles-despair-of-

13-reasons-why 

I’m hoping that you find this 

useful in helping to heal what 

has happened or to prevent it 

from happening someone you 

know. 

 

13 Reasons Why by Lynda Minger 

Please watch for sign-up sheets 

for youth events. If there is one 

and you think you are going, 

your name and number needs 

to be on it.  This helps the 

coordinator decide how many 

vehicles, how much food , and 

Attn: All Youth and Parents 

or how many “shepherds” will 

be needed for the event. 

Thanks for your help with this. 
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

IMAC  

(I’m a Christian - 4th, 5th and 

6th graders) We are going on a 

field trip to visit and deliver 

diaper bags to the ministry of 

Family of God in Detroit on 

Thursday, June 15. Meeting at 

our church at 1:00pm, we will 

complete the assembly of the 

diaper bags and then travel to 

Family of God, receive a tour, 

meet some of the staff, and 

deliver the diaper bags. Our 

return to St. Paul will be be-

tween 5:00 – 5:30 pm. Students 

if you need a ride to church to 

be here by 1:00 pm, contact 

Mike, and we will see what we 

can coordinate. The church 

office number is 810-231-1033, 

Mike’s mobile number is 810-

923-8166.  

“Tough Issues” for High School 

students and the newly con-

firmed! Join us on Sundays, June 

4 and 11 from 5:00 – 6:15 pm. 

We will play a game or two, 

have some casual conversation, 

a Biblical perspective on a 

‘tough issue’, and share some 

snack foods. We will not meet 

on Sunday, June 18 or June 25.   

High School 

NOTE:  Newly confirmed 

youth - we think you will find 

this group to be very helpful as 

you progress through High 

School in these changing times. 

Senior High Youth have re-

scheduled the CAR WASH that 

will help fund their trip to the 

Michigan District Youth Gath-

ering. Due to rain, this event 

will happen on Sunday, June 4, 

from 8:00 am – 1:00 pm. Please 

bring your dirty cars so that 

while you receive God’s grace 

and forgiveness through Word 

and Sacrament, your car can be 

cleansed as well. 

The theme verse for the Senior 

High Gathering is: He (David) 

said: “The Lord is my rock, my 

fortress and my deliverer.”                

          2 Samuel 22:2  

The final preparation meeting 

will be Sunday, June 18 at 5:00 

pm. We will be covering sched-

ule details, finances, food, and 

the “What to Bring” list. Adult 

‘shepherds’ and parents are 

encouraged to attend. This is 

an important meeting. Attend-

ance is required by student 

participants. We want this to 

be an enjoyable experience. 

Also note: Tough Issues will 

not meet on June 25. Most 

participants will be at the Sen-

ior High Youth Gathering.  

Senior High Youth Gathering Attendees 

(7th and 8th graders – Confirma-

tion students)  Hey, we have 

some ‘rainchecks’ from our 

May trip to use, so get ready 

for more fun! We are going to 

Paradise on Sunday, June 11! 

We will gather at St. Paul at 

2:00 pm and can use our rain-

checks for mini-golf and climb-

ing wall/trampoline court. If 

you want to ride go carts again, 

bring $7.50. We will return to 

church by 5:00 pm . 

“Then he (the other criminal) 

said, “Jesus, remember me when 

you come into Your king-

dom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly 

I tell you, today you will be with 

Me in paradise.”  

Luke 3:42-43 

LAC - Paradise Revisited! 
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Sunday  

 7:30 a.m. Fresh Brew Bible Study 

 8:30 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:45 a.m. Education Hour  

11:00 a.m.  Divine Service & Kids’ Connection 

 5:00 p.m.  Tough Issues  

 

Monday 

 9:00 a.m.  Quilters 

11:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 

7:00 p.m.  Divine Worship 

 

Tuesday 

 9:00 a.m.   Old Timers 

7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts 

 

Thursday 

 7:00 p.m.   Small Group Bible Study 

  

Saturday 

 8:30 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00 a.m.   Altar Preparation 

10:30 a.m.    AA/Alanon 

St. Paul’s Special Events and 

Scripture Readings 

Weekly Schedule 

  

 

 

June 2017 
 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Ecclesiastes 9:1-17, 

John 9:24-41  
9a Hymn Selec-
tion 

2 Ecclesiastes 10:1-20, 

John 10:1-21  
3 Ecclesiastes 11:1-10, 

John 10:22-42  

4 Ecclesiastes 12:1-14, 

John 11:1-16  
11a VBS Reunion 
service 

12:30p VBS Band 
Practice 

Carwash alt. date 

5 Proverbs 1:8-33, John 

11:17-37 

2:30p VBS Leader 
meet  
7:00p Monday 
night worship 
begins 

6 Proverbs 3:5-24, John 

11:38-57  
4p Arby’s Meeting 

7 Proverbs 4:1-27, John 

12:1-19  
8 Proverbs 5:1-23, John 

12:20-36a  
9 Proverbs 8:1-21, John 

12:36b-50  
10 Proverbs 8:22-36, 

John 13:1-20  
8a FFPN @  
St Paul 

10a VBS Band 
Practice 

11 Proverbs 9:1-18, 

John13:21-38  
12p Voters 
Meeting 

12 Proverbs 10:1-23, 

John14:1-17  
13 Proverbs13:1-25, 

John 14:18-31  
7p Church  

Council 

14 Proverbs 14:1-27 

John 15:1-11  
15 Proverbs 15:1-29, 

John15:12-27  
1p IMAC deliver 
Newborn bags 

16 Proverbs 16:1-24, 

John 16:1-16  
17 Proverbs 17:1-28, 

John 16:17-33 

18 Proverbs 20:5-25, 

John 17:1-26   
11a Parsley Bapt 

19 Proverbs 22:1-21, 

John 18:1-14 

12:30p Love Knots 

20 Proverbs 22:22-

23:12, John 18:15-40 

 

21 Proverbs 24:1-22, 

John 19:1-22 

Newsletter 

22  Proverbs 25:1-22, 

John 19:23-42  
7p VBS Band  

Practice 

23 Proverbs 27:1-24, 

John 20:1-18  
24 Proverbs 30:1-9, 

18-33, John 20:19-31  

25 Proverbs 31:10-31, 

John 21:1-25  
12:15p VBS Vol-
unteer Training 

Jr. Sr High Youth 
Gathering 

26 Joshusa1:1-18, Acts 

8:1-25  
Jr. Sr High Youth 
Gathering 

27 Joshua 2:1-24,  

Acts 8:26-40  
Jr. Sr High Youth 
Gathering 

28 Joshua 3:1-17, Acts 

8:26-40  
29 Joshua 4:1-24, Acts 

9:23-43  
30 Joshua 5:1-6:5, 

Acts 10:1-17  
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