
Connecting People to Jesus 

Good News 

Imagine what would be possible 

if we raised a generation of 

children who stood on the 

Word of God, knew how to 

share what they believe, could 

answer the skeptics of this age 

with the hopes and promises of 

God, and had a fervor to share 

this good news with whomever 

they met. 

We will not hurt our children 

by teaching them God’s Word 

and equipping them to answer 

the questions of this age. We 

will not damage our children by 

inviting them to discover the 

grace of God richly told through 

the stories of the Bible. All the 

people who participate in the 

Education Hour at St. Paul Lu-

theran Church will experience 

Bible stories taught at an age-

appropriate level that clearly 

communicate the Law and the 

Gospel. 

Our Education Hour is a part of 

our vision of being a community 

of people who are connecting 

people to Jesus. Every time we 

share His Word together we 

are connecting people to Jesus.  

The beginning of this new year 

is a wonderful opportunity to 

make a change in your Sunday 

morning routine. Set your alarm 

clock. Put a reminder on your 

phone. Call your friends and 

family and remind them that you 

will meet them at St. Paul Lu-

theran Church for the Educa-

tion Hour and the Worship 

Service.  

I know it is good to know what 

to expect, so here are some 

details about our Education 

Hour to help you get ready for 

the experience. 

Sunday school starts at 9:45am 

when I ring the bell near the 

coffee and donuts. There are 

options during the Education 

Hour for every one of God’s 

children. 

The confirmation youth par-

ticipate in Holy Huddle that 

takes places in the Activity 

Center (the house to the east 

of the church building).  

For our high school youth we 

work to regularly have Con-

cordia University Ann Arbor 

students available to teach a 

Bible study in the basement of 

the Activity Center. When a 

CUAA student is not availa-

ble, we have a parent lead the 

Bible study for the high 

school youth. 

The toddlers through 6th 

graders have their classrooms 

in the basement.  

The 5th and 6th graders begin 

Sunday school in their class-

room in the basement.  

The preschool through 4th 

graders attend an opening 

program in the multipurpose 

room (the large room in the 

basement). After the open-

ing program, the children go 

to their classroom.  
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salvation found only in 
Christ. 
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Barb Nettleton teaches Faith 

Stepping Stones for 3rd and 

4th graders and their parents 

in the basement in the multi-

purpose room.  

Also this year we have add-

ed a toddler and parent class 

in the basement that is 

taught by Ashleigh Mowers.  

Adults are invited to the 

class that I teach in the 

Large Fellowship Hall or the 

Sundays and Seasons class 

taught by Cliff Richardson in 

Room 5 of the basement. 

I encourage the parents and all 

adults to be fed by God’s prom-

ises and remain in Jesus. When 

we finish the partitions in the 

Large Fellowship Hall then both 

classes will be taught on the 

main level. Both of these classes 

are open for everyone to at-

tend, and you do not need to be 

an expert of the Bible to attend 

these Bible studies. 

Throughout the morning we 

have volunteers who staff our 

nursery so that parents of 

young children can attend Bible 

study.  

Besides Sunday school, plan to 

attend either the 8:30am or the 

11:00am worship service. The 

Continued on page 3 



Good News Page 2 

“Jesus put 

material goods 

in their place. ” 

Open your wallet. Take out a 

bill of any denomination. Exam-

ine it carefully. It is only a print-

ed piece  of paper, but we 

know that it can be exchanged 

for necessities (and luxuries) 

which are the economic base 

of our lives. But, in a larger 

sense, this scrap of paper rep-

resents a piece of your life. You 

gave your precious time and 

energy, which are gifts from 

God, in exchange for this to-

ken. You can spend it (ex-

changing it for the fruits of the 

time and energy of other peo-

ple) or hold it for a future 

need. We constantly debate 

alternative ways to spend the 

time we have been granted on 

this earth, which we know to 

be limited. Likewise, our mon-

ey is a proxy for our time. 

Hoarding our money is like 

trying to recreate time which 

has already gone, but our pre-

sent and future life is profound-

ly influenced by the way we 

handle our money.  

The Bible frequently speaks of 

money, since its writers per-

ceived how intimately it was 

bound to their lives. In Ecclesi-

astes, chapter 5, the writer 

feels sorry for the one who 

loves money, because he never 

has enough, is never satisfied. It 

is better to take satisfaction 

from the work itself rather 

than the payment for it. Isaiah, 

chapter 55, reminds us that 

there are more satisfying gifts 

of life than those that money 

can buy.  

If we fix our attention on mon-

ey and material things. We 

tend to ignore the intangibles 

that enrich our lives. When we 

give ourselves over to the wor-

ship of material things, we tend 

to forget about our obedience 

to God. We boast about our 

possessions, and we envy (even 

hate) those who have more. 

We clutch our possessions to 

ourselves, except when we 

gamble to win the big jackpot 

that will make us free from all 

material worries. We invent 

excuses to avoid giving to char-

itable causes or the church. 

We drive a hard bargain, and 

take ethical shortcuts to gain 

advantage. 

Is it wrong to be ambitious to 

better yourself in a material 

way, to take the high-paying 

job, to seek to make your fami-

ly prosperous? Jesus speaks to 

this point throughout the pages 

of Luke. Rather than condemn-

ing the tax collectors, Jesus 

admonished them to be honest 

in their dealings. He taught his 

disciples not to be anxious 

about money, that God would 

provide. He said, “A man’s life 

does not consist in the abun-

dance of his possessions.” He 

also said, “No servant can 

serve two masters. You cannot 

serve both God and money.” 

And in the parable of the tal-

ents, he drove home the point 

that we are not owners, but 

merely stewards of our wealth.  

Jesus put material goods in 

their place. Our first duty is to 

be obedient to God, to fulfill 

his call to our vocation, and to 

act as responsible stewards of 

the material benefits he show-

ers on us, as he wills. Can you 

think of an example in your life 

of someone who made the best 

of a meager allotment of mate-

rial goods? Or someone who 

wasted gifts that God had pro-

vided? 

We know that we should de-

vote a tithe of the money we 

acquire to the work of the 

Lord. But money is just a proxy 

for the time and effort that we 

expend to get it. Why not de-

vote a tithe of the time and 

strength that the Lord had 

granted us directly to the work 

of his kingdom? Time and mon-

ey, money and time—we are 

stewards of both— both are 

gifts from God. Both Paul and 

Peter, in their letters, exhort 

the Christian faithful to be 

responsible with the money 

and power that comes into 

their hands. In his first letter to 

Timothy, Paul makes the state-

ment that is so often misquot-

ed, “ For the love of money is a 

root of all kinds of evil.” Peter, 

in his first letter, advises his 

people to “not be greedy for 

money, but eager to serve.” He 

points out that not only will 

they benefit, but that they will 

be a good example to others.  

So in our prayers, we should 

ask God to grant to us the 

resources we need to be obe-

dient servants and Christian 

advocates in our community. 

We should also ask for the 

understanding and the will to 

be faithful stewards, so that 

both our money and our time 

will be spent for the benefit of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

Money and Time By Tim Hurst 



Good News 

On December 22, 1990, at age 

52, my father suddenly passed 

away.  There is a stark contrast 

between celebrating Christmas 

Eve at funeral visitation and 

being with family surrounded 

by dazzling colored lights and 

holiday decorations.  How is it 

possible to celebrate the birth 

of Christ with joy amid the 
depths of grief and sorrow?  

How can presents be opened 

Christmas morning with glee 

when burying a family member 

the next day in a frozen ceme-

tery? 

 

The meaning of Christmas 

beyond the greatest story ever 

told would not be revealed to 

me until many years later.  

However, the seed was planted 

in that funeral home 25 years 

ago from a tiny special man 

who trudged over two hours in 

a snowstorm to comfort me in 

my shock and grief of losing my 

father.  I can still see him as he 

came through the funeral home 

doors in his flap-eared hat bun-

dled in his heavy buffalo plaid 

winter coat and boots.  Sur-

prised by my pastor’s presence, 

the tears began to flow as he 

gave me a comforting bear hug. 

I was single and unattached at 

the time although Pastor Mar-

cis had tried in his fatherly way 

to be a matchmaker. As we sat 

in the coffee room adjacent to 

the viewing, I poured out the 

events of my father’s sudden 

passing.  Sobbing, I asked, 

“Why would God take him at 
Christmas?”  Pastor Marcis 

gently responded, “Why not, 

Sheri?”  Seeing my confusion, 

he continued, “Turn your face 

towards Christ, Sheri.  God has 

given to your father a gift, a gift 

He has for all who believe in 

the miracle of Christmas. It is 

this precious gift we must pass 

on to others - the story of His 

grace.” 

 

Rev. T. Richard Marcis, Sr., age 

83, passed away on June 15, 

2015.  He was my pastor at 

Prince of Peace Lutheran 

Church in Farmington Hills 

many years ago.  The gift of his 

presence was my Christmas 

blessing in 1990.  I cherish the 

memory of him and the seed 

he helped God plant in my 

heart that Christmas Eve day 

twenty five years ago.   

“Thanks be to God for his inde-

scribable gift!”  2 Corinthians 9:15 

 

My Christmas present under the 

tree given to me by my mother 

and father that year remains 

wrapped and unopened.  Tat-

tered and faded, with the Christ-

mas bow lost somewhere over 

the years, it is stored in an out 
of the way place so as not to 

disturb a painful memory of 

what once was, and the hope of 

what could have been.  Yet, the 

true meaning of Christmas for 

me is not what is hidden in that 

wrapped heavy box stored in 

the basement, but sharing the 

gift of Christ with others.  Jesus 

Christ, who came not to take 

away life, but who gives new life 

washed of sin.   

 

“Whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.”  John 

3:16 

 

The Watering Can is Sheri’s 

personal service initiative at St. 

Paul and beyond. – “Helping All 

God’s Creatures Thrive.”  Connect 

with me on Facebook on the page, 

The Watering Can. 

The Gift of Christmas throughout the Year  By Sheri Falzone 
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“Thanks be to 

God for his 

indescribable 

gift!”   

2 Corinthians 

9:15 

worship service time at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church is an im-

portant part of what defines us 

as a community of believers. I 

know that if I want to find the 

Christian church, then I do not 

look for where the most holy 

Imagine  Continued from pg. 1 

people are located. I look for 

what makes the church. I look 

for where God’s Word is 

preached and the Sacraments 

are administered. When I look 

for the family of God, I do not 

look for the most well behaved 

children and perfectly dressed 

parents. I look for what makes 

us the family of God, God’s 

Word. It is time for this con-

gregation to be intentional 

about meeting Jesus in His 

Holy Word. 

Watch for the upcoming Coun-

cil  Corner, information on 

what’s happening at St. Paul. 

Council Corner 
If you haven't been to St Paul in 

the last few weeks, you’re due 

for a very pleasant visit.  The 

renovations are almost finished, 

and the church and fellowship 

halls are more inviting that 

ever. Many people worked very 

hard, and the fruits of their 

labors are absolutely amaz-

ing. 

 
We hope you’ll be able to 

 join us soon. 
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Fund Gift Planning Counselor, 

Sunday, January 17, 2016, be-

tween services at 9:45 am to 

learn the importance of writing 

a will or trust and how to get 

started. Learn how to witness 

through your own last will and 

testament, so your children and 

grandchildren will inherit the 

blessings of your wisdom.  

Every year the vast majority of 

Americans who die do so with-

out having prepared a valid Last 

Will and Testament or Revoca-

ble Living Trust. For the past 

three decades the numbers 

hover between 70 and 80 per-

cent. 

Join Bill Burmeister, Michigan 

District-Church Extension 

Bill can also help you explore 

possibilities for fulfilling your 

legacy goals while making a 

significant gift to ministry at the 

same time.  There is no cost or 

obligation to you and all con-

versations are kept confidential. 

For more information, contact 

Bill at 800-242-3944 or 

bill.burmeister@mi-cef.org. 

Giving Legacy a Voice -  Your “Estate Planning Toolbox”  
By Bill Burmeister, Gift Planning Counselor 

Shattered by Dani Pettrey, Fiction 

Alaskan Courage Series 2 

Piper McKenna couldn't be 

more thrilled that her prodigal 

brother, Reef, has returned to 

Yancey, Alaska, after five years. 

But her happiness is short-lived 

when Reef appears at her 

house covered in blood. A 

fellow snowboarder has been 

killed--but despite the evidence, 

Reef swears he's innocent. And 

Piper believes him. 

Deputy Landon Grainger loves 

the McKennas like family, but 

he's also sworn to find the 

truth. Piper is frustrated with 

his need for facts over faith, but 

he knows those closest to you 

have the power to deceive you 

the most. With his sheriff push-

ing for a quick conviction, some 

unexpected leads complicate 

the investigation, and pursuing 

the truth may mean risking 

Landon's career. 

Stranded by Dani Pettrey, Fiction 

Alaskan Courage Series 3 

When her friend vanishes from 

a cruise ship, reporter Darcy 

St. James isn't satisfied with 

their explanation that she simp-

ly left her job of her own ac-

cord. Something isn't lining up, 

and Darcy believes the only 

way to find the truth is to put 

herself in Abby's position. 

Within days, Darcy learns her 

friend wasn't the only person to 

disappear mysteriously. Last 

summer, a woman vanished 

under almost identical circum-

stances. 

In His Steps, DVD 

When a homeless man inter-

rupts the comfortable routine of 

First Church of Raymond, life for 

its members will never be the 

same! Convicted by the man's 

words, Pastor Henry and his 

friends commit to move beyond 

"Christianity as usual." When 

tested by adversity, will they 

stand firm---or return to their 

apathetic lives? Dove approved 

(12+). Widescreen. Closed cap-

tioned. Approx. 100 minutes. 

Librarian Recommendations By Jean Schneider 

In Our Community 

preschool through eighth 

grade. Preschool is available for 

two, three, or five days a week. 

Students in kindergarten 

through eighth grade attend 

Spanish, music, art, and PE. 

School-provided tablets, con-

cert band, and interscholastic 

sports are offered to middle 

school students. Extended care 
is available before and after 

school. Registration for the 

Shepherd of the Lakes Luther-

an School in Brighton invites 

you to their free Evening at 

Our Place on Friday, February 

12. From 6pm to 7pm enjoy 

games, crafts, and a chance to 

tour the school. At 7pm Wild 

Swan Theater presents the 

skit Owl’s Winter. Shepherd of 

the Lakes Lutheran School 
provides an accredited, Chris-

tian education to students in 

2016-2017 school year 

opens to the public at 

6:00pm on Friday,  

February 12.  

Call (810) 227-6473 or visit 

scotlschool.com for more 

information. 

mailto:bill.burmeister@mi-cef.org
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Each of these twelve sessions 

includes a short narrative 

about a typical modern 

mom’s life and a look at a 

biblical woman’s faith story 

to show how she serves as 

an example of God’s love. 

Questions encourage the 

reader to explore pertinent 

passages and reflect on their 

meaning for her. 

In 2015 we studied Eve, Sarah, 

Hagar, Rebekah, Jochebed, and 

Ruth. In 2016 we will focus on 

Hannah, Bathsheba (that ought 

to be interesting!), Elizabeth, 

Mary, Eunice and Lois, and the 

Widow of Nain.  

We begin at 7:00pm and end at 

8:00pm. We will meet at the 

homes of two lovely women. 

January 14, January 28, and 

February 11 we meet at Martha 

Wohlfeil’s home at 9534 Roll-

ing Greens Dr. in Pinckney. 

January 21, February 4, and 

February 18 we meet at the 

home of Anna Ankenbrand at 

9900 Kilkenny Ct. in Brighton. 

We will end our study on Feb-

ruary 18 with some social time. 

Please bring half an appetizer 

or half a dessert to share with 

Are you ready to start the new 

year out in God’s Word? Then 

join me (Christi Gaertner) for a 

six-week Thursday evening 

women’s Bible study starting 

January 14.  

Our study is “God Loves 

Moms: 12 Lessons about God’s 

Mercy” by Christina Her-

genrader.  Some of you did the 

first part of this book in January 

of 2015. 

All women are invited to join 

us, even if you are not a mom 

or your children are grown. 

You do not have to have at-

tended the first part of the 

study to join us in 2016. 

Concordia Publishing House’s 

website describes our study 

this way: 

The women we read about 

in God’s Word were just 

regular women—like us. And 

they had the same insecuri-

ties and vulnerabilities that 

we all feel. This study digs 

deep into the stories of thir-

teen biblical women for a 

fresh look at how God re-

veals His grace through 

Christ for you. 

the other women. You can 

leave the other half at home 

for your family! 

If you would like to attend, you 

may purchase your book on 

your own, or let me know by 

Sunday, January 10 at noon, and 

I will order one for you. The 

book is $14.50. 

I know he’s biased, but here is 

a quote from a Bible study 

husband. Our own pastor said, 

“When my wife goes to Bible 

study and I watch our kids, I 

am glad that she is finding the 

time to be nourished by the 

Word of God and the sister-

hood of Christian women that 

support and encourage her as a 

mother, wife, and friend.” 

Feel free to call or text me at 

(810) 355-1600 or email me at 

christigaertner@gmail.com 

with any questions! 

Please consider taking an hour 

out of your busy week to dig 

into God’s Word. You are 

guaranteed to walk away re-

freshed and encouraged.  

 

 

New Women’s Bible Study  By Christi Gaertner 

sation about St. Paul Lutheran 

Church. God has a vision for 

our church. I do not want us to 

just move in place by merely 

maintaining the status quo. I do 

not want us to get detoured by 

every sign of danger. I also do 

not want us to get easily dis-

tracted by what is non-essential 

to the vision that God has for 
our congregation. Because 

God’s Word gathers us, we 

will answer these questions 

together through a study of the 

Bible. 

What is our church about? 

Where are we going? Why are 

we going there? What will it 

feel like to be going there? 

What can people do? How are 

we going to do it? What will 

the rewards be? 

 
I want you to help me form the 

answers to these questions for 

2016 at St. Paul Lutheran 

Church. Come to the Large 

Fellowship Hall at 9:45am on 

January 10 and join the conver-

Come on January 10 at 9:45am 

to the Large Fellowship and 

help us establish our goals for 

2016.  

 
“Trust in the LORD with all 

your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding; in all 

your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make your paths 

straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

2016 Goal and Desired Outcomes by Pastor Gaertner 

mailto:christigaertner@gmail.com
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Youth 

News 
by Mike Hausch 

IMAC  

5th and 6th Graders of St 

Paul 

Our activity in January is a Lock

-In.  A Lock-In is 13 hours of 

time with friends, games, learn-

ing from God’s Word, food 

and maybe a little rest. This 

Youth group for 7th and 8th 

graders – those in Confir-

mation instruction 

Confirmation Retreat,  

January 8-10  

The setting for our retreat is 

Summerset Beach Campground 

and our learning times will 

include the conclusion of the 

study, “See Through the Scrip-

tures,” and Baptism and Wor-

ship.  The “What to Bring” list 

High School students at-

tending the LCMS National 

Youth Gathering:  We will 

meet on January 3, starting 

at about 12:15 pm. We will 

have lunch together, share a 

gathering video clip, do some 

planning on upcoming Fund 

Raisers, and do a Bible study 

connected with the Gathering 

theme, “In Christ Alone.” See 

you then!! If you have not yet 

registered, see Mike Hausch 

for a registration form.    

Senior High Youth 

was send out in an email and 

copies are available in the 

Activity Center. 

This month our activity is a 

trip to the Brighton Sky Zone 

on January 31. We will meet 

right after the 11 am Worship 

Service, have lunch together 

and then go and jump. The 

cost is $15, and we will return 

to church by 3 pm. In Febru-

ary we will be playing Laser 

Tag. 

awesome event will take 

place on Friday-Saturday, 

January 22-23, beginning at 7 

pm Friday and concluding at 

8:00 am on Saturday. The 

cost is $5.00 which covers 

pizza and breakfast. The Sign 

Up sheet is in your Sunday 

School classroom and posted 

in the Activity Center.  The 

February Activity is Laser 

Tag. (Members of LAC will 

join us for Laser Tag. )  

Angel Tree is a service pro-

ject connected with Prison 

Fellowship. Our confirmation 

students shopped for Christ-

mas gifts for the children who 

have a parent in prison and 

the gifts were given in the 

name of the parent. This 

Christmas we served 22 chil-

dren who are part of 13 fami-

lies. 
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Sunday 

7:30 a.m.   Fresh Brew Bible Study 

8:30 a.m.   Divine Service 

9:45 a.m.   Education Hour 

11 a.m.   Divine Service & Kids’ Connection 

 5 p.m.   Tough Questions                        

Monday 

9 a.m.   Quilters 

11 a.m.   Women’s Bible Study 

 

Weekly Schedule 

Tuesday 

9 a.m.   Old Timers 

7 p.m.   Boy Scouts 

Wednesday 

8 a.m.    Classical Conversations 

Saturday 

8:30 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

9 a.m.   Altar Preparation 

10:30 a.m.  AA/Alanon 

St. Paul’s Special Events and 

Scripture Readings January 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Isaiah 61:1-11, 
  Luke 1:57-80  

2 Isaiah 61:1-12,   
Luke 2:1-20  

3 Isaiah 63:1-14,   
Luke 2:21-40 

4 Isaiah 63:15--65:7,   
Luke 2:41-52   

5 Isaiah 65:8-25   
Luke 3:1-20  

6 Isaiah 66:1-20,   
Luke 3:21-38  

7 Ezekiel 1: 1-14, 22-
28, Romans1:1-17  
9a Hymn  
Selection 

8 Ezekiel 2:1--3:11,   
Romans 1:18-32  

9 Ezekiel 3:12-27,  
Romans 2:1-16  

10 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-
32, Romans 2:17-29  
9:45a 2016 Goals 
meeting 

11 Ezekiel 33:1-20   
Romans 3:1-18 

12 Ezekiel 34:1-24    
Romans 3:19-31 

7p Church 
Council 

13 Ezekiel 36:13-28,    
Romans 4:1-25  
 

14 Ezekiel 36:33--
37:14, Romans 5:1-21 

7p Women’s 
Bible Study @ 
Wolfeil’s 

15 Ezekiel 37:15-28   
Romans 6:1-23  

16 Ezekiel 38:1-23   
Romans 7:1-20  
4p Objectives 
meeting and 
dinner 

17 Ezekiel 39:1-10, 
17-29, Romans 7:21-
8:17  
9:45a Estate 
Planning Toolbox 

6:30p Confirma-
tion (students) 

18 Ezekiel 40:1-4, 
43:1-12, Romans 8:18-
39  
12:30p Love  
Knots 

19 Ezekiel 44:1-16, 
23-29, Romans 9:1-18 

1p Red Cross 
Blood Drive 

20 Ezekiel 47:1-14, 
21-23, Romans 9:19-
33 

21 Joel 1:1-20 ,  
Romans 10:1-21  
7p Women’s 
Bible Study @ 
Ankenbrand’s 

22 Joel 2:1-17,  
Romans 11:1-24  
7p IMAC Lockin 

23 Joel 2:18-32,   
Romans 11:25--12:13  

24 Joel 3:1-21,   
Romans 12:14—13  
11a VBS Sunday 

6:30p Confirma-
tion (students) 

25 Zechariah 1:1-21,   
Romans 14:1-23  

26 Zechariah 2:1--
3:10,   Romans 15:1-13   

27 Zechariah 4:1--
5:11,   Romans 15:14-
33  

28 Zechariah 6:1--
7:14, Romans 16:17-
27  
7p Women’s 
Bible Study @ 
Wolfeil’s 

29 Zechariah 8:1-23,   
2 Timothy 1:1-18  

30 Zechariah 9:1-17,   
2 Timothy 2:1-26  

31 Zechariah 10:1--
11:3, 2 Timothy 3:1-17 

12:15p  Voters 
Meeting 

6:30p Confirma-
tion (students) 
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Worship Times 

Sunday 

8:30 am Traditional Divine  

Service 

9:45 am Christian Education 

Hour for all ages 

10:45 am Fellowship Time 

11:00 am Blended Divine Service 

11:00 am Kids Connection for 

preschool—2nd grade after the 

Children’s Message 

 

Monday (During the Summer) 

7:00 pm Traditional Divine  

Service 

 

The Joy of Christmas: Life Changes 

from faraway lands came to 

worship her Child. Another 

angel's message directed Joseph 

to save the Baby's life by escap-

ing with his family to Egypt. 

Today, God's message contin-

ues to change lives. Through 

the birth of Jesus, God demon-

strates to us His desire to heal 

us of our infirmities, lift from us 

the burdens of guilt and des-

pair, and assure us of His will-

ingness to walk with us right 

where we are. He sends His 

Spirit to change our natural 

hearts into hearts of humility, 

In the Word 

"From now on all generations 

will call me blessed, for the 

Mighty One has done great 

things for me …" Luke 1:48b-

49a 

Of the Word 

God's message to Mary 

through the angel Gabriel 

changed her life dramatically. 

The unknown fiancée of a car-

penter became the mother of 

the promised Savior. Shepherds 

from nearby pastures and sages 

compassion, and love. How 

could our lives remain un-

changed after hearing, believ-

ing, and embracing such 

startling, awe-inspiring news? 

On that long-ago day, Jesus 

came into the world to bring 

us His love and forgiveness, 

strength and wisdom. He 

came into the world to 

change lives. 

Walking with my Lord 

Lord Jesus, grant me humility 

to embrace the changed life 

You desire to give me. 

Amen. 


